REPORT/RECOMMENDATION

To: MAYOR AND COUNCIL Agenda Item [X. A.
DEBRA MANGEN Action
From: CITY CLERK
Discussion

Subject: CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED SINCE LAST COUNCIL MEETING

INFORMATION/BACKGROUND: Attached are copies of e-mails and letters received
since the last Council meeting.



Susan Howl

{
From: Susan Khatri [mailto:dragontales31@hotmail.com] | l
Sent: Friday, January 13, 2012 1:50 PM | ~====- P !
To: mbrindle@comcast.net T :
Cc: Scott Neal; Emilie Kastner
Subject: RE: follow up proposed Richmond Hills Park street project

Hi Mary,

Thanks for your note. Thank you very much. I appreciate creative ideas about these sorts of dilemmas that cities and
residents face.

In 2010 this project was street reconstruction and the price was 8K-12K, and the only water piece envisioned was the
storm sewer piece. No one, not the standing room only crowd of residents & not the city, was
concerned/worried/alarmed/planning/raising the issue re any necessity of totally replacing all the water & sanitary sewer
at the same time as the street was done. It was street & curb & gutter & storm sewer, and it was based on review and
evaluation of street conditions.

This is unlike the Country Club project, where it was planned since maybe 2005 that the whole OLD water system needed
to be replaced, where there were water main breaks and lots of damage and expense and emergency repairs. In
contrast, our water system is not that old, the condition is not that bad (yet) and this is a prospective replacement,
(without an inspection of the water system). It is an additional burden and I think we need to rethink how all these
expenses get allocated. The city says they don't need to inspect the water system in the Richmond Hills Park area to see
how it really is - because they're going to do it now anyway, since they are doing the street and they MIGHT AS WELL. 1t
adds to the cost a lot. A cost that is altready high. It worsens the already significant impact of the unfair way we pay for
city street projects by burdening the homeowners too much. It is money saving for the city and an additional expense for
the homeowners to align these projects. Why should it be true that street replacement and water replacement are
always on the same schedule? They really are not & they do not have the same life span. It's just we might as well do it
once while we are there. It is more "convenient."

In 2011, a policy decision was taken that we

might as well

pile it on

as long as the street is being reconstructed

while we are there

we might as well

do the water and sanitary sewer too

which does make sense

it also is a bit bridezilla, if you know what I mean. As long as we are flying down to the Bahamas for the wedding we
might as well do this and have that while we are there and going to all that trouble - never mind whether or not the
people who are paying for it can afford the wholesale replacement of the water system at this time, without inspection or
the degree of "need" that guided previous projects.

We're doing it now because we might as well, while the opportunity exists, while the street is being reconstructed
anyway. Makes sense, but it also spending other people's money and money they don't have. There's almost no limit to
what bridezilla can pile on. We might as well allow people to pay for sump pump connections to the storm sewer...
(there are some sump pumps but I doubt those owners can afford it or think they need that on top of everything) and
maybe we might as well REDO the whole gas connections to every house (but that wouldn't cost the residents anything)
and we might as well!

The city wants to do a wholesale replacement of the city water system at the time of street reconstruction. The area's
water system is not being inspected for weak points or likely breaks. Why? Because they say they don't need to inspect
it now, because it's all going to go anyway. Does that mean residents want the water system to fall apart first?? No, but
it means there could be time to work out a better way to pay for these very pricy projects. It's like a problem in search of
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a solution. The contractor has experience on these big mega projects, they want to do it, it makes sense for them, the
city finds a few examples of some water "problems" in the area and we might as well replace the whole thing. It burdens
residents. My next door neighbor put her house up for sale.

Of course I agree that anything like "trips" is not a reasonable or workable or sensible approach to allocating the expense
of street reconstruction. Rather I think the costs of these projects should be a city wide expense and the basis for
contributions from property owners is related to their property values. I like value because it is often a reasonable proxy
for "ability to pay". There is some precedent to this just as there are some protections in place for seniors, and
particularly low income seniors re their property taxes and special assessments, generally because it is assumed they are
on a fixed income. Not everyone is in a position to generate extra income needed to contribute to replacing the water
and sanitary sewer and the street. It's about $185/month, every month for 10 years, if it is all financed at 5.75%.

I expect people are/will be resigned to the project. Somehow these things need to get done. Yet the way these projects
are to be paid for is not fair and not right and not the only way and not the way other cities have managed to maintain
their streets and safe water supplies.

Best regards,
Susan



Susan Howl !
[
|

From: Steve Mereness [mailto:smereness@dsginc.biz]

Sent: Fri 1/13/2012 10:38 AM

To: Emilie Kastner; jonibennett12@comcast.net; Mary Brindle; joshsprague@edinarealty.com
Cc: David Goergen; Wayne Houle; Jesse Struve; Mike McNabb; Jon Bradley; Dave Sinclair
Subject: Water Meter Replacement Bid

Honorable Mayor and City Council members,

We would like to respectfully request the opportunity to address the Edina City Council at the upcoming council meeting
regarding the bid for Water Meter Replacement Project. Representatives from Dakota Supply Group will be at the
meeting.

City officials may contend that the Badger ORION radio read product, produced by Badger Meter of Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, does not meet the City bid specification. Dakota Supply Group (DSG) acknowledges the specification was
weighted in favor of a competing product, so much so that we were not going to be able to submit a bid. However, the City
requested that DSG provide a bid. Specifically, that we bid the Badger ORION product. We have documentation
illustrating this request. Furthermore, the City indicated that the ORION product would be considered an "equal" to the
specified product.

Sealed bids were received by the City on the afternoon of January 10, 2012. Dakota Supply Group was the low bidder by
a margin of $132,000. Later that evening, we were informed that the City had decided to consider another cost variable
that was not included in the sealed bid - namely battery replacement cost. If this cost variable was of such importance,
and would in fact be used as the deciding factor in the bid, then this cost variable should have been included in the sealed
bid. We also question the veracity of the data used in computing the "battery replacement costs" for the ORION system.

