HUMAN RIGHTS & RELATIONS COMMISSION
TUESDAY, MAY 22, 2007
7:00 PM - MAYOR’S CONFERENCE ROOM

Members Present Members Absent Guest

Mary Brindle Luis Bartolomei Ellen Kennedy
Emery Erickson Debby McNeil

Idelle Longman Hamdi Yusuf Staff

JoAnn McGuire Susan Heiberg
Lindah Mhando

Sharon Ming

Andy Otness

Wayne Prochmak

Sarah Ratner

Sarah Ratner, a new City appointee to the Commission, was introduced and welcomed.

Minnesota Genocide Intervention Network

Ellen Kennedy, Coordinator of the Minnesota Genocide Intervention Network, was
welcomed to the meeting. She thanked the Commissioners for their honoring her as the
2007 recipient of the Tom Oye Human Rights Award at the City’s Volunteer Recognition
Reception. Ellen explained that the Genocide Intervention Network (GI-NET)—
headquartered in Washington, DC—is a non-governmental organization aimed at providing
a solution to end the recurring problem of genocide. There are hundreds of chapters
across the country, with Minnesota’s being founded in 2006. Its goal is consistent with GI-
NET nationwide—education, advocacy and fundraising. The Chapter supports the African
Union peacekeeping mission in Darfur, targeted divestment and national political advocacy
to end the conflict in Darfur. Ellen encouraged the Commissioners to send support letters
to Representative Ramstad and to present a “responsibility to protect” resolution to the
Edina City Council.

Approval of Minutes

Member McGuire seconded Member Erickson’s motion to amend the Commission
minutes of April 24, 2007—with the correction of a name and information regarding the
Commission brochure. The motion carried.

Resolution Regarding Responsibility to Protect

The Commissioners reviewed a draft resolution to present to the City Council regarding
the United Nations principle of the responsibility to protect all citizens from atrocity
crimes. If the Council approves this resolution, it will be sent with an accompanying letter
from the Commission to the President and Vice-President of the United States, the U. S.
Secretary of State, the U. S. Secretary of Defense, the U. S. representative to the United
Nations, the President Pro Tempore of the U. S. Senate, the Speaker of the U. S. House
of Representatives, and the Minnesota delegation to the Senate and to the House of
Representatives.




Member Longman seconded the motion of Member Prochniak to approve the resolution
with amended language; the motion carried.

Member Otness seconded Member Ming’s motion that the amended resolution with
background information be submitted to the City Council for approval; the motion carried.

Human Services Funding for 2008

It was agreed that Val Burke, Resource Center Coordinator, should be invited to attend the
June Commission meeting to present her proposal for 2008 funding. Thereafter, the
hearing for the other providers will be held on Tuesday, July 24, and the meeting to draft
a proposed 2008 budget will be on Tuesday, July 31%. Because the meeting on June 26"
will be an opportunity to review all the proposals submitted for 2008 human services
funding and to consider options for RPC funding, it was suggested that the meeting begin at
6:30 PM to accommodate Val’s presentation.

Commission Brochure

It was agreed that the Commission should proceed with the ideas presented for a new
brochure—describing “who we are” and including the declaration of human rights. Chair
Brindle will connect with Jennifer Bennerotte, the City’s Communications Director, to
work on combining the merits of the old draft with the new one worked up by Chair
Brindle and Member McGuire.

RPC Funding
Member Ming shared that the City had no news regarding progress toward a housing

chapter update for the Comp Plan and the use of the budgeted RPC funds. HRRC
Members and the Housing Task Force are encouraged to attend upcoming meetings that
will be conducted as the Comp Plan is moved through its updating process. The
Commissioners were hoping for professional expertise to evaluate establishing a way to
build an affordable housing element into new development proposals, thus introducing
inclusionary zoning.

Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:10 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Brindle, Chair
Edina Human Rights & Relations Commussion

MB/sh



