MINUTES
OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE
EDINA HUMAN RIGHTS & RELATIONS COMMISSION
JUNE 28, 2011
7:03 PM

L. CALL TO ORDER
1* Vice Chair Finsness called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM.

1. ROLLCALL
Answering rollcall were Commissioners Bigbee, Cashmore, Finsness, Mayer, Newell, Seidman, Stanton
and Winnick.

lll.  MEETING AGENDA EDITED AND APPROVED
Commissioner Finsness requested an additional agenda item be placed under Reports &
Recommendations, becoming VI. G. Service Dogs in Condominium Associations.
Motion by Commissioner Winnick and seconded by Commissioner Stanton approving the meeting
agenda as edited.

Ayes: Bigbee, Cashmore, Finsness, Mayer, Newell, Seidman, Stanton and Winnick

Motion carried.

IV. CONSENT AGENDA ADOPTED
Motion by Commissioner Bigbee and seconded by Commissioner Seidman approving the consent
agenda as follows:
IV.A. Approve regular meeting minutes of May 24, 2011.
Ayes: Bigbee, Cashmore, Finsness, Mayer, Newell, Seidman, Stanton and Winnick
Motion carried.

V. COMMUNITY COMMENT

Two visitors introduced themselves: Sue Plaster, a member of the community who is interested in
diversity and intercultural communications; and Bevlin Jennings, a student at Edina High School who is
interested in serving on HRRC.

VI. REPORTS/RECOMMENDATIONS

VI.LA. MAYOR’S MEMBERSHIP ON THE COALITION REGARDING IMMIGRATION REFORM ENDORSED
The “Partnership for a New American Economy” is a coalition of mayors and business leaders who
choose to make the case that immigration reform is an economic imperative. Mayor Hovland had asked
the Commission to look into this coalition and conclude whether or not he should become a member.
There is neither financial nor time commitment for Mayor Hovland to join, and the Commissioners
opened up discussion on the matter.

Commissioners Seidman and Stanton stated that the information from New York City’s Mayor was too
vague and did not provide enough detail. In addition, Commissioner Stanton pointed out that there is a
9.1% unemployment rate now and that we should be vested in “growing” our own people first. He
indicated that he is not comfortable about endorsing this coalition.

Commissioner Bigbee explained that the United States does need a different immigration policy and
that this coalition seems like a movement in the right direction. The coalition is trying to get public
conversation going. It will be a good thing to get first-hand information from the Mayor. There is
evidence that a number of immigrants work within the community.



A concern was raised that this coalition was about economics and lower pay rates for immigrants.
Commissioner Newell stated that this is not necessarily true, as the form entitled “Immigrant Petition
for Alien Workers” protects both the immigrant and the employer in the immigrant worker’s process of
becoming a permanent resident in the United States. The form is filed by the employer on behalf of a
foreign worker.

Commissioner Finsness reported that this coalition is a group created to investigate and explore the
need for immigration reform by looking at the laws and raising public awareness. As a member, the
Mayor could monitor the progress and keep the Commission updated. This would be a great
opportunity for HRRC to learn about immigration.

Commissioner Bighee made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Mayer, to recommend that Mayor
Hovland join the “Mayor’s Coalition Regarding Immigration Reform” and that he provides the
Commission timely updates in his involvement.

Ayes: Bigbee, Finsness, Mayer, Newell

Nays: Cashmore, Seidman, Winnick

Abstain: Stanton

Motion carried.

VI.B. LMHRC GLBT RESOLUTION ENDORSED

An amendment to the Minnesota Constitution was proposed that would ban the legal recognition of
same-sex relationships within the State of Minnesota. As a result, the League of Minnesota Human
Rights Commissions (LMHRC) drafted a resolution to share with the press and its own membership
declaring opposition to the amendment. The Commissioners reviewed this resolution and opened up
discussion.

Commissioner Bigbee shared that the resolution had been created by the League two years ago and was
recently revised. He suggested that the Commission recommend the City Council’s statement of
opposition to the constitutional amendment.

Commissioners Mayer and Stanton questioned HRRC's role and whether it could endorse something
from the League. Commissioner Stanton supported the resolution but suggested that it could be edited
for the sake of new resolutions from HRRC and the City Council.

Commissioner Finsness explained that the resolution covers HRRC because of its membership under the
League’s umbrella. She indicated that the City Council could have its own resolution as well.

Commissioner Mayer made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Newell, to table the endorsement
of the League’s resolution.
The motion failed with only one aye.

Commissioners Bigbee and Winnick remarked that the Commission could stand by and watch the events
or take action. Commissioner Winnick encouraged the Commissioners to make a public statement by
endorsing the League’s resolution and encouraging the City Council to do the same thing.

Commissioner Stanton made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cashmore, to endorse the
League’s resolution to oppose changing the Minnesota constitution in order to ban the legal
recognition of same-sex relationships and unions, and at its July meeting the Commission will
investigate a recommendation that the City Council could also support the opposition.

Ayes: Bigbee, Cashmore, Finsness, Mayer, Newell, Seidman, Stanton, Winnick

Motion carried.



