EDINA HUMAN RIGHTS & RELATIONS COMMISSION
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2010
7:00 PM - COMMUNITY ROOM

Members Present Members Absent Staff
Arnie Bigbee Zack Antar, Student Susan Howl
John Cashmore Daria Brosius, Student

Lisa Finsness
Jessi Kingston
Bob Mayer
Meg Newell
Russ Stanton

Meeting Agenda Approved
Member Stanton seconded Member Kingston’s motion to approve the meeting agenda for 10-26-10.
The motion carried.

Commission Minutes Approved
Member Finsness seconded the motion of Member Kingston to approve the Commission minutes as
presented for September 28, 2010. The motion carried.

Edina Community Council Report Presented
Member Finsness shared agenda items of the latest Community Council meeting:

e The Commissioners were asked to save the date for a breakfast event on December 1** from
7:30 to 9 AM at Braemar Clubhouse. The event will highlight the needs of Edina youth related
to poverty, which is one of the community gaps identified by the Edina Community Council.
Along with the Community Council and the Resource Center, sponsors include the Edina
Community Foundation and Connecting With Kids. The age of youth highlighted will be pre-
school through ninth grade. Chair Bigbee agreed to be a table host for the event. E-vites will be
coming out soon to the Commission.

e CAPSH (Community Action Partnership of Suburban Hennepin) made a presentation to the
Council. CAPSH strives to provide assistance to the low income population through a variety of
services and programs.

e Member Finsness remarked that HRRC could prepare a pampbhlet highlighting stats of the City
and success stories of the Resource Center which would be shared with community groups.

e Member Finsness encouraged HRRC to prepare for a January presentation to the Community
Council. This would warrant an immediate meeting with Jennifer Bennerotte to acquire a
template for a PowerPoint.

Anti-Bullying/Cyber Bullying Subcommittee Update Presented
Member Newell shared a handout representing background and ways to look at, share and make a
statement concerning bullying activities. The first week in Minnesota was observed as National Bullying
Prevention Awareness Week.
e Looking at the chart, Member Newell recommended focusing on the “Voluntary/Internally
Enforced” quadrant.




e Efforts need to aim for the infrastructure, with an emphasis on providing reoccurring
opportunities for Edina youth to become known as leaders in this arena.

e Member Finsness’s video from the Osseo schools on bullying could become a school May-term
project. The video shows kids talking to kids about internet safety. If taken on by the Edina
students, the video could be refreshed every year.

e The Commission questioned its role regarding the schools as it entertains the issue of bullying—
perhaps open it up to the public and work jointly with the schools.

e Anti-bullying PSA’s could be developed by students for Channel 16 and run before Council
meetings.

e |t was noted that one of the key audiences is young people. There is the need to partner with
them, work with them and have creative activities with them.

e A goal would be to have a City proclamation.

e The Art Center could collaborate with student’s designs along with creative writing projects.

e The youth could help design, promote and wear anti-bullying pins.

e Aninitial step to take would be to challenge the youth that it is “uncool” to be a bully. The first
messages of this sort would be targeted to students.

e HRRC would be a catalyst to raise public awareness about bullying and to facilitate social change
against this cruel action.

e Before the Commission begins anything, it is necessary to have a discussion with the schools.

The Commissioners requested that there be tangible actions listed in each of the quadrants of Member
Newell’s chart.

Comparisons of Cities’ Funding Processes Shared in a Grid

Based on a staff survey of other suburban cities’ funding procedures for human services, Member Mayer
reported that most do not delegate the responsibility of proposing a human services budget to a
commission. If the City Council expects the Commission to continue recommending an annual budget,
HRRC must get more involved with the funding of the Resource Center so that it doesn’t become a
rubber stamp procedure. The Commission would be interested in learning whether the City Council sees
the entire funding process with HRRC’s recommendations as necessary. Perhaps the members of the
Community Health Committee could offer their expert opinions when the time comes to evaluate
unmet needs in the community and how the City could allocate funds for human services.

Work Plan Discussed

Chair Bigbee pointed out that the Work Plan would now be included at each Commission meeting for
review—as an occasional “skull session.” It was noted that the next important item of business was a
visit by Joyce Repya, Associate Planner, to the November meeting to discuss the CDBG funding process.

Domestic Partnership Unfinished Business Discussed
e Consider cities’ ability to define their own insurance policies for staff. To get started, another
meeting with Phil Duran will be arranged.
e Consider changing words in the ordinance related to City contracts: i.e. “in the case of a tie, the
award goes to the contractor who supports domestic partnerships.”

HRRC Pending List Explained
To keep the Commission on track with unfinished/upcoming business, the Members were reminded to
keep the List alive by adding things to it whenever anything comes up.




New Business ldentified

Because the Commissioners voted by e-mail to change the November meeting date from the
23" to the 30", Scott Neal will be notified by staff regarding his November visit to HRRC.
Member Kingston second Member Stanton’s motion to change the December meeting date
from the 28" to the 14"™. The motion carried.

Any Commissioner may attend the State Conference on December 3™ without expense because
of Bremer funds being available once again.

The Southern Poverty Law Center will be sponsoring the premier of a film entitled “Bullied” at a
church in Minneapolis on Tuesday, November 9™, Chair Bigbee indicated that invitations are
forthcoming.

Member Kingston seconded Member Stanton’s motion that the City Council amend the
attendance policy for boards and commissions in the City Code for the consideration of
excused absences due to serious medical conditions. The motion carried with two
Commissioners abstaining.

Meeting Adjourned

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 PM.



