REPORT/RECOMMENDATION

To: MAYOR AND COUNCIL Agenda ltem IX. A.
DEBRA MANGEN Action
From: CITY CLERK
Discussion
Subject: CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED SINCE LAST COUNCIL MEETING

INFORMATION/BACKGROUND: Attached are copies of e-mails and letters received
since the last Council meeting.




Susan Howl

From: Kathleen M. Carter [mailto:k.carter@comcast.net]

Sent: Thursday, March 29, 2012 3:04 PM

To: Cary Teague; Jackie Hoogenakker; Joyce Repya; Kris Aaker; swensonannl@gmail.com; Edina Mail;
jonibennett12@comcast.net; joshsprague@edinarealty.com; Mary Brindle

Subject: Hunt Associates Project for Brookside/Todd Park Neighborhood

Dear Mayor, Council Members and Planning Commission:
My name is Kathleen Carter and I live at 4500 Vandervork Avenue.

I am against the Dan Hunt project for an ultra high density high rise housing project in the Brookside/Todd Park
neighborhood. Our neighborhood (Todd Park) was excluded from the Open House held earlier in March
regarding this project but I wasn’t too concerned because 1 felt it would NEVER move forward because it did
not meet the existing zoning requirements. However, I have been following the inexplicable progress that
seems to be moving this project along.

I am extremely concerned that if allowed to move forward, this project would negatively impact our
neighborhood and the value of our homes.

Our neighborhood already has a multitude of housing options and this project does not fall within the
GrandView District and certainly does not fall within the ‘look and feel’ of the neighborhood. Interlachen is
busy enough with car traffic and downright dangerous for pedestrian and bicycle traffic. Allowing this project
to move forward would add additional congestion to an already challenging neighborhood problem.

Please do not allow this project to move forward as planned.

Regards,

Kathleen M. Carter
4500 Vandervork Avenue
Edina, MN 55436

H: 952.925.5831
0O: 952.926.3370
C: 612.237.9011
F: 952-926-0053



Susan Howl

From: Lynette Biunno on behalf of Edina Mail
Sent: Friday, March 30, 2012 8:13 AM

Cc: Susan Howl

Subject: FW: Valley Estates Road Reconstruction

Good morning,

This message has been forwarded to the Mayor and Council members.

~——< . Lynette Biunno, Receptionist
J '; 952-927-8861 | Fax 952-826-0389
) /- Ibiunno@EdinaMN.gov | www.EdinaMN.gov

...For Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business

Please make note of my new email address.

We're a do.town ... working to make the healthy choice the easy choice!
From: Sue Holmes [mailto:mikesueholmes@msn.com]
Sent: Friday, March 30, 2012 7:57 AM

To: Edina Mail

Subject: Valley Estates Road Reconstruction

Dear Mayor Hovland,

I am writing about the proposed REU's for the Valley Estates Road Reconstruction. The Valley Estates streets with the
lower PCI's are the streets that were used to build Creek Valley Elementary School, Valley View Middle School, Edina West
High School, and the remodeling of Edina High School. The higher deterioration of these Valley Estates streets were
caused by the endless stream of heavy construction trucks to build a significant portion of the Edina School system's
buildings. In addition, the popularity of the soccer fields at Creek Valley Elementary has eroded the average PCI

index. Without the building of the neighboring Edina Schools, and the Edina Soccer Club usage, the average PCI index
would currently be in the 50's along with the other streets in the neighborhood that weren't on route to school
construction and soccer. The Valley Estates neighborhood has been a great neighbor to Edina's school system, and has
been very patient through a tremendous amount of construction. Please have the school pay for their fair share of the

cost, and raise the school's share of REU's from 5 to 15. Thank you.
Sincerely,

Sue Holmes
6212 Balder Lane



Susan Howl

Subject: FW: Planning Commission meeting Mar 28 - Hunt Associates proposed senior housing project
Attachments: Building0001_49th_(1).jpg; 4517-Rutledge-front_lg.jpg; 5510-Highwood-fullFrontLG.jpg

Subject: Planning Commission meeting Mar 28 - Hunt Associates proposed senior housing project

Dear Mayor, Council Members and Planning Commission:

My name is Nancy Purdum-Hall. | live with my husband Doug at 4501 Parkside Lane. We have lived in our home for over
30 years. Our neighborhood is organized with a Neighbors Home Watch and can be referred to as the Todd
Park/Brookside neighborhood. | attended the meeting last night for the Planning Committee and watched the
presentation by BKV and Hunt Associates. The fact that this was not thrown out immediately was quite surprising.

Our neighborhood is residential with a wide range of housing options as is. The proposed site is not within the GrandView
District and it should not be considered for any higher density housing than what is already approved. The density is
greater than allowed in any circumstance in the Northeast Quadrant of the City or any other part of Edina. The size of the
units appears to be smaller than allowed. The height proposed grossly exceeds what is allowed in the neighborhood, or
elsewhere in the Northeast Quadrant of Edina. By the Architects admission, this building would be 45’ high at the Vernon
exit ramp. Per Commissioner Stanton, the Grandview district is enveloped by Vernon and Eden Avenue. The possibility
that this kind of project would trickle down into our neighborhood is of grave concern.

| am told that Planning Commission doesn't consider financial strength of a developer. But, to even consider a
development plan by someone who filed for Chapter 11 in 2010 and is in arrears on his own residence in Edina, gives me
pause. We don't need projects in our community which could stall out midway for lack of funding. While we aren't large
enough to have a Small Plan Study underway like GrandView District, those of us who live in the neighborhood are
delighted to see the renovation and renewal by residential contractors. Our neighborhood is welcoming to developers
who upgrade the existing housing stock and build new infill projects. We think we are on track to improve the quality of our
neighborhood. | don't think that an ultra high density housing project serves our interests. | think wasting the city’s funds
on a traffic study and further consideration of this project in inappropriate.

| am attaching more specific notes made on concerns to this letter.

BACKGROUND :

Real estate developer Dan Hunt, President of Hunt Associates, hosted an open house in early March to promote an
ultra high density high rise housing project in Brookside/Todd Park neighborhood. The invitation went to parts of
the neighborhood. A group of residents reviewed the information packet. We are concerned that project will negatively
impact our neighborhood. The project will increase traffic at Interlachen Boulevard and Brookside Avenue. We are
concerned that Dan Hunt is attempting to build a project which requires major changes to major Zoning changes and
undermines the recently approved updated Comprehensive Plan for Edina.

The Comprehensive Plan was submitted to the Metropolitan Council after dozens of public meetings. It was approved by
the Metropolitan Council in 2009. This document is the approved blueprint for development. We live in the Northeast
Quadrant of Edina. We are close to but not in The GrandView District. The GrandView District is undergoing a Small Plan
Study to shape its redevelopment.

Proposed site for redevelopment is zoned R-1 and PRD-2 which means 13 dwelling units in total can be built on those
parcels. Brookside/Todd Park already has a diverse range of housing alternatives. Our neighborhood is undergoing
revitalization and renewal within existing zoning and the Comprehensive Plan. We do not feel our neighborhood quality of
life will be improved by highly dense multiple housing. Interlachen Boulevard is already congested and dangerous for
pedestrians and bicyclists. Efforts to build a continuous sidewalk on Interlachen have failed. The bike lanes are narrower
than customary because there is no room. Pedestrians and bicyclists share narrow painted bicycle lanes which are often
obscured with plowed snow. School children have to wait for the bus on a busy street. The left turn from Brookside
Avenue to Interlachen Boulevard will only become more dangerous if the project gets completed.



5109-5117-5125 49" St. W, totals 1.27 acres and is the site proposed for the 90-98 unit “senior” housing

project. Proposed structure is 6 stories. Two stories will be parking. Because of the slope of the parcel, the elevation
from Vernon Avenue will be 5 stories. On Vernon, the project abuts an exit ramp from Hwy. 100. Residents in
Brookside/Todd Park will live next to a 6 story building. As controversial as Walker Senior Housing of Edina was, this
is much more drastic. That project was approved at 3 stories, 139 units on 6 acres. It is buffered by Colonial Church, a
park and is immediately adjacent to Crosstown Highway at Tracy Ave.

5125 49" St. W - .29 acre, zoned R-1 (single dwelling unit)
5117 49" St. W - .53 acre, zoned PRD-2 (six or fewer dwelling units)
5109 49" St. W - .45 acre, zoned PRD-2 (six or fewer dwelling units)

http://gis.logis.org/edina/zoning_new/  Offical zoning map

ZONING DENSITY

Hunt Associates needs Zoning changes and changes to the Comprehensive Plan to build this project. If the the Planning
Commission rezones the R-1 parcel, and rezones the PRD-2 parcels into PSR-4 (Planned Senior Residence higher
density), it is still questionable that a project with 90-98 units can be built. A 55,321 square foot parcel could contain 22.1
total residential units with zoning changes. The information sheet says that the footprint for the above grade floors,
housing, is approximately 8711 feet per floor. Code is 500 feet minimum per unit which yields at most 17 units per

floor. 17 units x 5 floors of housing = 85 units total.

