
Office of The City Manager

Friday Report

Date: Friday, Dec. 7, 2012 

To:  Mayor and City Council 

From:  Scott H. Neal, City Manager

RE: Friday Report for Dec. 7, 2012

1. Special City Council Meeting – The City Council will meet for a Special Meeting on Tuesday, Dec. 11 to host a number of public 

hearings for the 2013 Neighborhood Street Reconstruction Projects. The meeting will start at 6 p.m. in the Council Chambers. It will 

be televised.    

2. West Arena Update – The repairs in the West Arena are moving ahead of schedule.  We have rescheduled everything scheduled for 

the West Arena through Dec. 15. Our customers have been understanding and helpful during this very stressful time. 

3. Aviation Noise – In last week’s Friday Report, I told you that I had spoken with our representative to the Metropolitan Airports Com-

mission, Commissioner Lisa Peilen, to set up an opportunity for the Council and the public to be briefed on the RNAV proposal. You 

may recall that Commissioner Peilen offered to assist us with setting up these meetings following the Metropolitan Airport Commis-

sion (MAC) vote on RNAV in November. Unfortunately, FAA has declined to participate in a meeting or presentation in Edina until 

after it has decided how to handle the MAC’s November RNAV recommendation. The MAC has decided that it will not participate 

in a meeting or presentation in Edina without the participation of the FAA. On a related topic, the MAC will formally consider our 

request for NOC membership at its Dec. 17 meeting.  

Finally, with the help of the Chamber of Commerce, I am facilitating a joint meeting next week with the management of Edina and 

Interlachen country clubs to discuss the recent RNAV issue with them.

4. Edible Playground – Recreation Supervisor Kristin Aarsvold has secured a $5,000 grant from Fairview Southdale Hospital for a 

project that we are (tentatively) calling “the Edible Playground” at Lewis Park. It is a youth gardening concept. She’s working on 

securing the rest of the funding needed in grants and volunteer time for construction and garden design. The Park Board will con-

sider the proposal at its meeting Tuesday, Dec. 11. If approved, the proposal will be incorporated into our 2013 summer playground 

program.

5. Joint Staff Meeting – The City’s executive leadership team (ELT) met in a joint staff meeting with our peers from the Edina School 

District Friday, Nov. 30. We started the meeting with a tour of the West Arena followed by a tour of the Hornets Nest project. We 

jointly reviewed our partnerships and discussed joint staff goals for the upcoming year. 

6. Employee News – Congratulations to Jeff Siems on his appointment as our new Fire Marshal. Also, we can officially welcome Josh 

Wagner as a full-time maintenance worker in the Public Works Department. The City will begin collective bargaining agreement 

discussions with the Teamsters’ public safety dispatch unit next week. We have wrapped up the employee charitable giving campaign 

this year. We surpassed last year’s total giving. Total giving this year was $11,269. The total last year was $11,263. 
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