It is our position that Dakota Supply Group was the lowest responsive, responsible bidder and should be awarded the
contract.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Regards,

Steve Mereness

Metering Technology Group Manager
smereness@dsginc.biz

Phone #: 952-890-3811

Direct #: 612-518-8892

Fax #: 952-890-8418

Toll Free #. 800-325-0514

www.dakotasupplygroup.com




Susan Howl

From: Gary Cheezig [mailto:garycheezig@comcast.net]
Sent: Thu 1/12/2012 6:04 PM

To: Emilie Kastner

Subject: Edina City Council

Mayor Hovland,

I spoke with you and all of the council members except Joni Bennett
who did not return my call regarding my encounter with the Edina city
attorney when I went to traffic court last week. Josh Sprague asked
me to write the information and send it to him which I did. 1 assume
he has sent the email to you.

I am still waiting to hear back from anyone as to what is going to be
done as well as the name of the contracted firm and the names of the
attorneys associated with that firm. As I wrote to Josh Sprague at
this time I am not sure how I will proceed however I will for sure be
reporting the firm and the specific attorney involved in this matter
to the Minnesota Bar Association.

Gary Cheezig
952-925-0015
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Susan Howl

From: Susan [mailto:]

Sent: Thu 1/12/2012 7:32 PM

To: Emilie Kastner

Cc: susanpetersen55436@gmail.com
Subject: Countryside Reconstruction

Please forward this to City Council

I live on Hillside Road where the roads are going to be redone this coming summer. | am on the

countryside neighborhood steering committee. | was invited to a steering committee meeting at City Hall with Wayne
Houle,Scott Neal etc to discuss topics that concern the countryside neighborhood. This coming summer the countryside
neighborhood will be having our roads redone. In the last open house, it was brought to our attention that our assessment
may be up to $12,000.00 which is a lot of money, which most people do not have. | was informed tonight that ETA is
recommending adding sidewalks to this project which has not been notified to our neighborhood. | am City Council to
decline the sidewalk project because of late notice to the neighborhood. | was also informed that it will cost an additional
$1700.00 to each neighbor. Our neighborhood completed questionaires that we returned and stated that we do not want
sidewalks or we do not need them. Their are sidewalks on Tracy which are not used that often, and not many people take
walks down our street.

Susan Petersen
6213 Hillside Road\
Edina, Mn 55436



Susan Howl

From: Sasha Pimkine [mailto:apimkine@hotmail.com] |
Sent: Thu 1/12/2012 10:43 PM { s R W
To: Emilie Kastner -
Subject: Countryside Neighborhood Improvements

Please forward this to City Council

I live at the corner of Tracy Ave and Hillside Road. I am writing to express my concern about the plan to add the sidewalk
along Hillside Road. I have been living at this location for over last five year and have not seen much foot or car traffic
along Hillside Road. From my point of view adding the sidewalk is unnecessary, very expensive for residents and has not

been communicated properly to affected parties. Please, consider not putting the sidewalk.
Thank you for your consideration.

Best Regards,

Alexandre Pimking

6201 Tracy Ave
Edina, MN 55436



Willlam Rodgers -

G100 Arhour Tane, Fdina, MN 35136, 952-027-9 (21, - jbr62@carthhnk.net

January 5, 2012

Mr. Jack D. Sullivan, P.L. et
City of Lidina Lngimcering Department

7450 Metro Boulevard

Lodina, Minnesota 55439

Dcar Mr. Sullivan:
[ would like to pass on some comments regarding the Tracy Avenue Rehabilitation Project.

The Roundabout I believe that you are correct in stating that roundabouts improve the [low ol trallic and are
saler than normal cross streets concerning vehicles. T found documentation to agree with your comments aboul
trallic. T could not lind any data regarding pedestrian salety. Our concern is more lor the salety ol our children
than trallic Now.

When we were in Sweden last year crosswalks at busy roundabouts had lights (o stop trallic and signals that
mdicated when it was sale (o cross lor pedestrians. There was also a continuous beeping that only stopped
when the trallie light changed. This allowed pedestrians (o know when it was sale (o cross and when to stop.
Perhaps you should consider something like that for school children that would have (o cross at the
roundabout.

Bicycle Lanes The mlormation T found regarding bike lanes stated a guideline width ol [rom 1-5 leet
dependimg on location. Regarding bike lanes in Ldina - When I checked actual width measurements they were
[rom 13” (o 19" with most ol the new ones at 5 leel. Once ol the specilications stated that il the bike lane was
adjacent to a parking lane, the bike lane could be reduced to /4 [eet. That could apply (o the bike lane on the
Llast side ol "I'racy.

Bulfer Lanes This is the grassy lane between the curb and the sidewalk. This guideline again varied between
nonce (o S leet depending on location. Il there is not a parking lanc or not a bike lane the five-foot guideline
should be lollowed. However, where there is a bike lane or a parking lane next (o the curby a buller lane is nol
deemed necessary. This makes sense since there would be a natural bulfer lane next to the curb of from 5 (o
12 [eet on the Fast side ol "T'racy. Lidina has streets without buller lanes between the curb and sidewalk and
they do not have a parking lane or a bike lane now.

As you probably know the grassy buller lanes arce also dillicult to maintain. On the west side of the street the 6-
10 [eet next to the street is Tull ol weeds every spring, because ol the salt during the winter, unless homeowners
maintain them.

Unless you decide to not install parking and bike lanes you could gain 5 feet by chimmating the grassy buller
lanc. This would make up the 4 feet you plan o add o the West side of T'racy Ave. The Tour [eet was a major
issuc lor many residents that said you would be encroaching on their privacy and climinating many trees that
arc part ol the neighborhood. The majority ol those attending your last mecting requested that you take 2 feet
from cach side ol the street il you have (o have lour leet to meet your total lootage requirements. A better
compromisc would be to elimmate the buller lanc.

