
Office of The City Manager

Friday Report

Date: Friday, May 10, 2013 

To:  Mayor and City Council 

From:  Scott H. Neal, City Manager

RE: Friday Report for May 10, 2013

1. Yorktown Park Community Garden – We broke ground on the community garden earlier this week. If the weather 
cooperates, gardeners will be able to begin planting May 18. A grand opening event for the garden is scheduled for 6:30 
p.m. Monday, May 20. 

2. Citizen Engagement – The City is again teaming up with the Citizens League to host three budget-related events called 
“Financing the Future.” Each workshop will be paired with a fun activity that also highlights City services. The events 
will be held 2-4 p.m.  June 11 at the Edina Senior Center (Edina Bingo), 6-8 p.m. June 13 at Braemar Golf Course (Wine 
Tasting) and 6-8 p.m.  June 19 at the Edina Senior Center (Family Friendly). A report summarizing the feedback from the 
sessions will be shared with Council during the month of July. Staff will share more information about the events with the 
Council at its May 21 work session. 

3. Employee News – Detective Dave Carlson was featured on a Fox 9 news story for his efforts to help an addict turn her 
life around. This was a touching story about an Edina Officer who had compassion for someone who everyone else had 
given up on. Officer Mike Seeger, Officer Brandon Kuske and Detective Mike Lutz all had small stories regarding their 
work in this month’s issue of Edina Magazine.  
 
Officer Nicole Pesek received the “2012 Traffic Safety Recognition Award” from the Hennepin County Traffic Advisory 
Committee. The award was given to Pesek at the May meeting of the Hennepin County Chiefs of Police.  
 
Police Reserve Officer Browder Stone recently received the 2012 “Reserve Police Officer Leadership” Award. The award 
was presented by the President of the Minnesota Police Reserve Officer Association. Stone served as a Reserve Officer 
for 16 years before stepping down in January. As the Reserve Captain for many years, he responded to hundreds of calls, 
organized security for many special events and Presidential visits and provided security at numerous crime scenes.  
 
Finally, Eric Boettcher will start his new job as Recreation Supervisor May 20. Boettcher comes to us from a similar posi-
tion in Roseville.  

4. Centennial Lakes Park – The putting course, paddle boats and lawn games are open for the season from 2 p.m. to sun-
set.  
 



Sod for the final portion of the putting course renovation will be delivered on May 13. We have eight holes to work 
on this year, all but one of which can be done next week while we are open. Hole number 7 will be getting a total strip 
and re-slope, but that will have to wait until the fall.  
 
Some seasonal employee began work this week. They are busy raking and preparing the grass areas as well as clean-
ing out all of the planter beds in the park and Promenade.  
 
All of the water in the park should be back on by the end of the week as we fix all of the irrigation “surprises” result-
ing from a long winter. Fountains in front of Hughes Pavilion should be operational by this weekend, lake fountains 
may be by the end of next week.  
 
Amphitheater painting will start, with cooperative weather, May 27 and be completed by May 31. 

5. Money – Build permit revenue for YTD 2013 is $689,740, which is down $56,000 (7.5 percent) from last year’s 
record pace. Projections for the balance of the year still look good to make budget goals. Ambulance revenue for YTD 
2013 is $690,896, which is up $73,000 (11.8 percent) from last year’s record pace. Our ambulance revenue, which is 
largely dependent on the financial stability of Medicare, is vulnerable to the federal government’s sequestration plans, 
but we have not seen a negative impact from that yet.  
 
We have now received franchise payments from both CenterPoint Energy and Xcel for the first quarter, which includ-
ed only the months of February and March for 2013. CenterPoint’s amount received was $85,164.03. Xcel’s amount 
received was $79,416.35. Because the franchise fees are based on the number of meters/customers for both utilities, 
and not on consumption, the quarterly franchise payments are expected to be relatively stable. Based on the first quar-
ter numbers for the 2013, staff forecast annual franchise fee revenue to be $975,000-$1 million starting in 2014. Both 
utilities began assessing the franchise fee on their February 2013 bills, which means we are forecasting that franchise 
fees received in the 2013 budget year will likely be closer to $650,000. 

6. Ice Arena Air Quality – Indoor air quality of ice arenas is once again a subject of local media reports and of new 
legislation from St. Paul. A new law will require ice arenas that use gas-powered equipment to conduct air quality 
testing and to report the results. Braemar Arena went completely electric three or four years ago when we purchased a 
battery-operated ice edger. Because we use all electric equipment in the arenas, we are not required to do any test-
ing. The only way we are impacted by the new legislation is if we bring in a gas-powered piece of equipment into the 
building. Then, we would need to notify the Health Division and complete the testing after we are done.

7. Explorer Post Success – Edina/Eden Prairie Law Enforcement Explorer Post 925 placed in five competitions at the 
38th-annual Minnesota Law Enforcement Exploring Conference last month in Rochester. Post 925 placed second in 
the “First Aid” and “Crime Prevention,” fourth in “Use of Force” and “White Collar Crime” and fifth in “Slow Fire 
Pistol” competitions. More than 130 Explorers teams from Minnesota and surrounding states competed at the annual 
statewide conference, working through scenarios that reflected real life law enforcement situations such as burglary 
response, interview and interrogation, white collar crime and first aid. Explorer Post 925 is made up of 26 Edina and 
Eden Prairie students interested in law enforcement. Members range in age from 14 to 21. 



8. Engineering News – The Lake Edina neighborhood side of the soundwall along Minnesota Highway 100 has been 
painted. The landscaping will be planted once summer arrives.  
 
The Braemar Hills Neighborhood Roadway reconstruction kick-off meeting was held last week. Approximately 30 
residents attended.  
 
Topographic surveys for the 2014 Neighborhood Roadway Reconstruction Projects have begun. 
 
Abatement is complete in the old Public Works building. The salt shed demolition is completed. The rest of the build-
ings start to come down today. 

9. Hockey Tournaments – Braemar Arena is hosting some large tournaments this spring. Since April 19, Braemar has 
been busy on the weekends. The weekend of April 19, we hosted the Minnesota Meltdown tournament and the Annual 
Braemar-City of Lakes Figure Skating Show. April 26-28, we hosted the Minnesota Hockey High Performance 15’s. 
This was 22 teams of the top 15 year olds (boys and girls) from all over the state. Last weekend, May 2-4, we hosted 
the Stars and Stripes Tournament. This is a youth boys hockey tournament. The parking lot was filled with cars from 
all over the Midwest and Canada. This weekend, we are hosting The Clash. The tournament started at 7 a.m. today. 
We will have three full days of great hockey for girls ages 9 to 19. Our wrap-up is next weekend, May 16-18. The 
Independent Classic will again keep us busy from Friday morning to Sunday evening.
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