If it is Senior housing, at least 1350 climate controlled feet of community space. The proposal offers a sidewalk to Vernon
and a bit of landscaping. There is no place for Metro Mobility or any other vehicle to pull in and pick up Seniors. A two
story parking ramp with 132 parking spots suggests that there could be hundreds of daily trips in and out of the complex,
on to Brookside Avenue and making a left turn onto Interlachen Boulevard. As the Commission Chair pointed out the
intersection is already congested and dangerous. There is only one way in and out for this behemoth. The natural
alternative would be to cut through on Rutledge Avenue to Hollywood.

ZONING HEIGHT

If this parcel was in GrandView District, there would be requirements for podium and standard height to ensure transitions
to neighboring residential homes. If this was in GrandView, in our Northeast Quadrant of Edina, the height of the

project allowable would be 2 1/2 stories. 49" Street West is not in GrandView District and the zoning states that height of
buildings is max 2.5 stories or 30 feet, whichever is less. Why is Hunt Associates proposing a 6 story high rise next door
and across the street from 1 and two story homes. Why should the Planning Commission change the Zoning and
disregard the Comprehensive Plan for this project when it isn’t in the GrandView District? If the block was in GrandView
District, it still doesn’t come near to Zoning or the Comprehensive Plan.

DEVELOPER

Dan Hunt filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy in US Bankruptcy Court in June, 2010. See:
http://www.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/2010/09/13/story3.html|?page=all

Dan Hunt residence is listed at 6516 Interlachen Blvd. He is in arrears on his property taxes.
http://www16.co.hennepin.mn.us/pins/addrresult.jsp

The Planning Commission doesn’t consider financial stability in its review process but do we want a project to start and
possibly come to a halt if the money runs out?

What does the neighborhood want? What does the developer want?

This? (Hunt Associates Preliminary Sketch handout.) see building 0001_49th
Or This? (renovated rambler and renovated and new two story in Edina. - see pictures from Rutledge and Highwood
As long time homeowners in the neighborhood, we hope you will take these points under consideration. Please Keep

Brookside/Todd Park on the path to rejuvenation. We don’t want a high rise ultra high density housing in our
neighborhood. It does not belong here.

Regards,

Nancy Purdum-Hall



Preliminary Sketches of Qutside of Proposed Housing Development
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Susan Howl

From: Lynette Biunno on behalf of Edina Mail
Sent: Tuesday, March 27, 2012 1:27 PM
Cc: Susan Howl

Subject: FW: Review of Happy Hour rules

Lynette Biunno, Receptionist
952-927-8861 | Fax 952-826-0389
Ibiunno@EdinaMN.gov | www.EdinaMN.gov

...For Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business

Please make note of my new email address.
We're a do.town ... working to make the healthy choice the easy choice!

From: Colette Prohofsky [mailto:coprohof@gmail.com]

Sent: Tuesday, March 27, 2012 11:44 AM

To: swensonannl@gmail.com; Edina Mail; jonibennett12@comcast.net; joshsprague@edinarealty.com; Mary Brindle
Cc: Michele and Lance Steinke; Michael LaHaye

Subject: Review of Happy Hour rules

Dear City Council members,

[ would encourage you to keep happy hour type drink specials out of Edina. I attended the "We Can Do This
Together" meeting at Centennial Lakes last night, and Kathy Iverson, Chemical Health Coordinator, shared
some research she has found that shows reducing the cost of drinks increases binge drinking and drunk
driving. We also found out that binge drinking is increasing among our youth, and we certainly don't want to
encourage that once they reach drinking age. [ think Edina could be a leader in this area and should not be a
follower. Please don't allow happy hour sales in Edina.

Thank you,
Colette Prohofsky
4821 Rutledge Ave, Edina



Susan Howl

Subject: FW: Summary of Discussion following the Work Session of Edinborough Park on March 20,2012, at Eden Avenue Grill
Attachments: Edinborough Park.xlIs; ATT18081306.txt

From: Marlys Wiens [mailto:mwiens@pro-ns.net]

Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 11:11 PM

To: Edina Mail

Subject: Summary of Discussion following the Work Session of Edinborough Park on March 20,2012, at Eden Avenue Grill

> (Sorry for the delay in sending this email - It was written after the

> Tuesday Work Session. As | was at Edinborough Park tonight, |

> wondered if the employees are working to their capacity as we buzzed
> and buzzed to get into the 8:00 class and no one would let us enter

> the Locker Rooms and Swimming area. I've noticed a lot of "Surfing of
> the internet - no matter when | come or go. Could the employees be

> available to serve the public? Could the employees be working on a

> marketing project? These and many more questions).

>

>

> City Council and Park Board,

>

> First, thank you individually for the response emails we have been

> receiving from you from our recent emails. We have a great community
> you have built the last 30 years and we encourage the dialogue and

> wish to make it even a better place to live.

>

> Also, thank you for discussing the importance of Edinborough Park to

> the Edinborough/Centennial Lakes community at the Work Session

> tonight. Following your meeting, several of us went to debrief and

> several areas we would like to hear more information including:

>

>When we heard the Locker Room could hold only 4 individuals, we KNEW
> we needed to invite you to a Water Aerobics Class on Wednesday night
> at 7:00. There will be at least 20 women in the locker room, we

> laugh, talk, take showers or go home for showers but WE DON'T COMPLAIN
> that there are too many people in the Locker Room. There are probably
> 50 to 60 Lockers in the Ladies Locker Room which some of us use or we
> take our bags with us into the pool area with us.

>

> So with that difference in the number of individuals, we ask you for

> Verification of Receipts and Number of Participants using the

> Edinborough Park facility. We did some quick math as we didn't have

> any records available to us and our spreadsheet is attached.>



Receipts

# of Units/

Association Participants Receipts
Centennial Lakes Association 250 $45,000
Edinborgh Association 392 $70,000
?? 96 $17,000
Edina Park Plaza $210,000
Office Buildings TBD or included?
Hotel TBD or included?
Lake Office Building TBD or included?
Edina Community Education TBD or included?
Edina Swim Club TBD or included?
Annual Individual Passes TBD TBD
Total 738 $342,000

Number of Users of the Pool at Edinborough Park

Enrollments
per week

# of Enrollees
coming several
times a week?

Edina Community Education

125

TBD

approx. 200

4 weeks to a month

500

800




Susan Howl

Hello James,

You are invited to the following event:

INDEPENDENTS UNITED: Share YOUR story

Thursday, March 29, 2012 wioart
from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM
(CT)

Dixie's on Grand
695 Grand Ave

Saint Paul, MN 55105
View Map

e

Thank you Edina City Council for
taking the stand you did against this
harmful amendment to our state
constitution. As an Edina-raised
Minnesotan | am even more proud to
call myself a Hornet today.

This is last minute notice, but if you
do happen to be free | hope you'l
join me and many fellow co-hosts
tomorrow night, including Edina
residents Tom and Libby

Horner and Robin Carpenter. We'll
be gathering at Dixie's on Grand in
St. Paul to share conversation, learn
more about the campaign to defeat
the amendment, and simply enjoy



some appetizers and drinks. Edina
resident Peter Kenefick has
graciously lent us space at his
restaurant, and it will be a great way
to end the campaign's lobby day at
the Capitol.

On behalf of my co-hosts we'd be
honored to have you should the
timing work out. You can find more
info by clicking the attached invitatio
n.

Best wishes,

Matt Lewis

Board Member, Minnesotans United
for All Families

EHS Class of 2002



Susan Howl

From: Lynette Biunno on behalf of Edina Mail
Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 2:10 PM
Cc: Susan Howl

Subject: FW: Thank you!

Lynette Biunno, Receptionist
952-927-8861 | Fax 952-826-0389
Ibiunno@EdinaMN.gov | www.EdinaMN.gov

...For Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business

Please make note of my new email address.

We're a do.town ... working to make the healthy choice the easy choice!

From: angieandresen@comcast.net [mailto:angieandresen@comcast.net]

Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 12:44 PM

To: swensonannl@gmail.com; joshspraque@edinarealty.com; Mary Brindle; jonibennetti2@comcast.net; Edina Mail
Subject: Thank you!

To all members of the Edina City Council,

Thank you for taking a stand against the proposed constitutional amendment to define marriage as
between a man and a woman. | firmly believe that should this amendment pass, it would harm
Minnesota's thriving business community, eroding the vibrant and diverse cities in our state.