Sidewalks The guideline T found for sidewalks was [rom 4-6 [cet. The majority ol the guidelines were live [eel
wide. I do not think any neighbors had an issuc with this.



Project Cost The cost ol the project is still a difficult item for the Countryside residents to buy into that
do not leel a bike lane is necessary even il it is in the comprehensive plan. Countryside residents have
been hit with lower home values, higher taxes, and a zoning change. I for one do not leel a
responsibility to support bikers that are lew and probably not residents. Is there any way (o reduce the
cost ol the project or charge bikers an additional registration [ec (o support bike lanes?

Please consider some ol these guidelines and thoughts that T have rescarched and outhned. T beheve
that the neighborhood goal for this project is (o maintain the residential look, keep the same width of
the street or keep it to a minimum. You might want (o take a straw vote on what the neighborhood
wants at the next meeting. Thank you again lor your mectings and willingness to hear our concerns and
hopclully be open (o compromisc.

Sincerely,

William Rodgers

Ce: Ldima Mayor and City Council Members
Scott Neal
Karen Kurt
Barbara Hoganson



Susan Howl

From: Lynette Biunno

Sent: Thursday, January 05, 2012 8:54 AM

Cc: Susan Howl

Subject: FW: Thoughts on the Public Works Site
Attachments: CaseForCommunityCenter.pdf; ATT3327171.txt

Lynette Biunno, Receptionist
952-927-8861 | Fax 952-826-0389
Ibiunno@ci.edina.mn.us | www.CityofEdina.com ...For Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business

From: Laura Nisi [mailto:Inisi@mac.com]
Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2012 10:01 PM
To: Lynette Biunno

Subject: Thoughts on the Public Works Site

Happy New Year Council Members.

| wanted to forward to you a piece of writing I've been working on regarding the fate of the Public Works Site within the
Grandview Area Small Plan.

At a recent public meeting | expressed the hope that that area would be considered for a Community Center and one of
those in attendance said "We already have a community center."

| disagree with that statement and wanted to clarify why.
Attached are those thoughts. Thank you for your attention.

Laura Nisi

Inisi@mac.com



Susan Howl

Dear friends on the City Council & Mayor - Jim, Mary, Josh, Ann & Joni,

I'd like to add another thought regarding our pending street improvement project. I wonder if one option would be a one
year moratorium on this project while funding mechanism alternatives are further explored. I suggest this because it's
not the case that the city's current REU approach is long standing, the only way forward or even the way things have
really been done up till now. We are not stuck with this system with its unfair disproportionate impacts on

residents. Better alternatives for funding projects going forward can be identified and implemented, perhaps gradually
over time to reduce these unfair inequities and hardships. It has to do with Big Picture Values - we value diversity and
fairness, we value safe streets and water supply, maybe we even value less wear and tear on our streets - why stick with
SIX different trash haulers (so a dozen different trucks can go up and down our streets on yard waste & trash day every
week from April till November). Let the city contract with GarbageMan - they use little trucks, they are more local and
green and they are a lot cheaper, as the economy minded people in my neighborhood would know.

A good example of some application of at least some equity to the funding process for street reconstruction is the recent
Country Club project. Did every owner in the Country Club pay (or get assessed) the same for their recent street
project? No, they didn't. Before the project commenced, residents were repeatedly asking legitimate questions like the
one paraphrased below and the city listened to them: "Should owners residing on streets like Arden and Bruce pay the
same for the street project as owners residing on streets like Edina Boulevard and Moorland???" Is that fair? right?
reasonable? appropriate? And the answer was no. Their assessments differed by about $4K or about 20%.

Areas A-213 and L-43 of the Country Club were assessed $11,467 for street and $4,705 for sanitary sewer or
$16,172.

Areas A-214 and L-49 of the Country Club were assessed $15,370 for the street and $5,018.96 for sanitary
sewer or $20,390.

The "basis" for this difference was lot size, but it really amounts to a real difference in property values. The smaller lots
were lower value and they paid significantly less for the project, under the approach the city adopted for the Country Club
final assessments in 2010, not so long ago. There was no real difference in street use between areas A-213 and A-

214. There is no real relationship between linear feet on the road and what you should pay for the street. There is
some logic to lower value properties paying their fair share of a city improvement project and not a disproportionate
share. In the Country Club, we see the lower value property owners got a break, essentially because their property was
valued lower since they owned less land Now owners in Richmond Hills Park, an area of significantly less average value
than either A-213 or A-214, are faced with the disproportionate burden and understandably the reaction from the
neighborhood is one of significant concern.

Thank you again.

Sincerely yours,
Susan Khatri, 5005 Richmond Drive



Susan Howl

Dear Mayor Hovland, Scott Neal, Karen Kurt, and Council Members Bennett, Swensen, Brindle and
Sprague:

Having read Richard Novack’s email (below),l want to correct some erroneous information. While
Take Back the Air addresses the most prevalent neighborhood air pollutants, we are not advocating
for a ban on anything except outdoor recreational wood burning. We are trying to educate the public
while pressing for healthier alternatives. We would at least like to see ordinance changes to mitigate
wood smoke in some ways. For instance, if you can get a permit for having a rec fire, shouldn't it be
possible to get a permit for clean air? Or disallow wood burning in the parks? Or have some no-burn
days?

I'm aware that this “hired gun” has been paid to deny the seriousness of wood smoke issues and to
incriminate someone who is doing her best to educate the public and limit toxic wood smoke (me). In
line with the ADA Guidelines, it makes sense that parks and other public spaces should be accessible
to everyone. Especially those with asthma--and others to whom wood smoke presents an actual
“physical barrier”. You may want to check out how many authorities now claim that wood smoke not
only causes asthma but also cancer, and that it is implicated in birth defects and premature death in
people of all ages. See www.burningissues.org.

