
Office of The City Manager

Friday Report

Date: Friday, March 29, 2013 

To:  Mayor and City Council 

From:  Scott H. Neal, City Manager

RE: Friday Report for March 29, 2013

1. France Avenue – The final plans and all signed easements for the France Avenue Pedestrian Improvement Project have 
been submitted to the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT).  We expect to receive a written confirmation 
from MnDOT today that we have met the requirements of the federal grant “sunset date” of March 31.  
 
On another France Avenue project, Engineering staff have gathered quotes to place an aesthetic wood fence along the 
westerly side of France Avenue south of West 56th Street as requested by petition from the adjoining property owners.  
Hennepin County has offered to  contribute $15,000 toward the project.  Because the quote for the project came in at 
$14,300, staff plans to proceed with constructing the fence.  

2. Employee News –  Tim Barnes has agreed to become our new Facilities Manager.  Tim currently works in a similar 
position for the City of Columbia Heights.  Organizationally, Tim will work out of our Public Works Department.  Public 
Works Director Brian Olson will be his direct supervisor.  Tim will start his new job on April 22.   
 
Interviews begin next week for the soon-to-be vacant Recreation Supervisor position. Eleven candidates will be inter-
viewed. Target start date is May 1.   
 
Finally, On March 25, Detective Tom McKenzie was presented an Outstanding Lifetime Achievement Award during the 
annual Minnesota Special Operations Training Association Tactical Training Conference in St. Cloud. McKenzie was 
nominated by his peers to receive the distinguished award for his diligence, perseverance and devotion to duty and work 
during his 10 years on the Edina SWAT team.  

3. Edinborough Park – While our 2012 independent audit preparation is not complete, preliminary results for Edinbor-
ough Park are showing a significant positive improvement in annual financial performance attributable to the operational 
changes we implemented last year.  2012 revenues are 8 percent above budget, while expenditures are coming in at 12 
percent.  These margins equate to 2012 revenues $90,000 over budget and 2012 expenses $190,000 under budget, which 
means we improved our net budget position in 2012 by $280,000. Very good news.

4. Acres Dubois – The Planning Commission unanimously recommended approval of the three-acre Acres Dubois subdivi-
sion. The subdivision proposes six lots accessed by a cul-de-sac off Morningside Road, and would have two lots accessed 
off Littel Street. The City Council will review the proposed subdivision at its April 16 meeting.



5. Video –  In 2013, the Communications & Technology Services Department made a significant change in the way it 
produces videos. Because online viewership is increasing at a much faster rate than traditional cable television viewer-
ship, the Edina video production staff began producing shorter videos for the internet and repurposing them for cable 
television, instead of the other way around. Their work paid off, as online viewership increased significantly. Online 
viewership of the newscast “Agenda: Edina” increased more than 200 percent, increasing from 2,654 views in 2011 to 
8,520 views in 2012. Online viewership of “Beyond the Badge” increased from 2,515 views in 2011 to 5,358 views in 
2012. Even viewership of meetings increased, from 4,025 views in 2011 to 5,391.

6. Wooddale Bike Lanes – Staff are preparing a letter for residents living near Wooddale Avenue to explain the bike 
lane changes that are being planned for later this spring.  We plan to distribute it next week.  

7. Police Department Training – During the first week of April, our officers will once again be using an Edina Sshool 
for our workplace and school violence training. This will be a “live” drill that will include role players. Each of our 
officers will complete this training in a realistic environment.  

8. Redevelopment Update – City staff are expecting the demolition of the buildings at 65th Street and France Avenue to 
start sometime the week of April 8.

9. Community Garden Proposal – The Council is due to consider approval of the proposed Yorktown Park Community 
Garden Project at its April 2 meeting.  The timeline to implement this project is very tight.  If the Council wants to 
implement it for 2013, it will be important to approve it at the April 2 meeting.

10. American Express – We are not able to accept American Express credit cards as payment for online sales on the 
City’s website.  This is not our choice.  American Express does not wish to do business with government and educa-
tional institutions using PayPal Payment Pro.  We are hearing similar stories form other city governments.  We will 
continue to pursue American Express as a payment option for online sales, but we do not see a solution to the issue 
anytime soon unless we switch to another payment processor.
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