It was the right thing to do, and | want you to know that our family supports you in this decision.
Thanks again for representing Edina as the intelligent, forward-thinking community we call home.
Sincerely,

Angie Andresen
6000 Oaklawn Ave



Susan Howl

From: Lynette Biunno on behalf of Edina Mail

Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 11:23 AM

Cc: Susan Howl

Subject: FW: Thank you city council, for opposing the constitutional ban on gay marriage

Lynette Biunno, Receptionist
952-927-8861 | Fax 952-826-0389
Ibiunno@EdinaMN.gov | www.EdinaMN.gov

...For Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business

Please make note of my new email address.
We're a do.town ... working to make the healthy choice the easy choice!

From: Todd Davis [mailto:toddhd@gmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 11:15 AM

To: Edina Malil

Subject: Thank you city council, for opposing the constitutional ban on gay marriage

To James Hovland : Mayor,

Today I read the news that the Edina City Council has voted to OPPOSE the constitutional amendment to ban
gay marriage. (http://www.ci.edina.mn.us/PressReleases/[.6-42 PressRelease 20120321 .htm)

I would just like to thank you and all the council members for this. I am so proud and happy to live in a
community where reason, compassion, and simple respect for the rights and responsibilities of its citizens are
respected. I also applaud the cities/towns of Minneapolis, St. Paul, St. Louis park and Duluth for joining you in
this opinion. You have taken a HUGE step towards disallowing discrimination based on sexual preference.

Way to go city council. High five and a pat on the back, kudos and an "attaboy". You deserve it.
Seriously, Thank you.

-Todd Davis
Proud Edina Resident



Susan Howl

To all Council Members, Mayor, and Park Board members

My name is John D. Alt and I reside at 7602 York Avenue South #7311 Edina, Minnesota 55435 which is part
of the Edinborough Condominium Complex. My cell phone is 612-239-8179. I have lived in my
Condominium for 10 years. In considering moving to a Condominium I looked at various factors. The choice I
made was based on location and in that location I want the ability to have a neighborhood park and the ability to
walk to the places I needed to go. This I have in Edinborough Condominiums.

Of course being a retiree, I do not sit around and I do travel a bit. I do not take the time to follow all of the the
actions of the City Council and the Park Board. Having lived in Edina since 1978 I have relied on the Council
and Park Board to make sure my interests are well served. I guess I will have to pay more attention from this
day forward. Last week Tuesday I was encouraged by some of my neighbors to attend the City Council work
session where no one could give any input and I was deeply upset and shaken with what transpired. I stayed the
whole meeting. Upon leaving I felt my City Council Members and the Park Board had "stabbed me in the
back"

The thought there is any consideration to destroy the Neighborhood park of the southeast part of Edina is not in
any shape or form acceptable. When [ heard that the Edina City council and the Edina Park Board met in
January of this year to hear consultant's reccommendations to destroy Edinborough Park I could hardly believe
my ears. And to think if a consultant was hired meant this idea of the pool, running track, and fitness facilities
to be eliminated at Edinbough has been in process for at least a year, in my opinion, and kept under wraps until
somehow it was, thank god, exposed before it actually went forward. 1 got the impression after leaving
Tuesday's meeting you elected members of the Council think this is a done deal. T .am here to tell you that NO
WAY THIS IS A DONE DEAL. The closing of the swimming pool, track, and fitness facilities WILL NOT
happen. You had better start thinking positively and make sure these remain starting now.

I am a little upset with the dialogue of Josh Sprague. It appears he is the person that is spearheading this crazy
idea. 1 feel his comments are contaminating

and self serving and do not contribute in any way positively to the subject at hand. Isn't he the person that say
something to the effect we will shut that place down and they all can go down to the YMCA down the

street? And isn't this the same Josh Sprague who is on the board of Directors of the Southdale YMCA?

Maybe no one else does but I see a large CONFLICT of interest. In my opinion, Josh Sprague has to make a
decision before any additional action is done with Edinborough and that is he has to decide if he is going to
remain on the City Council or is he going to remain as a member of the board of directors of the Southdale
YMCA. He cannot have it both ways. 1 again repeat, he has a conflict of interest and in this case not serving in
the best interests of the Edina community. He is serving his own interests. How? If this project goes thru I can
see elements of the construction he may have a personal interest in, like a brother, cousin owning or heading up
a unit that is hired or he has stock in some company that will work there. Far fetched? not really! After all the
city council will be doing the hiring. Josh Sprague has got to make a choice---he cannot have it both ways.

The second thing I was upset at the meeting was the numbers talk. It was the lady to the right of Josh Sprague
that night that was throwing out wild numbers as if she was the authority on the subject. Only 200 people per
month use the pool? Only 4 women can get into the locker room comfortably? Was it she said something like
$1300 per Edina resident to operate the pool----the city was losing $400,000 per year in operations and a figure
of $8.00 per 20,000 household spent? I admit my quoting of some of these figure may be off but they are just

1



as bad as the ladies. First and major point---how did she come up with the 2007

There is no effect way presently in monitoring the people who use the pool, track, or exercise facilities. 1 go
carly in the morning and all doors are open and there is no one there counting. And there is no mechanism in
place to count the people who go in and out. I know this because I heard this indirectly form

management. And come on how many times is the locker rooms that crowded that people are really upset----1
have been using that place for 10 years and I have no problem. The ladies figures are not believable. And then
in the second section of the meeting talking about domed soccer field she used the fact to come up with number
that numbers could be come up like we did at the Edinborough project. What is this? The Edinborough
numbers are bad numbers obtained in a bad way and to justify the domed soccer field to use the same method is
nuts.

Now let us get to the Consultant work. It appears to me that the fact this was their "second go" at it, the first
time was not to the Council's liking and it appears to me that the Council gave the Consultant the order of the
result they (the council) wanted and the Consultant were to come up with the result the Council wanted. And
this is what the Consultant did. Came up with the recommendation that the Council wanted. That being the
Council wants to destroy a neighborhood park for a bunch of kid activity. Did the council realize that the
master plan for this area was for adults in my opinion? And the kid park was better putting in than keeping the
small ice rink because a third sheet was being built at Bramer? That was a good move. But it was in keeping
within the master plan.

Ripping out the pool, running track and exercise facilities are not within the master plan that was set when this
area was built. Destroying this neighborhood plan is like destroying the Constitution of the United States in my
opinion.

You want to remove the Theater? You got to be kidding? Were you there on Sunday night? The place was
packed!!! That is good music on a Sunday night. [ always try to be there. What beautiful local culture is

have been made that night and every Sunday night for sure with that new cafe you guys put into the park at the
cost of thousands. There were over three hundred people there. And for a few salary bucks to keep the cafe
open two hours longer, hundreds could have been made but no you spend thousands to generate money and then
you do not use it. There were a lot of McDonald, Wendys, and burger king bags around. an opporyunity missed
by you and the consultant's in the revenue department. And with the right merchandising that Theater could be

In conclusion, Josh Sprague has got to decide what side he wants to be on---he cannot serve in the two
positions at the same time. The numbers and maybe all the facts given to the Consultant's may have been
incorrect and had been directed numbers and cannot be relied on. A third study with more data should be down
using a different consultant and the objective should be not how to get rid of the facility but how to retain the

Theatre will remain in place. the residents of Edina will not allow its removal once the residents know what
their city council and park park board is trying to pull. The residents of Edina are in the dark about what you

guys want to do but not for long.

Thank you for reading and listening. I am sure you will hear more----do not even consider the idea of getting
rid of anything in the neighborhood park of Edinborough.

Sincerely,

John D. Alt



Susan Howl

From: Lynette Biunno on behalf of Edina Mail
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2012 11:10 AM
To: John Keprios

Cc: Susan Howl

Subject: FW: Edina dome

Good morning,

This message has been forwarded to the Mayor and Council members and John Keprios.

Lynette Biunno, Receptionist

952-927-8861 | Fax 952-826-0389

Ibiunno@EdinaMN.gov | www.EdinaMN.gov

...For Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business ----- Original Message-----
From: Edward Violante [mailto:beviola@aol.com]

Sent: Thursday, March 22,2012 10:43 AM

To: Edina Mail

Subject: Edina dome

| support a dome in Edina.
Ed Violante



Susan Howl

From: Susan Nickle [mailto:sjnickle@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2012 8:43 PM

To: Edina Mail

Subject: Fw: Edinborough Park

Sorry, the original address I had seems to be incorrect. I am trying to resend this letter with a new address.

--- On Wed, 3/21/12, Susan Nickle <sjnickle@yahoo.com> wrote:

From: Susan Nickle <sjnickle(@yahoo.com>
Subject: Edinborough Park

To: edinmail@ci.edina.mn.us

Date: Wednesday, March 21, 2012, 8:35 PM

Dear Council Members:

As a 19 year resident of Edinborough Condominiums, I am disturbed by what I am hearing and reading abut the
changes you are considering to Edinborough Park. When I purchased my condo, one of the factors that
convinced me that this would be a wonderful place to live was the access to Edinborough Park and its many
amenities. [ have often used the track and work out equipment. I also have enjoyed taking a book to the park
and sitting among the trees and reading. The changes that are being recommended would have a large negative
impact on the value of my property.