It also concerns me that Mr. Novack appears to be using a blackmail-like technique to intimidate city
officials from addressing wood smoke. As savvy politicians, you probably sense what's going on
here. As always, thank you for your consideration.

Julie Mellum

From: "Richard Novack" <Richard@politicalmoderates.org>

Date: December 31, 2011 2:07:10 PM CST

To: "Edina City Council" <edinamail@ci.edina.mn.us>

Cc: "Joni Bennett" <jonibennett12@comcast.net>, ""Josh Sprague"
<joshsprague@edinarealty.com>, “"Mary Brindle"
<mbrindle@ci.edina.mn.us>, "Scott Neal" <sneal@ci.edina.mn.us>
Subject: Looming Pollution Controversy in Edina

Mayor, Council, and Manager Neal

A man connected with my political work, work which some of you also are aware, wants to hire me to
7 “"

create a public outcry and resident firestorm over Julie Mellum’s “nonsensical” anti-pollution efforts
through the council.



To be truthful, his first request was for me to run a recall campaign of council members who supported
the Centennial fireplace change “and waste of money”. | explained that Minnesota law doesn’t have a
petitionable council recall process.

After that he asked that | “surprise pack” a city council meeting with people wanting to make public
comment. There is enough money available to mail thousands of incendiary pieces to carefully targeted
recipients —and Ms. Mellum certainly has provided sufficient ammunition for me. I've attached PDF’s of
her website where she not only wants to ban woodsmoke, but backyard grills, lawnmowers, yard
chemicals, perfumes, laundry fragrances. Much of the reference material and brochure she quotes was
written by ... ... ... her. [attached] Her letter to the editor last week, especially as (I assume) Katy
headlined it, must have made your skin crawl. | have a mantra | sometimes forget to follow “never argue
with a fanatic, never argue with a ....” But sometimes you have to take them on when they are about to
do damage.

I’'m not sure any of you were on the Edina Council the last time | caused city hall to be packed with riled
up citizens for anissue. I've done it a number of times since about 1967. And frankly, Mgr. Neal has
predicted this was going to get ugly in his blog as | recall.

This is an important set of issues to a lot of people in our community who DO care a lot about the
environment but are also rational practical people. Personally, | would like to keep it that way. There are
quality of life issues and other considerations for living in Edina. One “next step” that was raised to me
and was posted on Facebook’s Politics in Edina a while back is that natural gas — primarily methane —is a
considerable carcinogen, so would we next ban its use? Or automotive exhaust? Or school bus diesel
exhaust? Or batteries and CFL lamps because of mercury? Or electric devices because generation plants
cause greenhouse gases and wires emit radiation? There really is no end, but there is practicality.

This isn’t going to go away, but | think we could all manage it practically. I'm sure each of you already
think so too.

I have way too much to do in this coming election year that | don’t want this contract — but would do it if
necessary both because | too care, and rather than let some outsider be brought in.

I’'m sure you too want this off the Council’s plate as there is a lot more important work to do. Yes, |
regularly watch council meetings (and school boards, and legislature, etc.) in the background as | do
other work. You have plenty already lined up.

So if someone, maybe Jim, wants to let me know if we can find a good path, please let me know. If you
want to hold some kind of pre-planned hearing on these issues this year, maybe | can get them to spend
the money on mustering people out for that, rather than the council attack and media-circus method. |
really think Mgr. Neal and his staff have more important things to do within today’s budgeting.

Lastly, in wishing all of you a Happy New Year, let me share, in both seriousness and humor of the
season, another PDF by Troy Walker [attached] re: Santa Claus’s dilemma in a Politically Correct
world.

Dick Novack

Richard V Novack
PoliticalModerates.org




The Case for a Community Center
as part of the Grandview Small Area Plan

Background

At a public meeting last month of the Grandview Small Area Plan group, someone expressed a
hope for a community center at the old Public Works site. At that time, another person in
attendance remarked “Why do we need a community center -- we have a perfectly good one
across the street?”

This sentiment has been heard before, in reference to the building known as the “Edina
Community Center” on Normandale Boulevard. While called a community center, this
building is actually home to the Edina school district offices, Normandale elementary school,
Early Childhood Education, a handful of district-related organizations, as well as numerous
community-based organizations. Of course, Community Education offices are there and they
use a handful of classrooms for some of their programming, which is apparently why the
“Community Center” title is used.

While this building is an important resource for the community, I suggest that it does not serve
as a true community center for many reasons. First, most of the space is neither intended nor
available for community use, as it is designated for many other purposes. Secondly, the
building itself is cambersome, confusing, and very outdated. Third, parking is limited at best,
and sometimes completely unavailable if there is a function at the middle school. Last, due to
the many scheduled events, there are little to no “open” times in the building, which is
compounded by the fact that the building is closed on Sundays.

What is called the Edina Community Center is not a civic-oriented building, but
rather a school district entity not operated by the city.

What We Have and What We Lack

Edina has many public facilities, to be sure. However, not one of them, with the possible
exception of the Art Center (a facility sorely in need of upgrade itself) exists solely for the use
and benefit of the community at large and on a year-round basis. The Aquatic Center,
obviously, has a very narrowly prescribed use and season, and is also meant to draw from
outside the community to sustain itself. The space at Edinborough offers limited opportunities,
is shared with residential and commercial entities and is far from the center of the community.
Braemar is another example of a single focus, seasonal amenity. The Library/Senior Center
near Grandview Square doesn’t fit the bill of being available to the community at large, by
definition of its age limits and the limited hours and space the library has. The space at
Arneson Acres is limited in focus and times of use as well.



What Edina is missing is a facility that serves the entire community in both structured and
unstructured ways, that is accessible seven days a week year round. A facility that is centrally
located and designed for this new millennium.

In short, what we have are disparate facilities that each serve a segment of the
community with a special interest.

What we lack is a central place to gather, to exchange ideas and information, to
learn, to play and to connect.

