
Office of The City Manager

Friday Report

Date: Friday, Oct. 10, 2014

To:  Mayor and City Council 

From:  Scott H. Neal, City Manager

RE: Friday Report for Oct. 10, 2014

1. WVV Small Area Plan – The Discovery Workshop for the Wooddale Avenue and Valley View Road Small Area Plan will be held 

tomorrow, Oct. 11. The event will kick off with a free breakfast at 8 a.m. donated by Snuffy’s Malt Shop. The three-hour workshop 

starts at 9 a.m. and will include a brief presentation on the history of the area and the purpose of small area plans, a “walkabout” of 

the commercial node, and identification of key issues. The consultants on the project are also surveying local businesses and develop-

ing trade area analysis in conjunction with the discovery phase of the project.

2. Development Update – At its Oct. 8 meeting, the Planning Commission recommended final approval of the Beacon Interfaith Col-

laborative Housing project at 3330 66th St. W. The proposal is to remodel and expand the existing TCF Bank building into 39 units of 

housing for young adults who have experienced homelessness.The Commission also recommended approval of a preliminary rezon-

ing at 7700 France Ave. to construct a seafood restaurant. The City Council will consider these requests at its Oct. 21 meeting.

3. 50th & France Wayfinding – Construction activities related to the installation of the new wayfinding system at 50th & France begins 

today at the South Ramp accesses off of 51st Street. The construction activities include the replacement of the existing concrete drive-

ways and installation of loop detectors for the parking stall counting system. The public entrance into the South Ramp at 51st Street 

will be closed until 8 a.m. Thursday, Oct. 15. Traffic will be able to enter the South Ramp via the Lunds parking lot and exit the ramp 

at 51st Street. The permit parking level of the South Ramp will also be closed today through Sunday, Oct. 12. Employees are encour-

aged to park in the Center or North ramps or alternative locations. There will be no impacts to customer parking stalls in the South 

Ramp while the driveway work occurs.

4. Park Planning – Ron Vine, ETC Institute/Leisure Vision will present the results of the Community Needs Assessment Survey at 7 

p.m. Monday, Oct. 20. The presentation, which is open to the public, will be held in the City Council Chambers. The meeting will be 

videotaped and will be available on the website following the meeting. 3,000 surveys were mailed to residents in early September. 

We had a goal of 600 survey responses and we received more than 1,000. The survey is intended to guide the Park Strategic Planning 

process in addition to providing more insight into the repurposing of Fred Richards Golf Course and Grandview.  

 

The Park Board Strategic Planning Committee had a kick off meeting with Confluence’s Terry Minarik on Thursday, Oct. 9. Look for 

significant public engagement throughout the planning process, which is expected to wrap up in late spring of 2015.

5. Lawn and Leaf Control – Staff have received a number of comments and concerns over the last few weeks about our City Code 

requirement to keep leaves and yard waste out of the street. Chapters 20 and 22 of the City Code prohibit property owners from will-

fully allowing their yard waste and leaves enter the street. Violations from residential properties are handled by the Health Division. 

Violations from commercial properties are being handled by the Public Works Department. There are a number of letters that will be 

delivered within the next few days to remind people of this code.



6. Zoning Ordinance Amendments –The Planning Commission recommended approval of the following Zoning Ordinance 

Amendments to Chapter 36 of the City Code: a revision to the front street setback ordinance in the R-1 District, to make more 

clear; a revision to the first-floor elevation standard for a teardown and rebuild, to make it more clear, and to have requests for 

new homes with a first-floor elevation raised more than one foot a variance rather than a conditional use permit; and a revision to 

the lighting ordinance. The City Council will consider the revisions to the ordinance on Nov. 3.

7. Employee Update – Scott Thiry started his new job as a part-time Video Production Assistant last week. Scott received his bach-

elor’s degree in Mass Communications from St. Cloud State University. He also works for Shady Oak Studios as a Videographer/

Editor.

8. The Author’s Studio – The Author’s Studio starts up again for fall 10 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 11 with author Dean Alger speaking 

about his non-fiction biography of blues guitar great Lonnie Johnson. The event will be held in the Margaret Foss Gallery at the 

Edina Art Center.  

 

Fiction writer Lois Greiman will appear Saturday, Nov. 10, and Bernie Saunders, writer of non-fiction art books with photography 

and poetry, appears Dec. 13. All events are free and open to the public.

9. Adaptive Bowling – Edina Parks & Recreation runs a 10-week adaptive youth bowling program, serving youth ages 7 to 18. Six-

teen bowlers with various disabilities such as cerebral palsy, autism and down syndrome enjoy being a part of a team and learning 

not only bowling skills but social skills as well. 

10. Save The Date: 50th & France Parking Ramp Dedication – We are nearing the end of the major restoration project at the 50th 

& France parking ramps. A tentative ribbon-cutting ceremony for the project has been scheduled for 9 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 13 in 

the South Ramp. 

11. Comcast Franchise Transfer – Comcast is in the early stages of transferring its Twin Cities’ cable franchises to an entity that 

will be known as GreatLand Connections. Part of that transfer process is to get the consent of the cities and commissions that 

grant the franchise. Our original deadline to act on the request to transfer the franchise was Oct. 15. Because of slow response to 

questions and comments from cities and commission, however, that deadline was extended by Comcast until Dec. 15, to allow 

the jurisdictions additional time to review information that Comcast admitted they had not yet provided. As a result of the further 

delay contemplated by Comcast and GreatLand to provide the financial information and CSA at the end of October, the new 

deadline is now Jan. 15, 2015. The Southwest Cable Commission is working on this matter with our legal counsel, Brian Grogan. 

I expect to bring further updates to the Council on the franchise transfer process later this fall.

12. Liquor Ordinance Review – The City of Minneapolis uses a liquor licensing program that uses a food-to-liquor sales ratio as a 

primary compliance metric. There are two levels of food-liquor ratios in Minneapolis. For larger commercial areas of seven acres 

or more and defined commercial corridors (like 50th & France), the food/liquor sales ratio is 60 percent food/40 percent liquor, 

just like our Code. For smaller neighborhood commercial areas, the food/liquor sales ratio is 70 percent food/30 percent liquor.  

The Minneapolis City Council recently adopted a change to their liquor ordinance that will eliminate the 60/40 ratio requirement 

altogether and asks Minneapolis voters to decide the fate of the 70/30 ratio later in 2015. I met yesterday with City staff mem-

bers who are involved in liquor licensing, enforcement and economic development. We are studying the potential impacts of this 

liquor law change in Minneapolis on liquor license holders here in Edina. There is a consensus among City staff that Edina would 

benefit from a complete review of our liquor ordinance. We will propose that initiative to the City Council as part of the proposed 

2015 City Work Plan.
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