A portion of my association dues goes to the support of the park. With the changes that have already been made
and the changes being suggested, there is nothing there that I could or would want to use. It has been turned into
a child centered playground. I do not feel that those of us whose dues partially support the park should continue
to pay any amount toward that support.

When the park first opened it was built for the purpose of usage by all age groups. Anyone over the age of 10-12 is being forced out
since there is no reason for anyone older than that to go there. [ miss the days when I would see the park being used for receptions,
proms, weddings etc. I don't think turning the park into a playground is what the original designers of Edinborough Park had in mind.

[ have read that supporters of the change suggest that senior citizens use the pool and exercise equipment at the YMCA a couple of
blocks away. | went this week and took a tour of the Y. Although it is a lovely facility, the monthly dues are $63 per month. Even with
my $15 rebate from my health care plan I would pay $576 per year for that membership. Why would I pay that when I have a facility
right here that I am already paying for?

I hope you take into consideration the negative impact the changes being suggested would have on the park and the residents who
partially pay for and use the park. I hope you can find ways to better monitor the budget and use the money more wisely, thus being
able to cover the costs of running and maintaining the park. Thank you for taking the time to read my thoughts.

Sue Nickle
7610 York Ave. S.
Unit 3105



March 25, 2012

City of Edina,

[ have been following the transportation issues for Edina and in particular the greater
Southdale long range plans. The city of Edina has to be commended for the steps and the
plans that are in place for the long term improvements to make our city more pedestrian
friendly and less reliant on the automobile. As residents of the 6400 block I and
neighbors have a couple of real concerns for this area.

Our number one concern is the fact that we feel trapped into our homes (thousands of
residents living in the apartments and condominiums along York Ave. South) because we
can’t cross Xerxes Ave on foot to go and shop at Southdale square area, or to even walk
and have a cup of coffee at the coffee shops. Our children have to transgress Xerxes Ave
to go to the elementary school and at times it is a real nightmare.

Many times I have to go and help disabled people trying to go across Xerxes Ave in rush
hour. Imagine a wheel chair bound person stuck in the middle of the island on Xerxes
Avenue trying to cross the other half of the street. This is a regular occurrence and it is
frightening. Are we going to wait until someone gets killed here before something is
done? Can’t there be a yellow light with a switch to let people cross at 64" or 65" street?
I have talked to Hennepin County about this but all they care about is to get traffic
moving. Also, are there any plans to do something about all those poor bikers coming and
going from south Minneapolis along the dangerous Xerxes and York Avenues?

Our second big problem in this area is the garbage truck situation and the Wild West
atmosphere that they have created here. Garbage trucks come to this neighborhood and
specifically on the 62 thru 65 hundred blocks of York Ave. south at 6am or before and
pick up trash waking us up in the few hours that we get some peace from the unrelentless
Xerxes Ave traffic. The second thing we have noticed is that the same garbage company
keeps sending the same trucks on the same streets at all times of the day and night to pick
up trash multiplying the garbage truck and noise traffic tenfold. Can’ there be
coordination and orderly pick-up so our streets are not being destroyed by excessive
garbage truck traffic and have less noise? Our alley on the 6400 block of Xerxes Ave has
been destroyed by garbage trucks. We need to move into an organizes system like
Minneapolis. Our neighborhood would be grateful if the city of Edina can address these
important issues. Again thank you for your interest in our neighborhood.

Steve (Sid) Triantafilou

6408 Xerxes avenue South

Edina, MN 55423  612-227-1844
Email grecopainting@yahoo.com



Susan Howl

From: Lynette Biunno on behalf of Edina Mail
Sent: Monday, March 26, 2012 11:13 AM
To: Scott Neal

Cc: Susan Howl

Subject: FW: Great Service

Good morning,
This message has been forwarded to the Mayor and Council members and Scott Neal.

Lynette Biunno, Receptionist

952-927-8861 | Fax 952-826-0389

Ibiunno@EdinaMN.gov | www.EdinaMN.gov

...For Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business ----- Original Message-----
From: Bob Thompson [mailto:rthompson123@gmail.com]

Sent: Monday, March 26, 2012 10:45 AM

To: Edina Mail

Subject: Great Service

Hello Mayor and City Administrator

We manage a condo at 44th and France, so have regular contact with City and inspections. Just want to let you know
how well-trained, knowledgable and courteous all the staff are at City Hall and the departments. Good work.

Bob



Susan Howl

From: Lynette Biunno on behalf of Edina Mail
Sent: Monday, March 26, 2012 9:35 AM

To: Susan Faus

Cc: Susan Howl; Ann Kattreh; John Keprios
Subject: FW: Do NOT close your pool!

Good morning,

This message has been forwarded to the Mayor and Council members, Susan Faus, Ann Kattreh and John Keprios.

Lynette Biunno, Receptionist
952-927-8861 | Fax 952-826-0389
Ibiunno@EdinaMN.gov | www.EdinaMN.gov

...For Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business

".,' & /

Please make note of my new email address.

We're a do.town ... working to make the healthy choice the easy choice!
From: litheart@g.com [mailto:litheart@q.com]

Sent: Monday, March 26, 2012 9:32 AM

To: Edina Mail

Subject: Do NOT close your pool!

Please do not close your pool at Edinborough. Too many people rely on it for mobility issues and healing. This
would be a very bad move to close it.

Thank you,

Nancy Mark



Susan Howl

From: Lynette Biunno on behalf of Edina Mail
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2012 8:23 AM
To: Susan Faus

Cc: Susan Howl; Ann Kattreh; John Keprios
Subject: FW: Edinborough Park changes

Good morning,

This message has been forwarded to the Mayor and Council members, Susan Faus, Ann Kattreh and John Keprios.

Lynette Biunno, Receptionist
952-927-8861 | Fax 952-826-0389
Ibiunno@EdinaMN.gov | www.EdinaMN.gov

...For Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business

Please make note of my new email address.

We're a do.town ... working to make the healthy choice the easy choice!
From: Kathy Thurlow [mailto:kathryn@blackhole.com]
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2012 9:40 PM

To: Edina Mail

Subject: Edinborough Park changes

City Council members:

Please consider the needs of the current area surrounding the Edinborough Park area. | own property at Edinborough
and in the past this park has been included as a reason to purchase here. This park gets money from our condo dues
plus we pay significant property taxes. Majority of the residents in Edina nearby are over 55 or young professionals. Our
property values have fallen dramatically but cont to have min tax relief. We need all the help possible to keep values up.
There are few if any children living in the condo complexes nearby. We already have alot of areas in the park dedicated
to children and children's events. We had a condo meeting 2 yrs ago in the stage area and could not hear the speaker
even with mic due to children screaming nearby. Maybe the sound insulation needs to be improved.

The Centenial Lakes summer schedule is very successful in drawing people of all ages at all types of events. Numbers
and events scheduled cont to increase each yr. | suggest you market the current park to all ages instead of one small
group. All the people | work with (in Mpls) that go to the park with children all live in S. Mpls, Bloomington or south of the
river suburbs. | know the West Edina Pool has plans to re-work the pool complexes-again for the younger children.

| think we need to have areas tor the current age population and the disabled -all of whom live nearby and make it as
desirable as the Centenial Lakes Park area. Currently most events occur during usual work hrs. Please feel free to
contact me about this further if desired.

Thank You,

Kathryn Thurlow

7610 York Ave S #3304

Edina, MN 55435

952-835-4268

kathryn@blackhole.com




Susan Howl

From: Tom Shirley

Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 10:51 AM
To: 'JTSCHOHL@aol.com'

Cc: John Keprios; Scott Neal

Subject: RE: Centennial Lakes Park

HiJohn,

Thanks for your email and | appreciate your obvious passion for the park. It is a passion that is shared by numerous
other individuals and one that, quite frankly, we have done a poor job of harnessing for the good of the park.

Your assessment that the park is a “B instead of an A” is completely accurate; not something that we are particularly
proud of, just a reality that we have grown accustomed to. Rather than boor you with the multitude of challenges that
we face in trying to reach that next level, | will simply focus on some solutions that will hopefully improve the overall
aesthetics of the park.

Pending administrative approval, by May 1* we hope to implement a Centennial Lakes Park volunteer program which, as
you suggested, will make use of the talents of the many park patrons willing to help us in our endeavors. We currently
do this on an informal basis with individuals, school groups and service clubs, but I think it would be beneficial to make
this more of an official park program. We are planning on a few discreet supply boxes in the park containing bags,
pickers, disposable gloves, etc., that participants could use in their efforts. We would hope to work with this group for
continuous individual cleaning efforts, as well as more substantial group projects.