The Opportunity

Here is a description from the website of another city of their community center:
“This state-of-the-art facility is designed to be the community's center, a focal point of civic
pride and a resource for every Suisun City resident.”

We have an opportunity right now to designate the Public Works Site as a place to act as this
community’s center. To be that focal point of civic pride and to be a resource for every resident
of Edina, from birth to retirement.

What that looks like doesn’t really matter at this point. Clearly an accessible, flexible,
welcoming and vibrant space. Maybe the focus is on recreation, with a walking track, gyms,
fitness areas, and a pool combined with a lounge and rooms for meetings, classes, and large
gatherings. Maybe the focus is on performance and education, with a theater, classrooms, craft
rooms and snack area. Maybe it is a combination of all of these things.

What does matter is the opportunity, right now, to decide to make this intersection of Edina a
focal point for connections and engagement. With the plan for a possible redesign of the
entrances/exits at HWY 100, a great connection would exist between city hall and this new
space that would make this area a centerpiece of civic pride and experience.

We would then have an opportunity to say on our own website: “This state-of-
the-art facility is designed to be the community's center, a focal point of civic
pride and a resource for every Edina resident.”
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January 6 2012

Certlﬁed Mall/Return Recelpt RequestedA

g Wayne D Houle o ”
_Director of Pubhc Works/C1ty Engmeer
~City Hall -, s

4801 West 50th Street

Edma MN 55424 1394

’ RCE A Douglas and Jill Benner .,

Dear Mr..'Houle‘, gl

RONALD S. KALINA (1944-1991)

'OF COUNSEL
JAMES R. CRASSWELLER

' MICHAEL C. GLOVER -
DIRECT DIAL - (763) 259-3450
EMAIL. GLOVER@KWGC-LAW.COM - -

REC l:v.r

- Our firm has a‘gain.been.retained—fo represent Mr. Doug Benner and Ms. Jill Benner (the:

“Benners”) in a rnatter involving the trimming.of trees bordering their property and Valley View
Road. While my chents apprec1ate your last letter dated December 21, 2011, requesting that they
de- llmb their spruce trees to a height of eight (8) feet, the Benners w1ll not be taking such action.
“Ina meetmg with you and the City of Edina’s (the “City”) attorney, Mr. Knutson, you agreed to
abide by the RLK study and its recommendations with respect to what trees needed to be

‘ tr1mmed After this meeting,, you marked the trees to be trimmed based on the RLK study as

R d1scussed The Benners 1mmed1ately trrmmed those branches and cons1dered this matter

resolved ‘ :

- As you may 1ecall on October 14, 2011, the Benners received a letter from the City

s g demandrng that they remove the trees and arbor vitae bushes within thlrty (30) days. Some of

these trees and bushes are located on the roadway right of way d1rectly adjacent to the Benners’
land. Subsequently, the Clty revoked that demand so that it could reyiew the situation more’
closely - :

After rev1ew1ng the s1tuatron more closely, on December 6, 2011, the City issued a new

~ +request that the Benners trim their spruce frees instead of remove them. At that point the

‘Benners met with you and trimmed their spruce trees to your specifications, as demanded by the
City. The Benners fully complied with the City’s request. Now, in response to the

' unsubstantrated and false rantings by a neighborhood activist, the City changed its mind yet
again, now demandrng that the Benners de-limb their spruce trees up to eight (8) feet. The
Benners will not be taking any further action w1th respect to the spruce trees The Benners



_ Kalina, Wills, Gisvold & Clark, PLLP

Mr. Wayne D. Houle

- January 6,2012
: Page2of2

. .comphed w1th the Clty s orlglnal request as you and the Benners understood it. In fact, after the
- Benners trimmed the trees to- your speo1f cations, you conﬁrmed they complied with the City's
: demand . Lok £ e

: Through th1s entire situation, the C1ty has been unclear about where it derlves the
authority to make this demand of the Benners. After a careful evaluation of the relevant Crty
- ordinances, it is obvious that there is no legal ground to demand that the Benners de-limb the
'spruce trees to a height of eight (8) feet. Indeed, you and two traffic engineering firms admit. the
Benners are in fuill compliance with the C1ty s clear view ordinances.’ If the City intends to take

B act10n to attempt to force the Benners to take any action, it must demonstrate how the Benners

- are violating a specific City ordlnance To date the City has not done SO and has’ taken no action
whrch complies w1th the prov1s1ons of its own ordmances Tk :

; The C1ty has not presented the Benners w1th any legal basis to support the de- hmbmg of
~ these trees, and cannot 1dent1fy any ordinance the Benners are violating. The Benners already
“complied with'the City’s December 6, 2011 request Simply put, the Benners are in full
“compliance with the City’s ordinances and the City cannot demand anything further from these -
law abiding citizens. The Benners as they have for years, will continue to fulfill their
obhgatlons to- keep the trees properly maintained and in compllance with all C1ty ordmances

Please contact me 1f you have any quest1ons

'Yours very truly, :

MCG gem _ _
. cc: Doug and Jill Benner
- Roger Knutson, Esq.
- Edina C1ty Counc1l
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Annie P. Baldwin, Ph.D. |
5628 Xerxes Avenue South, Edina, Mn 55410-2637 | z==zc-z------ .. |

January 9, 2012

Mr. Josh Sprague
Councilman

Edina City Council
Edina City Hall

4801 W. 50th Street
Edina, MN 55424-1330

Dear Mr. Sprague:

[ write in response to an e-mail message that you sent, a few weeks ago, to my
neighbor, Dr. Bill Price. You responded to questions raised about the proposed
installation of sidewalks on Xerxes Avenue South. Although the city, county
and state have agreed to pay for the construction of the sidewalks, there are
other issues that must be given serious consideration before proceeding with
this project.