VI.C. APPOINTMENT OF COMMISSIONER TO POST UPDATES ON TWITTER TABLED

Because the Minnesota Department of Human Rights has been using Twitter to provide information to
the public, HRRC could send e-mail updates and summaries to them to be included with their human
rights related news on Twitter. If HRRC information was to be posted with the State’s news, it could also
be forwarded to the City of Edina’s Twitter site.

Commissioner Cashmore made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Winnick, to table the
appointment and to invite the Communication’s Director, Jennifer Bennerotte, to a Commission
meeting to discuss communication tools.

Ayes: Bigbee, Cashmore, Finsness, Mayer, Newell, Seidman, Stanton, Winnick

Motion carried.

VI.D. RESOLUTION APPROVED REGARDING STAFF CHANGES TO THE CITY’S WEBSITE HISTORY
Commissioner Winnick had several meetings with Joyce Repya, Associate Planner, and Jennifer
Bennerotte, Communications Director, to draft a revision to the history of the Edina Country Club
District which would include the facts about realtors turning away potential buyers interested in the
Country Club District who were Jewish or members of certain other minorities. This revision would be
within the Heritage Landmarks section of the City’s website and would also reveal the history regarding
the early covenants and private deed restrictions prohibiting non-Caucasians from ownership. Due to
the diligence of Ms. Repya, the changes were quickly made, providing accurate information of historical
value.

Commissioner Bigbee made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cashmore, to present a resolution of
appreciation to Joyce Repya for her effort and generosity in working to update the City’s website with
significant historical information.

Ayes: Bigbee, Cashmore, Finsness, Mayer, Newell, Seidman, Stanton, Winnick

Motion carried.

VILE. CREATION OF A TASK FORCE APPROVED TO DEVELOP A PROCESS FOR THE SUBMISSION OF
SPONSORSHIP REQUESTS AND CRITERIA/GUIDELINES FOR EVALUATION

In the event that an organization comes before HRRC requesting financial support and time/services for

an educational endeavor, a process and criteria/guidelines need to be developed and in place.

Commissioner Cashmore made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Newell, to create a Commission
task force to develop a process for submission and criteria/quidelines for evaluating sponsorship
requests.

Ayes: Bigbee, Cashmore, Finsness, Mayer, Newell, Seidman, Stanton, Winnick

Motion carried.

The following Commissioners agreed to serve on the task force and submit a report to the Commission
in October: Bigbee, Finsness, Seidman. Commissioner Bigbee agreed to chair the task force.

VI.F. EVENTS DEBRIEF TABLED UNTIL THE NEXT COMMISSION MEETING

With the Commission Chair being unable to attend the meeting, it had been suggested that feedback be
sent to the staff liaison by July 18" regarding the two events—“Reflections on Bullying” and “Days of
Remembrance.” The liaison would then turn these suggestions into a document for discussion at the
July Commission meeting, with all comments being confidential.

Commissioner Seidman submitted a form entitled “Event Review & Future Planning” to consider as a
tool for evaluation.

Commissioner Mayer was concerned that the timing is not good and that it is a little too late for
accurate evaluations. A constructive process would have been to ask four questions about each event



and have these as topics of discussion. He recommended that, at the very least, the chair of each event
should produce a summary. And for the future, participants could be surveyed at the events.

Commissioner Bigbee remarked that the Commission needs to get this work done as soon as possible by
figuring out how to gather quick information.

Commissioner Finsness recommended that a professional survey be created for the Commission to
analyze the information. She shared that Commissioner Seidman’s form would be useful right after an
event for people who worked directly on the event and would be excellent for future planning.
Regarding a survey, Commissioner Finsness suggested that an on-line survey be created for each event
for the Commissioners to complete by July 20" for discussion at the July Commission meeting. In
addition, the survey could be sent to the task force members who are not Commissioners—Dick
Crockett, Heather Haen Anderson, Rachel Pream Grenier and the GSA student leaders. It might also be
helpful to have a survey for people who attended the events.

Commissioner Cashmore made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Mayer, to table the discussion
about events’ debriefing until the next meeting.

Ayes: Bigbee, Cashmore, Finsness, Mayer, Newell, Seidman, Stanton, Winnick

Motion carried.

Commissioner Mayer offered to send out guidelines—“Personal Post Mortems” —to help prepare for
debriefing at the next Commission meeting.

VI.G. SERVICE DOGS IN CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATIONS DISCUSSED

Commissioner Finsness reported that she had learned about a condominium putting restrictions on a
resident using a service dog because there was no documentation of need. At this time, Commissioner
Finsness had received no updated information, and she felt that the bylaws of the condominium
association should be reviewed.

VIl. CORRESPONDENCE AND PETITIONS
No correspondence or petitions were received since the last Commission meeting.

Vill. CHAIR AND COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
There were no comments.

IX. STAFF COMMENTS
There were no comments.

X. ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business on the Commission Agenda, 1* Vice Chair Finsness declared the

meeting adjourned at 9:15 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan Howl, HRRC Staff Liaison

Minutes approved by HRRC, July 26, 2011.

Lisa Finsness, HRRC 1° Vice Chair