We are also very excited to have a new employee starting with us next week. As part of his duties, he will be overseeing
the maintenance of our lake as well as the care of our turf areas for weeds. This fresh set of eyes should help improve
the quality and aesthetics of both of these areas.

Last but not least, we will make a renewed effort with both full time and our incoming seasonal staff to keep up on the
cleaning and maintenance of the overall park area. We have always placed a high priority on keeping things looking good
and we want to make sure that this continues to be our objective.

I hope that on your return visits to the park you would see conditions more to your liking. Please feel free to contact me
at any time, or even stop in, as my office is just inside of our main pavilion. Thanks again and | hope you are enjoying
your trip!

Tom Shirley, Centennial Lakes Park Manager
952-833-9582 | Fax 952-833-9581
TShirley@EdinaMN.gov | www.CentennialLakesPark.com

Please make note of my new email address.

We're a do.town ... working to make the healthy choice the easy choicel
From: JTSCHOHL@aol.com [mailto:JTSCHOHL@aol.com]
Sent: Tuesday, March 27, 2012 6:35 PM

To: John Keprios

Cc: Scott Neal; Tom Shirley; jhovland@krausehovland.com
Subject: Re: Centennial Lakes Park

John | do not agree with your assessment. | offered a solution with FREE help from the thousands of people like my wife
and | that walk around the park.

| am in Vail this week but neex week would be willing over the noon hour to walk around the entire park with you and just
share my ideas. If receptive give me a call on my cell 612-382-5636



The North end of the lake always looks bad. In the summer the weeds are out of control. | just want to help because |
think it can BE SO MUCH BETTER. Lets get the people who use the area volunteer on a consistent basis all for FREE.

John Tschohl

President

Service Quality Institute
Minneapolis, MN. 55420
Phone 952-884-3311
Cell 612-382-5636

In a message dated 3/27/2012 2:26:14 P.M. Central Daylight Time, JKeprios@EdinaMN.gov writes:

Mr. Tschohl,

In response to the email below from our Mayor of Edina James Hovland, | first wish to thank
you for your email and your interest in making the Centennial Lakes Park the best it can be.

When | receive these type of requests, | always ask the sender that next time to please feel
free to contact a staff member first. If our staff fails to respond appropriately or professionally,
then the matter should be brought to the City Manager's attention.

| did forward your email to our Manager of Centennial Lakes Park Tom Shirley. Tom's
response included:

Actually the park looks really good for March: we have picked up dumpster loads of junk in the last 3
weeks so I have to wonder where he supposedly saw all of this trash. (although the north end lake does
tend to catch trash daily from all of the businesses and their dumpsters in that area). We will keep up on
it like we always do.

His comment on the volunteer day or park volunteers in general is actually not bad, we have thought
about that ourselves. Currently we have a day in the spring where the Model Yacht Club guys come out
and clean up but with the weather we have been getting. our stafl has already beat them to it. We may
look closer at a Park Volunteer program; alrcady have the forms and rules written up!

I’'m sure you can appreciate that we are not funded at the same level as a Disney Park who
charges almost $100 per person per day to keep their private park spotless at all times. We do
our best to rely on resident volunteers to help us keep up with debris in the parks. I'm proud to
say that we have a very successful Adopt-A-Park program that recruits volunteers from around
the community to clean their adopted park a minimum of twice a year. Our management team
at Centennial Lakes Park continues to look for efficient ways to keep up with the ever
increasing maintenance challenges.



We do have an annual “Spring Clean-Up Program” where all Parks AND Public Works
employees spend at least two full days cleaning the parks. It is the same time of year that we
encourage our Adopt-A-Park volunteers to help out.

If you have any further questions, feel free to contact me. Many thanks.

John Keprios, Parks & Recreation Director

952-826-0430 | Fax 952-826-0385

JKeprios@EdinaMN.gov | www.EdinaParks.com

...For Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business

Please make note of my new email address.
We're a do.town ... working to make the healthy choice the easy choice!

From: James Hovland [mailto:jhovland@krausehovland.com]
Sent: Monday, March 26, 2012 10:04 AM

To: JTSCHOHL@aol.com

Cc: Scott Neal; John Keprios; Deb Mangen

Subject: RE: Ideas for Centenial Lakes Edina

Thanks. John. I knew which park you meant and thank you for your suggestions. | am forwarding your
email to our City Manager and Park & Rec Director for consideration of the numerous ideas you have
raised to improve the quality of our most popular park. I will also forward it to my colleagues on the
Council as well for their consideration. I expect someone from staff will be in contact with you in the
near future. Once again, thanks for caring about making Centennial Lakes Park into the best park venue
it can be.

James B. Hovland, Esquire
KRAUSE & HOVLAND. Chartered
310 Groveland Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55403

jhovland@krausehovland.com




Phone: (612) 874-8550
Fax: (612) 874-9362

Cell: (612)961-6192

From: JTSCHOHL@aol.com [mailto:JTSCHOHL@aol.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 25, 2012 6:11 PM

To: James Hovland

Subject: Ideas for Centenial Lakes Edina

Jim | called it the wrong place. i AM TALKING ABOUT Centenial Lakes

| revised the letter below

John Tschohl

President

Service Quality Institute
Minneapolis, MN. 55420
Phone 952-884-3311
Cell 612-382-5636

From: JTSCHOHL@aol.com

To: jhovland@krausehovland.com

Sent: 3/23/2012 11:03:31 P.M. Central Daylight Time
Subj: Ideas for Centenial Lakes Edina

Jim

I got your contact information from Gene Winstead because | wanted to give you some ideas for the City of Edina.
| live in Bloomington but my wife and | walk our dogs around the water at .Centenial Lakes.

It is one of the coolest places to walk in the Twin Cities.



The area is beautiful but not as well kept as it could be. .It is a B instead of an A. | have suggestions on how to
improve it for free. | hope you don't get offended by my comments below:

- The pond is always dirty. Trash is thrown in there and it never seems to be cleaned up. It always looks bad in
areas.

- Weeds during the summer are everywhere. A lot between the water and path. Everywhere.

- People tend to throw a lot of stuff around. Some goes in the water. On Sunday | picked up a bunch of stuff as
walking around.

- In some areas the plants/shrubs are out of control. Lacking or overrun by weeds or bare.

There are thousands of people walking around the area every day. Why not get them to help for FREE.

| suggest in April you publish a Saturday morning clean up day. Have signs everywhere. Tell people what to bring
and provide the balance. | bet from 8 AM to 12 PM you could get at least 100 people to show up.

You could also have a post with FREE bags for trash that people could use while the walk the area to pick up
papers and trash and dispose of that in the trash barrels. You have a lot of nice trash containers but some people
are careless and don't care.

If once a month during the summer you had another Saturday event from 9 - 11 AM to handle weeds and clean
up you could get another 100 volunteers. The City could provide support, tools, bags, boats, etc and you would
have a great looking place with FREE help.

If you were willing to spend money because you do not want to use volunteers then hire 1-2 college or high
school students from Edina to spend full time cleaning the area.

It should look like Disney. Clean and colorful. | pull weeds in the summer when walking but there are a lot.

What you have done in the last two years has NOT worked as well as it should or could. | am not sure if anyone
was really working the area of if they were just not effective.

Feel free to call me if you want. Share my ideas with your council. | leave Saturday morning for Vail for a week
and travel a lot.



Susan Howl

From: Lynette Biunno on behalf of Edina Mail

Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2012 4:11 PM

To: Arlene Forrest; Floyd Grabiel; Jeffrey Carpenter; Ken Potts; Kevin Staunton; matt rock; Melissa Stefanik; Michael Fischer;
Michael Platteter (platteters@comcast.net); Michael Schroeder; Nancy N. Scherer

Cc: Susan Howl

Subject: FW: Planning Commission meeting Mar 28 - Hunt Associates proposed senior housing project

Attachments: Building0001_49th_(1).jpg; 4517-Rutledge-front_lg.jpg; 5510-Highwood-fullFrontLG.jpg

Good afternoon,

This message has been forwarded to the Mayor and Council members and Planning Commission members.

e Lynette Biunno, Receptionist
& % 952-927-8861 | Fax 952-826-0389
Ibiunno@EdinaMN.gov | www.EdinaMN.gov

...For Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business

Please make note of my new email address.

We're a do.town ... working to make the healthy choice the easy choice!

From: wrongwy@aol.com [mailto:wrongwy@aol.com]

Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2012 4:05 PM

To: Edina Mail

Subject: RE: Planning Commission meeting Mar 28 - Hunt Associates proposed senior housing project

Dear Edina Mayor, Council Members and Planning Commission:

My name is Kathleen Wasescha Clifford. | live at 5348 Hollywood Rd. Our neighborhood is loosely organized but | think
can be called Brookside/Todd Park. | learned that developer Dan Hunt is going to present a sketch plan for review at the
Planning Commission meeting next week. | am against this plan because it doesn't conform to current zoning and the
Comprehensive Plan for my community.