There are disabled and senior citizens who reside on Xerxes Avenue South. An
extremely important issue of who will bear the additional financial burden for
expenses associated with this sidewalk installation, especially snow removal.
While some residents may not have a problem clearing snow from portions of
the sidewalk, there are those of us who cannot remove snow because of
arthritic, cardiovascular and other health conditions related to aging. The
absence of good physical health and life on fixed incomes make the entire
proposition an untenable situation, at best, for me and others.

In addition to the circumstances cited above, the slope of my front yard, as
with some others, requires the purchase and installation of a retaining wall to
help prevent or reduce soil erosion. The proposed construction also dictates
that the yards will have to be torn apart and reconstructed. This will be
accompanied by uprooting and replanting trees, as well as bushes/shrubbery,
and the removal and replacement of decorative rocks and other landscaping
items. All of this, as indicated previously, becomes an additional financial
burden to everyone, like me, who cannot afford that financial imposition.

Has anyone taken into account that there are native trees more than 50 years
old growing in many yards on Xerxes Avenue South? An environmental impact
and feasibility study needs to be conducted before any real serious
consideration is given to (or actually doing so) in cutting down trees, planting



Mr. Josh Sprague
January 9, 2012
Page Two

new trees, replacing the sod, and other. There will be a loss of habitat for
native birds and squirrels that live and nest in these trees. Why not keep the
green space that already exists? It is difficult to believe that the City of Edina
is not committed to a green environment in as many sectors as possible.

Certain actions should be taken before Edina City Council imposes its
authority on the residents of Xerxes Avenue South. The least of these actions
is giving my neighbors and me the courtesy of a visit to the neighborhood with
sufficient time to speak directly to residents in a sincere effort to learn about
their concerns and to understand the actual layout of community. It is
extremely reasonable to expect and ask that you and other members of the City
Council poll the residents and hold public meetings after your initial visit to the
neighborhood to gather as many perspectives as possible for direct
consideration. Capital improvements should never be undertaken with a “one
size fits all” assumption. It is an unreasonable way to treat tax-paying citizens.

I urge you and your colleagues to not move forward with this project without
giving firm, non-superficial, fair consideration to the issues raised in this
communication, as well as others that you will glean from talking to and
hearing from your constituents. My neighbors and I look forward to your
working with us and placing real value to our opinions and concerns as they
pertain specifically to the proposed sidewalk construction project on Xerxes
Avenue South.

I am available to discuss the issues raised at a time of our mutual convenience.

Sincerely yours,

O\./Y\f,\,"\j\) P ( g“MIIML’Q\‘

Annie P. Baldwin, Ph.D.

Cc: Joni Bennett
Mary Brindle
James B Hovland [/
Ann Swenson



1/5/1

5008 W. 56" St.
Edina, MN 55436

Edina City Council;

Enclosed is a copy of the letter | sent to you on 6/6/11.
| had and still have the expectation of a reply.

| am requesting that you read and respond to my concerns outlined in the 6/6/11 letter.

Sincerely,
Oy Cmancl

Jill Emanuel



6/6/11

5008 W. 56t St
Edina, MN 55436

Edina City Council
James Hovland
Joni Bennett
Mary Brindle
Josh Sprague
Ann Swenson

Edina City Hall
4801 W. 50t St.
Edina, MN 55424

This past Sunday, 6/5/11, several cars on the street where | live were
cited in violation of City Code:

Section 1400.10
Subd.7 Limited Parking Zones.

B. Six Hour Parking. No person in charge of any vehicle shall park or permit the vehicle to stand upon
any street or highway for more than six consecutive hours, unless otherwise designated on erected and
installed signs. This paragraph shall not apply to vehicles used by persons while such persons are present
and actively engaged in services performed on the premises of others, such as painting, home construction
or repair, installation of appliances, cleaning, or fumigating.

D. Shifting of Parked Vehicle. To regulate limited parking, any vehicle moved a distance of not more than
three tenths of a mile during the limited parking period shall be deemed to have remained stationary.

The majority of the cars cited belong to the homeowners. We were all
surprised as not a single neighbor | talked to was aware of this regulation.
| have lived in Edina for a total of 36 years, and most of my neighbors are
also long time residents.

My concern over this issue is that the city of Edina has not made it known
to the majority of residents about the 6 hour limited parking. Why does
the city choose to enforce such a little known regulation without first
informing home owners if they are in violation and give them the chance
to correct it and/or learn the regulation, as is done when a home owner is
in violation of a city code involving “nuisances” on their property?



The officer writing out the “tickets” explained that the cars on our block
were being ticketed as a complaint had been issued. It is very hard for us
residents to understand that cars, less than ¥4 block away, can park for a
length of time longer than 6 hours. My neighbors and myself are being
required to follow a set of rules that the majority of Edina residents do
not have to.

Along with responding to the above stated concerns, | would also like to
have you respond to the following questions.

At times in the future, | will be having family members, (along with my 2
children who are home from college and have their own cars), staying at
my house. They will be overnight guests, and there will be more cars at
my home that can not fit in my driveway. What are practical solutions for
this, as this is a common occurrence for many of the families living on my
block?

As cited in the code, for a car to be considered “moved” it has to be
moved a distance of more than 3/10 of a mile. On Sunday, my brother-
in-law’s car was parked on the street in front of my house and his tires
had been marked. Around noon, he took his car and ran several errands.
He returned home about an hour later. He observed the officer ticketing
cars, so he spoke briefly with the officer. He questioned if he would
receive a ticket as he had moved his car, yet he was planning on parking
his car on the street directly in front of my house where it had been when
the tires were marked. The officer recommended that he park in the
driveway. My question is, could he have been ticketed as he had moved
the car, and had been gone for at least an hour, and he had moved it for a
total of much more than the 3/10 mile. Would he have received a ticket
if he had returned to the same general area and the police officer did not
know that that car had been driven? Also, does the “clock” start again
after the first 6 hours? After that first 6-hour violation, can the car be
parked on the street...does the “clock” start again at that time for a 6-
hour time frame?

