
Office of The City Manager

Friday Report

Date: Friday, Feb. 8, 2013 

To:  Mayor and City Council 

From:  Scott H. Neal, City Manager

RE: Friday Report for Feb. 8, 2013

1. ULI New Normal Workshop – Just a reminder that our “New Normal” workshop with the Urban Land Institute and our Planning Com-

mission members is scheduled for 6 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 12 at the Senior Center. A light dinner will be available at the event.

2. Employee News – Jamie La Manna is a new Patrol Officer in the Police Department starting on Feb. 6. He was sworn in on February 7. 

I conducted the exit interview for former Parks & Recreation Director John Keprios this week. Public Works Supervisor – Equipment 

Operations Greg Bretson announced his retirement this week. Greg’s final day with the City will be May 30.  Senior Center Manager 

Sue Weigle has also announced her plan to retire. Sue’s last day with the City will be April 14. The City’s new I.T. Manager will be 

Ryan Browning. Ryan currently works as a Network Systems Analyst at the City of Eden Prairie. Ryan’s first day for us will be Feb. 26.

3. Well Failure – We have experienced a significant mechanical failure at Well No. 11, which is located near 7636 Parklawn Ave. The 

failure occurred Feb. 1, when the well shaft snapped and dropped a portion of the pumping equipment to the bottom of the 403-foot well 

shaft. We have a contractor working on the project right now. Well No. 11 pumps more than 1 million gallons each day for us during the 

winter months, so it is critical to get it back online as soon as possible.

4. Swim Club Relations – Parks & Recreation Director Ann Kattreh, City Attorney Roger Knutson, Council Member Mary Brindle and 

I met with representatives from the Aquajets Swim Club this week to hear their requests for pool time for the 2013 summer season. We 

told the group that we appreciated the opportunity to meet with them and learn more about their operations. We also told them that we 

have not yet received the 2013 summer pool time request from the Edina Swim Club, but that we expected to receive it soon and would 

use the City Council’s approved priority use policy when we make Aquatic Center time allocations between the two groups. 

5. State of the Community – The 2013 annual State of the Community presentation will be debuted at the Chamber of Commerce lun-

cheon on Wednesday, Feb. 27, with an encore performance on Monday, March 4 at 7 p.m. in the City Council Chambers.  

6. Community Gardens – I communicated some inaccurate information about the community gardens proposal in last week’s Friday 

Report.  I told you in last week’s report that the Park Board would host a public hearing on the proposal at its Feb. 12 meeting. That was 

not correct.  The Park Board will host a public hearing that night on the “Edible Playground” proposal for Lewis Park. The proposed 

night for the Park Board public hearing on the community garden proposal will be March 12. We are tentatively scheduling the proposal 

to come to the Council for final approval on April 2. As I mentioned in last week’s report on this matter, in order to have the community 

garden be ready to go for the 2013 planting season, the City will need to advance this project through its due process without much 

delay in the timeline.  

7. New York Times – The January 23 New York Times included this nugget about the Edina Police Department’s new “Focus In” pro-

gram:  “The police in Edina, Minn., are planning a yearlong crackdown on the kind of driving violations that many, if not most, drivers 

make, but it is unlikely to result in a surge in tickets, The Minneapolis Star Tribune reports. Jeff Long, the police chief of Edina, told the 



newspaper that the effort was intended to educate drivers with verbal warnings. “We are trying to pick violations that people kind 

of know about but don’t have a lot of experience with, and that we don’t typically stop people for,” he said. Each month the police 

will focus on a different violation, like failing to turn on headlights in the rain or failing to signal a turn. In January, the emphasis 

is on proper removal of snow and ice from cars before driving.” 
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