
Office of The City Manager

Friday Report

Date: Friday, March 8, 2013 

To:  Mayor and City Council 

From:  Scott H. Neal, City Manager

RE: Friday Report for March 8, 2013

1. Annual Recognition And Appreciation Event For Board & Commission Members – The annual recognition and appreciation event 

for board and commission volunteers is Monday, March 11 at the Warren C. Hyde Clubhouse at Braemar Golf Course. The event starts 

with a social gathering at 5 p.m., dinner at 5:30 p.m. and a program at 6:15 p.m.  

2. Good Stewardship – The Communications & Technology Services Department has continued its careful evaluation of the City’s many 

phone lines. This past winter, the I.T. Division discovered a number of OPX lines no longer used for communication between City facili-

ties. Those lines have been canceled, which result in an annual savings of nearly $13,000 per year.

3. Liquor Operations – Our liquor store operations leadership team has been working with a local retail consultant to develop a strategic 

plan to better position our stores in the marketplace. As part of this work, a customer survey will be conducted later this month. The 

survey will look at customer preferences as well as the percentage of customer liquor expenditures captured by stores. The goal is to 

gather more than 1,000 survey responses.

4. Weather Impacts On Parks & Recreation – Last year was the earliest start ever for golf course facilities. The driving range opened 

March 10, the executive course opened March 12 and the regulation course opened March 15. We will not match those dates this year. 

Centennial Lakes Park ice rink closed for the season on Sunday, March 3 after hosting a record-breaking 56,000 skaters during its 69-

day season. Skate rental forms showed that visitors to the rink represented 165 Minnesota communities, 42 states and 15 countries!

5. Federal Budget Sequester Impact – We are examining the various places in our operations where the federal government’s budget se-

quester might affect the City. One area we have identified is that Medicare will reduce reimbursements to providers by 2 percent starting 

April 1, and there may be a delay in receiving reimbursements. This will affect our billings and collections for our ambulance services.

6. Old Public Works Building – The contractor selected for the demolition of the old Public Works building will start the project next 

week. They will start by removing items inside of the building. They anticipate the demolition of the building shell to occur in April.

7. Xerxes Avenue – Engineering Director Wayne Houle met with Hennepin County Engineering staff regarding Xerxes Avenue north of 

Minnesota State Highway 62. Both would like to form a partnership to study the section of roadway from Heritage Drive to West 60th 

Street. The partnership should also include the City of Minneapolis. Items to be included in the study could be how to reconfigure the 

travel lanes, including pedestrian and bike movements, prior to and after the 2014 re-decking of the Xerxes Avenue bridge of Highway 

62.  



8. The Arts – EdinaScapes Exhibit, in honor of Edina’s 125th Anniversary, will show in the Edina Art Center gallery June 27-Aug. 

1. The Edina Art Center’s spring and summer 2013 class schedule will be in homes beginning March 8. The 2013 class schedule 

features 79 Summer Camps;  72 for ages 5-14 and 7 YouthTech, Inc. Computer Camps for ages 10-17. The schedule also has 203 

adult classes, including 24 new classes; five new instructors; five Returning Instructors; nine workshops ( seven watercolor and two 

mosaic workshops); and six new media classes (one social media class and five Photoshop Elements classes). Finally, winter 2013 

classes had an exceptionally low 16 percent class cancellation rate. 

9. Upcoming Charitable Activities In The Police Department – At noon Saturday, March 9, several employees will be participating 

in the Law Enforcement Polar Bear Plunge at Lake Riley in Eden Prairie. Last month, employees packed meals for the non-profit 

Feed My Starving Children. Each year in June, the Police Department participates in the Special Olympics Torch Run. In September, 

they will have a team participating in the Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation 5K run in memory of their former colleague Sgt. 

Steve Stroh. In October, they will be raising funds for Breast Cancer research. In November, they participate in “Movember” which 

raises funds and awareness to men’s health issues. Finally, in December, they participate in the annual “Toys for Tots” campaign.  

10. Vernon Avenue – Hennepin County plans to mill and overlay Gleason Avenue / Vernon Avenue from Minnesota State Highway 62 

to the GrandView area. The City’s Engineering staff has shared our draft layout of bike lanes for this section of roadway with the 

County staff. The County is currently reviewing these layouts to see if they match County standards for bike lanes.  

11. Legislative Update – The House Government Operations Committee will hear the proposed Street Improvement District bill at 10 

a.m. Tuesday, March 12. Parks & Recreation Director Ann Kattreh attended a hearing today at the Capitol regarding the future of 

the “Mighty Ducks” grant program. We may be able to access these funds as matching grants for R22 (freezing system chemicals) 

change outs and improved HVAC units. While our air quality at the ice arenas is good, we could use $200,000 to help defray the 

cost of changing from the R22 freezing system. Finally, our legislative boundary bill made it out of committee this week and will go 

to the floor as a stand-alone bill. City Clerk Deb Mangen is working with legislators to remove the boundary adjustment from the 

omnibus elections bills and move it to the floor of the senate, where it will have a much better chance of passing on its own merits.  

12. Water Main Breaks – While the entire Public Works Department has been busy with snow removal activities this week, the depart-

ment also respond to two water main breaks on Wednesday. The first water main break on Woodland Avenue affected a bank stabili-

zation project conducted by the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District between 54th and 56th streets. The District hired the contrac-

tor who was using the ice on the creek to access the construction site. If not for the quick response from the City’s Water Division, 

the water from the leak could have compromised the ice and potentially jeopardized the contractor’s equipment. About the same 

time, the Police Department received reports of a major pothole on the 6700 block of Limerick Drive. Upon further investigation, it 

was discovered that the concrete street was settling due to large amounts of water pouring into an adjacent sanitary sewer manhole, 

which indicated another water main break. The Water Division resolved the issue and averted a potentially serious problem.  
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