In conclusion, | feel as if my neighbors and | are being targeted/harassed
by a neighbor. If only a specific area is being held accountable, and it is
only due to one complaining neighbor, | view this as a form of harassment.



Thank you for attention to this matter and | look forward to hearing your
response to my questions and concerns.

Sincerely,

Jill Emanuel



Susan Howl

Subject: FW: Richmond Hills street and sewer project

Dear friends on the City Council & Mayor - Jim, Mary, Josh, Ann & Joni,

Happy 2012 and thank you all for your dedicated service.
I wanted to pass on my part of a conversation taking place in our neighborhood book club re the pending street project.

I wonder if there is some proactive way to more forward with the necessary projects and also address the significant
issues about how we are funding our projects?

Thank you.
Susan Khatri
5005 Richmond Drive

From: dragontales31@hotmail.com

To: marjorieb13@yahoo.com; abby.rooney@gmail.com; alisonjanel2@msn.com; bellfaerie@yahoo.com;
bhltate@comcast.net; teena.bolin@gmail.com; cjohnson6690@msn.com; dickbevrooney@aol.com;
esclarke@cbburnet.com; janvincel@aol.com; kanecarman@comcast.net; kellianne williamson@yahoo.com;
emily knodt@uhc.com; lottiez@hotmail.com; meredithwold@hotmail.com; susanmeyerl3@comcast.net; mich-
al@comcast.net; molly@imaginecoaching.com; renata.thompson@medtronic.com; sks0873@msn.com;
scrowley@mspcommunications.com; sims0007@umn.edu; svucenich@hotmail.com

Subject: RE: Richmond Hills street and sewer project

Date: Wed, 4 Jan 2012 12:45:26 -0600

Hi Book Clubbers,

Thanks for mentioning this project Marge. While I agree this project is necessary and the results will likely be pretty nice
(I sure hope so for nearly 17K), I hope the city can recognize the disparate impact of the funding mechanism for these
street/sewer projects on our neighborhood and do something positive about this disparate impact, instead of just
throwing up their hands because "they've always done it this way" and therefore they are somehow bound forever to do
it this same way. The fact is, the mechanism used by the City of Edina is a not a fair or reasonable or appropriate way
to fund this project because of the disparate impact on the property owners re: this assessment, relative to other projects
in the city. Always and forever are very long times and the mechanism Edina has used to fund street projects is not the
only fair way these projects can be successfully undertaken. It shouldn't be necessary to wait forever to address this
fundamentally unfair approach to repairing our streets and sewers.

The costs for this project should be borne in a manner that at least approaches some degree of fundamental fairness that
I'm sure all homeowners can accept.

The Country Club project interest rate (set in October 2010, after the project was completed) was 5.75% over ten

years. The interest rate on our project may be similar or possibly even less?

The Country Club project included the brick paver crosswalks, sod, and side walk repairs (since the neighborhood already
has sidewalks on both sides and already has decorative lighting.) The neighborhood successfully prevented some
proposed traffic calming measure like speed bumps.

The costs per REU for the Country Club project were either $16,172 per REU ($11,467 for street and $4,705 for
sanitary sewer for areas A-213 and L-43) or $20,390 per REU ($15,370 for the street and $5,018.96 for sewer for areas
L-214 and L-49), so you'd have to say the costs are similar for about the same thing, with the current estimate of
$16,800 per REU for our project.




My view is the disparate impact of the way we fund our improvement projects is fundamentally unfair and requires
review. My property taxes are just under $3500. The proposed assessment is almost five times my property
taxes. So over ten years, this special assessment represents about a 50 percent increase in what I will pay. This
impact is way out of proportion to the impact of other projects. There are plenty of houses on Browndale, for example,
where the property taxes are in the neighborhood of $16K to $20K to $22K and UP per year, so for those REUs, the
street & sewer improvement project was a "mere" single multiple of their annual property tax or less. For a similar
impact as our project, their special assessment could have been in the neighborhood of 100K, an absurd amount and
more than it actually cost of course, or about five times their annual property taxes.... which is what this proposed
assessment means to me and my family.

Property taxes are some indication of relative value and also some indication of what property owners may find
reasonable to afford. For my street to cost me five times my annual property taxes, while a few blocks away the street
expense is about one year's worth of property tax bump (give or take) demonstrates the fundamental unfairness of this
funding approach to street and sewer replacement.

My view is the city is tone deaf about this project, with their repeated inquiry about home owner's pet containment fences
and underground sprinkler systems and advising people to consult with their various contractors and service employees....
We've lived here about fifteen years now and I don't find it a neighborhood of invisible pet fences or a lot of underground
sprinkler systems. Rather I see a neighborhood of about half black top driveways, half dated concrete driveways and
perhaps one paver driveway on our street (that the city featured in their power point presentation) that I believe was
installed by the homeowners themselves. Plus, our neighborhood project does not include either decorative lighting or
any sidewalk anywhere. 1 expect part of the lack of interest in those amenities [cited by the city in their letter] was due
to the projected cost - people likely felt they just couldn't afford any decorative lighting or enjoy any sidewalks on top of
the street and sewer costs of the project, even when the project cost was thought to be $8K - $12K, as it was described
at the standing room only meeting I attended about the project. Last night my daughter needed to go to the house at
the corner of Richmond Lane and Richmond Drive. It was so dark and icy she needed a ride. It is not the case that our
neighborhood does not want safe lighted streets or safe pedestrian walk ways, people just know they can't afford it on
top of everything else.

So, bottom line, this project will almost certainly move forward and is necessary - and I really like the proposal for the
Windsor/Kent/Warwick Place area - and who doesn't think part of Kent looks pretty down at the heels streetwise? Yet I
don't agree it is impossible to devise a more equitable and fair way to fund these projects, given their disparate impact on
the community. The impact of this project on homeowners will extend to 2023. The city's historical funding approach
has an impact that is fundamentally unfair and deserves to be reviewed now for more equitable alternatives. I don't
agree that the only option for funding these sorts of projects is to continue as they have been funded in the past.

