
Office of The City Manager

Friday Report

Date: Friday, May 31, 2013 

To:  Mayor and City Council 

From:  Scott H. Neal, City Manager

RE: Friday Report for May 31, 2013

1. Wooddale Avenue Restriping – Wooddale Avenue restriping is scheduled for the week of June 17. Staff is gathering as much in-

formation about the timing of the work as we can prior to the restriping. We will share this information with Council Members and 

through our traditional public channels.

2. Residential Redevelopment Ordinance Update – At its June 12 meeting, the Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on a 

draft ordinance regarding “Residential Redevelopment” of single-family homes. The Commission will take input, consider the issues 

and make recommendations to staff on any potential ordinance revisions based on the discussion at the public hearing. The Commis-

sion hopes to make a final recommendation on an ordinance amendment at its June 26 meeting. The City Council would then consider 

the proposed ordinance amendment at its July 16 meeting.

3. Project Updates – France Avenue Pedestrian Crossings Improvement Project: The Minnesota Department of Transportation and Fed-

eral Highway Administration have authorized the City to advertise for bids. We have set a bid date of June 27 with an award by the 

City Council on July 16. We anticipate the contractor to start the week of July 22 with substantial completion this fall.  

 

The Vernon Avenue Raw Water Main project will start next week. The project consists of installing a raw water main from Hansen 

Road to Sherwood Drive. We are anticipating this project to be completed within three weeks.  

 

The demolition contractor for the old Public Works site on Eden Avenue will start crushing the concrete next week and anticipates 

clearing the entire site by June 14. 

4. Development Update – At its meeting this week, the Planning Commission recommended unanimous approval of two projects. The 

first was for a Final Rezoning and Final Development Plan for the Byerly’s redevelopment at 7171 France Ave. The project includes 

a new 47,000-square-foot Byerly’s store, 21,000 square feet of miscellaneous retail, and 234 units of rental apartments. The second 

approval was for a Site Plan Review with Variances for an 89,000-square-foot addition to Southdale Fairview Hospital for an Emer-

gency and Urgent Care Center. The City Council will consider both of these items at its June 4 meeting.

5. Southdale Grand Opening – The big grand opening event at Southdale Center has been rescheduled from July to Saturday, Sept. 28.

6. Family Gun Awareness Program – The Police Department is hosting “Family Gun Awareness” training sessions in June. This class 

will be held twice during the month to measure interest. The class will last one hour and will cover basic gun topics. This is not a 

“shooting class.” The purpose of the class is it is to teach families how to safely handle guns and ammunition, laws and what to do if 

you discover an unsecured weapon. The Edina Crime Prevention fund is backing this endeavor in response to the significant increase 

in gun permits issued in 2013. Each family in attendance will receive a free gun lock.



7. Awards – The City was presented an Award of Merit and five first-place Awards of Excellence in the 31st-annual Northern Lights 

Awards competition. Communications Assistant Emilie Kastner’s About Town story, “Edina Community Embraces New Hindu 

Temple;” Edina 16 programs “Agenda: Edina” and “Beyond the Badge” and the City’s redesigned website, www.EdinaMN.gov, 

received Awards of Excellence. The Centennial Lakes Park summer entertainment brochure, designed by Communications Coor-

dinator Kaylin Martin, received an Award of Merit and an Award of Excellence in two Visual Design categories.

8. Thefts From Auto – We continue to see a steady stream of “theft from auto” crimes. As in past years, the majority of the thefts 

occur from unlocked vehicles in which the owner left valuables in plain sight. A simple way to prevent this type of theft is to 

remove your valuable and lock your car. If we all did this, it would reduce “theft from auto” by 100 percent.

9. Public Facility WiFi - The I.T. Division continues work to expand the City’s WiFi network at public facilities. WiFi is expected 

to be available to the public and staff in the greenhouse and Terrace Room at Arneson Acres Park in the coming days. Cabling for 

wireless internet access points is under way at both fire stations and will soon begin at the Edina Aquatic Center. 

10. Employee News – Employees and retirees from many different City departments gathered this week to wish a fond farewell to 

Greg Bretson on his retirement from our Public Works Department after 34 years of service. He will be missed.  

 

Police Department Property & Evidence Technician/Investigative Assistant Aimee Canepa will resign, effective June 27. We will 

miss Amy, too.  

 

Brady Skoglund, a recent graduate of the University of Minnesota Duluth, completed his communications internship May 30. 

Katie Lofrano, a student at St. Cloud State University, will begin her communications internship June 4.  

11. On The Road – The Communications & Technology Services Department took possession of its new seven-passenger Dodge 

Grand Caravan last week. The minivan is large enough to transport video production equipment and other large pieces of tech-

nology and is one of the few vehicles in the City’s fleet large enough to transport small groups. It will be made available to other 

departments and groups as needed. Within the next week or two, the department is expected to take possession of its new NewTek 

Tricaster 455, a self-contained system ordered in 2012 that will allow video crews to produce live events in a broadcast-style 

format. Multiple cameras, inputs such as computers with PowerPoint presentations, as well as graphics and music can all be 

edited and broadcast live on location. Such a system will allow City staff to offer the same style of production on location that we 

currently offer in the Council Chambers, including the ability to record and edit on the fly.

12. Edina Chorale – Mayor Hovland will be the guest director of the Edina Chorale’s performance of “Hit the Road Jack” at Centen-

nial Lakes Park’s Maetzold Amphitheater on Monday, June 10 at 7 p.m.
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