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How to find FEMA flood plain elevations: 
 

1. Go to: https://msc.fema.gov/portal  
 

 
 
2. Search for the address or area (maps cover the entire country, so be specific)  

Ex: “7450 metro blvd Edina mn” or “55439”  
 

 

https://msc.fema.gov/portal
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3. When you have the correct location selected, click VIEW. This will open a new window where 

you can get a closer look at the flood plain or make a “Firmette.”  
 

 
 
4. Use the tools to find the correct location.  
 

 
 
 



3 
 

5. If location is on a lake/pond/waterbody, determine the name of the waterbody and find it in 
the “Summary of Stillwater Elevations” table in Volume 1 of the Flood Insurance Study (FIS). DO 
NOT use the elevation on the map; it has been rounded to the nearest foot. Use the 100-year 
elevation.  
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6. If location is on a stream/creek/river, find the nearest cross-sections.  
Ex. Point between CB and CC 
 

 
 

7. Use Volume 2 of the FIS to find the elevations at the cross-sections. DO NOT use the 
elevations on the map. They have been rounded to the nearest foot, and may be incorrect.  You 
can use a hard copy or an electronic copy from our server or from FEMA.  It is typically easier 
to determine the elevation from a hard copy. 
 

8. Scale the distance between the cross-sections to find the desired point. Look at the 100-year 
floodplain elevation. Give elevation to the tenth of a foot, and err on the side of being high, not 
low.  
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