Sincerely yours,
Susan Khatri
5005 Richmond Drive

P.S. My mom lives on West 44th between Wooddale & Browndale (since 1966) and her share of that major street
project will be $2,200. It all depends on the kind of street you live on. For example, the new sidewalk project
completed on Valley View Road this summer (new sidewalk, new driveway aprons (and sometimes about half the
driveway), watered sod and some stone retaining walls, plus city plowing of the sidewalk, was all completed at no cost to
the homeowners.

Yes, of course, West 44th and Valley View Road are major streets with more traffic They are a different sort of
street. Our residential neighborhood streets are subject to different funding sources for replacement. Yes, of course I
bought a house next to Highway 100 because of its lower cost and lower property taxes. It makes all the

difference. Yet, the funding sources for our residential city streets should have some more rational relationship to
fundamental equity and fairness than the current approach.



Susan Howl

January 4, 2012
Mayor Hovland and City Council member Josh Spraque, JPpET—

It was apparent from your laughter and comments, after I spoke last night, that you once again missed the
significance of my remarks. In case others missed them as well I am copying the entire council on this email.

It is critical that we are allowed to speak freely (loquacious) when the topic impacts the livelihood of our
families and our freedoms and where knowlege of the truth [by officials able to help] could spare grave
injustices and tragic consequences. However, when a person (one that professes to be open-minded) combines
their lack of knowledge (ignorance) with open defiance of any attempt to seek the truth, ignores requests

that can be validated with inquiries, and refuses to engage outside assistance (BCA) to address a very serious
offense (vandalizing Edina churches), possible police corruption, etc. - then arrogance, combined with
ignorance, will only make matters worse for everyone.

When I said that I did not want the City Council to "pass the baton" on their responsibility and obligations to
investigate a residents concerns, it was meant to inform you about accountability in a lawsuit. The extent of
your E&O insurance, the financial coverage of Edina and the police department to lawsuits, the insurance
companies awareness of my requests as the normal course of reviewing possible or pending litigation, and all
other avenues for addressing the cost of city lawsuits - should play a role in determining the council's actions.

[f you continue to ignore my requests to engage the BCA, it is my intent that each of you, individually and
collectively, be held accountable for the full financial impact of any lawsuit. It would be wrong for

the residents of Iidina to bear any financial impact. It was December Sth when I made my first

written request. There has been no response provided.

I spoke with Detective Konters around 9PM last night. He was on duty outside the council meeting

room. He informed me that the reason the drug evidence (my 911 call) was marked for destruction, and not sent
to the crime lab for fingerprinting. was because of lack of money. Also according to Vik, the reason the DUI
driver was not brought up on charges was they [Edina police] don't have time or money to pursue petty
misdemeanors. All citizens of Edina should be aware of the handling of this incident as it is a public safety
issue - and one that obviously needs to be addressed.

Please forward this email to the insurance provider for the City of Edina and provide me with a name and
contact information.

Sincerely,
Steve Willett

5705 Kemrich Drive
Iidina. MN 55439



Susan Howl

From: DUHRHAMMER 1@comcast.net [mailto:DUHRHAMMER 1@comcast.net]

Sent: Tuesday, January 03, 2012 5:33 PM

To: Lynette Biunno; jonibennetti2@comcast.net; Mary Brindle; joshsprague@edinareality.com

Cc: aporter@refinedllc.com

Subject: 6109 Oaklawn Ave., Edina, MN; Proposed subdivision of Lots 22 and 23, Block 23, Fairfax, Hennepin County,
Minnesota

Dear Council Members:

First let me introduce myself. My name is Dan Uhrhammer, and | reside at 6101 Oaklawn
Avenue. My Home is at the corner of 61st, and Oaklawn. Just north of the property listed
above which is proposed for subdivision. | have resided at this location since 1991.

As I'm sure you have already realized. | have major concerns regarding this subdivision, and the
impact it will have on my home aesthetics, personal privacy, view, access to sun, and more
importantly the value of my home.

| have had a personal meeting with Andy Porter of Refined, LLC at my home to discuss this
subdivision. His reponse was basically( they will build to the customers liking, with a price point of
$800,000 for each property). The homes will be positioned 5 feet from the property lines, and will be
located forward to the street set back line. | was then informed that they would be similar to the home
they are building at the corner of 59th and Fairfax.

To the point of my correspondence. | would like to invite each of you to visit me at my home, prior to
the hearing on January 11, 2012. Then you can see firsthand the effects that this subdivision and the
building of two homes like that on Fairfax, would have on my property. | am available to you days at
your convenience.

Please feel to contact me at 651-248-5542 at any time.
Thank you for your consideration!

Sincerely,

Dan Uhrhammer

6101 Oaklawn Ave.
Edina, MN. 56171



Susan Howl

From: Lynette Biunno

Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2012 8:57 AM
Cc: Susan Howl

Subject: FW: Viking Project - thanks you

Lynette Biunno, Receptionist
1S 952-927-8861 | Fax 952-826-0389
| " Ibiunno@ci.edina.mn.us | www.CityofEdina.com

...For Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business

WVe're a dotown working te imake the healthy choice the easy choice!
From: gary hoch [mailto:garyhoch@hotmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, January 03, 2012 9:31 PM

To: Lynette Biunno
Subject: Viking Project - thanks you

To: Edina City Counsel

cc Jack Sullivan

Tonight I appeared before the Edina City Council for the first time. I want
to thank the council members for their professional and courteous
handling of our concerns regarding the proposed special assessment
against Vernon Hills Road. Thanks for the hard work you do for the City
of Edina.

Gary Hoch

6610 Vernon Hills Road
Edina, Mn.55436
952-929-1942

oaryhoch@hotmail.com