Our neighborhood is residential with a wide range of housing options as is. The proposed site is not within the GrandView
District and | disagree that it should be considered for any higher density housing than what is already approved. The
density is greater than allowed in any circumstance in the Northeast Quadrant of the City. The size of the units appears to
be smaller than allowed. The height proposed grossly exceeds what is allowed in the neighborhood, or elsewhere in the
Northeast Quadrant of Edina.

| am told that Planning Commission doesn't consider financial strength of a developer. But, to even consider a
development plan by someone who filed for Chapter 11 in 2010 and is in arrears on his residence in Edina, gives me
pause. We don't need projects in our community which could stall out midway for lack of funding. While we aren't large
enough to have a Small Plan Study underway like GrandView District, those of us who live in the neighborhood are
delighted to see the renovation and renewal by residential contractors. Our neighborhood is welcoming to developers
who upgrade the existing housing stock and build new infill projects. We think we are on track to improve the quality of our
neighborhood. | don't think that an ultra high density housing project serves our interests.

| am attaching more specific notes I've made on concerns to this letter.

BACKGROUND

Real estate developer Dan Hunt, President of Hunt Associates, hosted an open house in early March to promote an
ultra high density high rise housing project in Brookside/Todd Park neighborhood. The invitation went to parts of
the neighborhood. A group of residents reviewed the information packet. We are concerned that project will negatively
impact our neighborhood. The project will increase traffic at Interlachen Boulevard and Brookside Avenue. We are
concerned that Dan Hunt is attempting to build a project which requires major changes to major Zoning changes and
undermines the recently approved updated Comprehensive Plan for Edina.

The Comprehensive Plan was submitted to the Metropolitan Council after dozens of public meetings. It was approved by
the Metropolitan Council in 2009. This document is the approved blueprint for development. We live in the Northeast
Quadrant of Edina. We are close to but not in The GrandView District. The GrandView District is undergoing a Small Plan
Study to shape its redevelopment.
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Proposed site for redevelopment is zoned R-1 and PRD-2 which means 13 dwelling units in total can be built on those
parcels. Brookside/Todd Park already has a diverse range of housing alternatives. Our neighborhood is undergoing
revitalization and renewal within existing zoning and the Comprehensive Plan. We do not feel our neighborhood quality of
life will be improved by densing up housing. Interlachen Blvd. is already congested and dangerous for pedestrians and
bicyclists. Efforts to build a continuous sidewalk on Interlachen have failed. The bike lanes are narrower than customary
because there is no room. Pedestrians and bicyclists share narrow painted bicycle lanes which are often obscured with
plowed snow. School children have to wait for the bus on a busy street. The left turn from Brookside Ave. to Interlachen
Blvd. will only become more dangerous if the project gets built.

5109-5117-5125 49" St. W, totals 1.27 acres and is the site proposed for the 90-98 unit “senior” housing

project. Proposed structure is 7 stories. Two stories will be parking. Because of the slope of the parcel, the elevation
from Vernon Avenue will be 5 stories. On Vernon, the project abuts an exit ramp from Hwy. 100. Residents in
Brookside/Todd Park will live next to a 7 story building. As controversial as Walker Senior Housing of Edina was, this
is much more drastic. That project was approved at 3 stories, 139 units on 6 acres. It is buffered by Colonial Church, a
park and is immediately adjacent to Crosstown Highway at Tracy Ave.

5125 49" St. W - .29 acre, zoned R-1 (single dwelling unit)
5117 49" St. W - .53 acre, zoned PRD-2 (six or fewer dwelling units)
5109 49" St. W - .45 acre, zoned PRD-2 (six or fewer dwelling units)

http://qis.logis.org/edina/zoning_new/  Offical zoning map

ZONING DENSITY

Hunt Associates needs Zoning changes and changes to the Comprehensive Plan to build this project. If the the Planning
Commission rezones the R-1 parcel, and rezones the PRD-2 parcels into PSR-4 (Planned Senior Residence higher
density), it is still questionable that a project with 90-98 units can be built. A 55,321 square foot parcel could contain 22.1
total residential units with zoning changes. The information sheet says that the footprint for the above grade floors,
housing, is approximately 8711 feet per floor. Code is 500 feet minimum per unit which yields at most 17 units per

floor. 17 units x 5 floors of housing = 85 units total.

If it is Senior housing, at least 1350 climate controlled feet of community space. Dan Hunt offers a sidewalk to Vernon and
a bit of landscaping. A two story parking ramp suggests that there could be hundreds of daily trips in and out of the
complex, on to Brookside Ave. and making a left turn onto Interlachen Blvd. The intersection is already congested and
dangerous.

ZONING HEIGHT

If this parcel was in GrandView District, there would be requirements for podium and standard height to ensure transitions
to neighboring residential homes. If this was in GrandView, in our Northeast Quadrant of Edina, the height of the

project allowable would be 2-4 stories. 49™ St. W is not in GrandView District and the zoning states that height of
buildings is max 2.5 stories or 30 feet, whichever is less. Why is Hunt Associates proposing a 7 story high rise next door
and across the street from 1 and two story homes. Why should the Planning Commission change the Zoning and work
around the Comprehensive Plan for this project when it isn't in GrandView District? If the block was in GrandView District,
it still doesn’t conform to Zoning or the Comprehensive Plan.

DEVELOPER

Dan Hunt filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy in US Bankruptcy Court in June, 2010. See:
http://www.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/2010/09/13/story3.html?page=all

Dan Hunt residence is listed at 6516 Interlachen Blvd. He is in arrears on his property taxes.
http://www16.co.hennepin.mn.us/pins/addrresult.jsp

The Planning Commission doesn't consider financial stability in its review process but do we want a project to start and
possibly come to a halt if the money runs out?

What does the neighborhood want? What does the developer want?

We have a choice in our neighborhood to upgrade along the lines of Replacement Housing Services on Rutledge Ave. -
http://www.replacementhousingservices.com/Renovated-Replacement-Homes.html or change the character of the
neighborhood, change the Zoning, ignore the Comprehensive Plan and encourage this project to the next level.

This? (Hunt Associates Preliminary Sketch handout.) see building 0001_49th
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Or This? (renovated rambler and renovated and new two story in Edina from Replacement Housing Services). - see pics
from Rutledge and Highwood

As long time homeowners in the neighborhood, we think it is a no brainer. Keep Brookside/Todd Park on the path to
rejuvenation. We don’t want high rise ultra high density housing in our neighborhood.

Thank you.
Sincerely,

Kathy Wasescha Clifford



Preliminary Sketches of Qutside of Proposed Housing Development

Front view of building — North side — View looking south from 49™ Street:
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Susan Howl

From: Jennifer Bennerotte

Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2012 10:55 PM

To: ED Everyone; Ann Swenson; Jim Hovland; Joni Bennett; Josh Sprague; Mary Brindle
Subject: February website report

Good evening!
Activity on the City of Edina website reflected the following activity during the month of February 2012:

Total visits: 120,429

Number of visitors: 53,095

Total number of hits: 3,491,526

Average time of each visit: 9 minutes, 41 seconds
Total page views: 294,548

Average page views per day: 10,156

Busiest day of the month: Feb. 1 with 171,667 hits

Besides the home page, the most visited page was the blog selection page where a user can opt to read the City Manager’s,
Edina Liquor, Park & Recreation and Public Works blogs, with 13,318 visits. Other top pages included the following (with
number of visits):

Edinborough Park — 6,324

Job Listings — 5,362

Adventure Peak — 4,711

Edinborough Park General Information — 3,932
Edinborough Park Rates — 2,886

Edinborough Park Hours — 2,825

Blog Comments — 2,715

Parks & Recreation Department — 2,652
Edinborough Park Virtual Tour — 2,248

The most frequently accessed PDF among visitors was the brochure for new and prospective employees, which was
downloaded 13,306 times. Other frequently downloaded files included the following (with number of downloads):

Tracy Avenue street project feasibility study — 6,955

Spring & Summer Park & Recreation Activities Directory -- 6,181
Countryside Elementary School site plan — 4,967

Countryside street project feasibility study — 3,864

Commercial Building Permit Package — 3,375

Spring 2009 About Town -- 2,785

Richmond Hills street project November presentation — 2,675
Bike plan—2,431

Employment application — 2,237

Ecommerce totaled more than $82,400 in February. Top sales were Park & Recreation “Playgrounds” program registration,
$20,628; tennis program registration, $5,848; Mini-Hawks program registration, $3,661; Fab 4 & 5 program registration,
$3,542; Travelin’ Teens program registration, $3,220; Art Center class registration, $2,905; Highlands Explorers program
registration, $2,508; Safety Camp program registration, $2,240; dog licenses, $2,237; and Edina Aquatic Center season passes,
$1,954.

We have been streaming video on our website through Granicus for several years. Last month, there were 621 views through
Granicus. The most requested videos on Granicus in February were the Feb. 21 City Council meeting, 98 views; Feb. 6 City
Council meeting, 88; Feb. 22 Planning Commission meeting, 63; Nov. 15, 2011 City Council meeting, 40; February episode of

1



“Beyond the Badge,” 28; February Park Board meeting, 26; Feb. 8 Planning Commission meeting, 17; late February episode of
“Agenda: Edina,” 15; Dec. 20, 2011 City Council meeting, 15; and Jan. 17 City Council meeting, 13.

We have been streaming all programming on YouTube since January 2011. In February, there were 2,604 views on the City’s
YouTube channel. The most requested videos on YouTube in February were the Braemar Golf Dome “Fred” commercial, 298
views; Braemar Golf Dome Commercial 2, 202; Edina government employment PSA, 135; “Agenda: Edina” segment on the
winter ice festival at Centennial Lakes Park, 123; “Welcome to Edina” video, 109; “Agenda: Edina” segment on the water
meter replacement project, 97; Edina Police Department overview, 82; “Beyond the Badge” segment on SWAT vests, 72; late
February episode of “Agenda: Edina,” 66; and “Beyond the Badge” segment on Tasers, 48. Of those watching YouTube videos,
41.9 percent watched for embedded players on other websites such as the City’s website or Facebook pages; 39.2 percent
from the City’s YouTube channel page; 15.7 on mobile devices and 3.1 percent in another (“other”) way.

The City has a general Facebook page and pages for all of its enterprise facilities. The City has 5,238 “fans.” Edinborough Park
has 1,636 “fans.” The Edina Art Center has 366. Centennial Lakes Park has 357. Edina Aquatic Center has 324. Braemar Golf
Course has 290. Braemar Arena has 219. Edina Liquor has 157. The City has 2,068 followers on Twitter. The facilities’
additional social media presence has driven increased traffic to their websites.

A new website is expected to launch soon. Watch for more information about necessary testing leading up to the launch and
the launch itself. Please continue to tell others about our website and think about ways to improve it. If you have suggestions
or questions, please contact me. Thanks!

Jennifer Bennerotte, Communications & Technology Services Director
][ 952-833-9520 | Fax 952-826-0389
) /. JBennerotte@EdinaMN.gov | www.EdinaMN.gov

...For Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business

Please make note of my new email address.
We're a do.town ... working to make the healthy choice the easy choice!



ETC ADVISORY COMMUNICATION

DATE: March 16,2012

SUBJECT:  City of Edina Speed Limits Traffic Policy

ATTACHMENTS:

City Council minutes regarding speed limits

MnDOT Study and Report on Speed Limits Executive Summary
City of Edina Speed Limits Traffic Policy

House Research MN Speed Limits memo

MS 160.263 Bicycle Lanes and Ways

SITUATION

The City Council has authority to establish 25 mph speed limits on streets within its
jurisdiction on which it has established bike lanes by ordinance or resolution. Bike lanes
and a 25 mph speed limit have been established on W. 58" (Xerxes to France) and W.
70" (France to Hwy 100). The Tracy Avenue project (Vernon to Benton) was recently
approved with bike lanes and a 25 mph speed limit.

The City Council has also established reduced speeds in school zones.

BACKGROUND

The City's speed limit policy states that speed limits “can only be modified by the
Commissioner of Transportation on the basis of engineering and traffic investigation that
indicates enhanced safety.... Only a school zone and bridge can be regulated below 30
mph if justification exists.”

In 2006 the Council discussed speed limits and passed the following motion:

“The City of Edina’s current City Speed Limits Traffic policy shall be maintained
with the basic minimum speed limit of 30 MPH. The City of Edina shall not
consider lowering the speed limit of a residential street unless documented
safety issues exist and a traffic speed study has been conducted by Mn/DOT
indicating the speed should be lowered; or the statewide urban, local,
residential speed limit is lowered from 30 MPH to 25 MPH. The updated policy
shall be the basis for the City's speed limits traffic policy.”

At this time, the Council also passed a resolution in support of lowering the statewide
residential speed limit to 25 mph. See minutes attached.



In 2008 the Council passed a resolution calling for legislation to study the feasibility of a 25
mph speed limit metro-wide. Legislation was enacted and a study completed. The study
report can be read at
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/speed/pdf/Speed?20Limit%20Task%20Force2%20Final?%620Repor
tpdf. The report recommended some changes to the State speed limit statutes, but did not
recommend lowering the default speed limit in urban districts to 25 mph. See attached
Executive Summary.

The Comprehensive Plan includes a policy statement on speed limits: “Support state
legislation to decrease statutory urban speeds from 30 to 25 mph” (p. 7-42).

Currently, there is no state legislation to decrease the speed limit in an urban district.

ANALYSIS

Statements in the City’s speed limit policy appear to conflict with State statutes regarding
speed limits. These statements are highlighted in the attached policy. While the policy does
not need to allow the City to exercise all of the authority provided to it by statutes, the
policy should accurately communicate that authority. The attached House Research memo
explains MN speed limit laws.

The Council has demonstrated that it is interested in exercising its authority to reduce
speeds on streets on which bike lanes have been established and in school zones. As the
policy making body for the City, the Council can adopt a speed limits policy that supports
these actions.

RECOMMENDATION
Adopt a speed limits policy that:

e Allows the City Council to reduce speed limits as provided by law;

° Accurately communicates the authority the City has to reduce speed
limits; and

e Supports Living Streets goals.

ROUTING

PREPARED BY: Jennifer Janovy
REVIEWED BY: Tom LaForce

REQUEST: Please distribute to the City Council with attachments for discussion and action at
the April 3, 2012 regular meeting.



HOUSE RESEARCH | Short Subjects

Matt Burress Updated: August 2010

Minnesota Speed Limits

- Minnesota’s traffic laws include regulation of speeding. State law sets speed limits on state highways
and local roads, establishes penalties, and authorizes the Department of Transportation (MnDOT),
and in some case local governments, to change the limit. See Minn. Stat. § 169.14.

Basic requirements  Speed limits set in statute are default maximums, but under some circumstances

and speed limits MnDOT and local government can modify them. The statutory speed limits are:
30 m.p.h. for city streets and town roads in an “urban district,” which is any
segment of a city street or town road that is built up with structures less than 100
feet apart for a minimum distance of a quarter-mile; 65 or 70 m.p.h. for
interstates (depending on whether it is, respectively, within or outside an
urbanized area of at least 50,000); 65 m.p.h. on divided highways with
controlled access; 10 m.p.h. for alleys, mobile home parks, and campgrounds;
and a default of 55 m.p.h. on other roads. Minn. Stat. §§ 169.011, subd. 90;
169.14, subd. 2; 327.27, subd. 2.

Under a 2009 change, the speed limit was increased by 10 m.p.h. when passing
on two-lane highways with a posted limit of at least 55 m.p.h. Minn. Stat. §
169.14, subd. 2a. A 40-m.p.h. minimum speed limit applies on interstates.

State [aw also requires that “no person shall drive a vehicle on a highway at a
speed greater than is reasonable and prudent under the conditions.” Minn. Stat.
§ 169.14, subd. 1. This condition can place an additional obligation on a
motorist to lower the speed of travel, particularly if there are dangerous
conditions like snow or the presence of a pedestrian.

Adjusted limits in MnDOT has the authority to establish speed zones in which the speed limit is

speed zones higher or lower than the default limits set in law; such limits go into effect once
signs are posted. Speed zones are established after MnDOT conducts an
engineering and traffic investigation that analyzes factors like roadway design,
physical characteristics, traffic volume, crash history, and observed speeds.
MnDOT?s policy is that the limit should normally be set near the 85" percentile
(the speed at or below which 85 percent of vehicles are traveling).

Restricted local Cities, counties, and towns have limited power over setting speed limits, even on

authority their own streets and highways. If requested by a local road authority, MnDOT
must perform an engineering and traffic study of the road. However, MnDOT—
not the local authority—determines the safe and reasonable speed limit as well
as whether to establish a speed zone. This general rule has a few exceptions.

»  If MnDOT has established a speed zone for a city street or town road in
an urban district that is at least a quarter-mile long, the city or town can
lower the speed limit to 30 m.p.h. Minn. Stat. § 169.14, subd. 5b.

» In arural residential district, a local road authority may reduce the speed
limit to 35 m.p.h. A “rural residential district” is a segment of a city




street or town road with houses spaced less than 300 feet apart for a
minimum distance of a quarter-mile. Minn. Stat. § 169.011, subd. 69a.

»  On a residential roadway, a local road authority may reduce the speed
limit to 25 m.p.h. A “residential roadway” is a city street or town road
whose total length is up to a half-mile. Minn. Stat. § 169.011, subd. 64.

» In school zones, a local road authority may prescribe a lower limit that is.
‘not less than 15 m.p.h. or more than 30 m.p.h. below the surrounding
limit. School zones are defined as a segment of street or highway that
abuts school grounds where children have access to the roadway or
where a school crossing is established. Minn. Stat. § 169.14, subd. Sa.

» Subject to certain requirements, lower speed limits can also be set on
other roadways, including: (1) park roads (at not less than 15 m.p.h., or
more than 20 m.p.h. below the surrounding limit); (2) on streets that have
a designated bicycle lane (at not less than 25 m.p.h.); (3) in alleys; and
(4) in mobile home parks. Minn. Stat. §§ 160.263, subd. 4; 169.14,
subds. 5¢ and Se; 327.27, subd. 2a.

Both MnDOT and local road authorities can set speed limits within highway
work zones, which are effective while workers are present, and MnDOT can set
temporary construction zone limits along long-term construction projects.

Penalties for Speeding is generally a petty misdemeanor punishable by a base fine normally

speeding violations  ranging from $40 to $150 and no prison sentence. The amount of the fine is
doubled if the violation (1) occurs in a work zone or school zone, (2) involves
speeds of 20 m.p.h. or more above the posted limit, or (3) occurs when passing a
parked emergency vehicle with flashing lights. In addition, a $75 court
surcharge is imposed for speeding convictions and there can be a law library fee.
If a speeding violation is committed in a manner that endangers persons or
property, it can be charged as a misdemeanor with maximum penalties of a
$1,000 fine, 90 days’ imprisonment, or both. Minn. Stat. § 169.89, subd. 1.

A driver’s license will be revoked for at least six months for driving over 100
m.p.h. Minn. Stat. § 169.14, subd. 1a. Minnesota does not use a point system,
which assigns points to traffic violations and removes driving privileges if too
many points accumulate. However, multiple speeding or other traffic violations
within a year can lead to loss of a license. Minn. Stat. §§ 169.89; 171.17.

Speeding violations A law first enacted in 1986 known as the “Dimler amendment” governs which

on a driver’s record  speeding violations are recorded on a motorist’s driving record maintained by
the Department of Public Safety and accessed by insurance companies (but
records are still kept by the courts). Speeding violations are not placed on the
driving record if the driver traveled:

» no more than 10 m.p.h. above the speed limit in a 55 m.p.h. zone; or
» no more than 5 m.p.h. above the speed limit in a 60 m.p.h. zone.

The prohibition on recording violations does not apply when the speed limit is
65 or 70 m.p.h.; if the speeding violation occurred in a commercial motor
vehicle; or if the driver holds a commercial driver’s license (class A, B, or C).
Minn. Stat. § 171.12, subd. 6.

The Research Department of the Minnesota House of Representatives is a nonpartisan office providing legislative,
legal, and information services to the entire House.

House Research Department | 600 State Office Building | St. Paul, MN 55155 | 651-296-6753 | www.house.mn/hrd/hrd.htm




Excerpts from City Council Minutes Re: Speed Limits

June 6, 2006 City Council

RESOLUTION  NO. 2006-64 APPROVING THE  TRANSPORTATION
COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION LOWERING THE STATEWIDE
RESIDENTIAL ROADWAY SPEED LIMIT TO 25 MPH; AND APPROVING
STAFF'S RECOMMENDATION REGARDING THE 25 MPH RESIDENTIAL SPEED
LIMIT Assistant Engineer Lillehaug said the Transportation Commission at their March 16, 2006,
meeting, asked staff to review the City’s Speed Limit Policy and prepare a report for consideration
of a 25 MPH Speed Limit Policy for residential areas. On April 20, 2006, staff recommended that
the current Speed Limit Policy of 30 MPH be maintained unless documented safety issues exist and
a speed study had been conducted by Mn/DOT or the statewide limit was lowered to 25 MPH.

On May 18, 2006, the Transportation Commissioners voted to recommend to the Council
adoption of a resolution recommending a 25 MPH speed limit policy in residential areas. Staff
evaluated the current policy, including safety, cost, implementation strategy and enforcement. Mr.
Lillehaug stated that safety was the most important factor. He said the more consistent something
was the safer it was. Mr. Lillehaug added changing the approximately | 100 speed limit signs on
residential streets would be expensive and no funds have been designated for this purpose. Mr.
Lillehaug noted that a number of requests have been received to lower the speed limit. Streets
classified as collector or arterial could not be posted lower than 30 MPH. Some roads were state
aid roads where the City receives funding for maintenance of the roads. Reclassifying the roads
could affect the City's budget.

Staff recommended rather than adopting a 25 MPH Speed Limit Policy, they recommended a City
resolution calling for a statewide lowering of the urban, residential speed limit on local roadways
from 30 MPH to 25 MPH. He said if the state to lowered the speed limit statewide, more cities
would implement the 25 MPH speeds making more consistent speeds statewide.

Jean White, a member of the Transportation Commission summarized the discussion on this issue
at the May Transportation Commission meeting.

Member Hulbert questioned whether this issue could be used by the Transportation Commission
as an addition to their tool box to aid traffic calming. She further suggested not making a decision
until information was received from other cities about their speed policies.

Mr. Hughes said in summary, a motion could be adopted that would refer the issue back to the
Transportation Commission because they did not have a full complement of members when the
vote was taken and recommend their focus being on other cities who have implemented a 25
MPH residential speed limit and what criteria they used for their decision. He indicated another
scenario would be to keep the issue at the Council level and direct staff to find information from
other cities and bring that information directly back to the Council.

Following a Council discussion, Member Swenson made a motion approving the
following resolution as follows:




RESOLUTION NO. 2006-64
RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR
STATEWIDE LOCAL, RESIDENTIAL ROADWAY
25 MPH SPEED LIMIT

WHEREAS, drivers traveling at high speeds are less aware of their
surroundings and have less time to notice and react to pedestrians and bicyclists;
and

WHEREAS, relatively small increases in vehicle speed can greatly increase
the chances that a pedestrian will die in a vehicle—to-pedestrian crash; and

WHEREAS, experts on street design say that 20 to 25 miles per hour is
the maximum safe speed for residential streets; and

WHEREAS, the City of Edina supports ensuring speed limits maximize
safety for all roadway users including drivers, pedestrians and bicyclists; and

WHERAS, the City of Edina supports goals that do not unfairly raise the
expectations of our citizens with regard to the relative safety of the streets; and

WHEREAS, passage would result in a uniform statewide speed limit that
would create consistency with regard to the way similar streets are posted and
speeds are enforced in our communities.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS THEREBY RESOLVED that the City Council of
the City of Edina does hereby strongly support a statewide lowering of the speed
limit from 30 miles per hour to 25 miles per hour on local, residential roadways.

Passed and adopted this 6™ day of June, 2006. Member Housh seconded the
motion.

Ayes: Housh, Masica, Swenson, Hovland
Nays: Hulbert
Motion carried.

Member Masica made a motion approving staff's recommendation regarding the
25 MPH residential speed limit as follows:
“The City of Edina's current City Speed Limits Traffic policy shall be
maintained with the basic minimum speed limit of 30 MPH. The City of
Edina shall not consider lowering the speed limit of a residential street
unless documented safety issues exist and a traffic speed study has been
conducted by Mn/DOT indicating the speed should be lowered; or the
statewide urban, local, residential speed limit is lowered from 30 MPH
to 25 MPH. The updated policy shall be the basis for the City’s speed
limits traffic policy.”
Member Swenson seconded the motion.
Ayes: Housh, Masica, Swenson, Hovland
Nays: Hulbert
Motion carried.




March 3, 2008

RESOLUTION NO. 2008-27 CALLING FOR LEGISLATION STUDYING THE
FEASIBILITY OF 25 MPH SPEED LIMIT METRO-WIDE ADOPTED Following
discussion, motion made by Member Bennett and seconded by Member Masica to
adopt Resolution No0.2008-27 calling for legislation studying the feasibility of 25
MPH speed limit metro-wide.

Ayes: Bennett, Housh, Masica, Swenson, Housh, Hovland

Motion carried.

July 21, 2009

*RESOLUTION NO. 2009-66 ADOPTED — SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL REPORT
AND SIGNAGE PLAN Motion made by Member Brindle and seconded by Member
Housh to adopt Resolution No. 2009-66 adopting Edina schools speed zone study
and signage plan.

Motion carried on rollcall vote — five ayes.

October 5, 2010

RESOLUTION NOS. 2010-94 AND 2010-95 ADOPTED - RESTRICTING
PARKING AND REVISING SPEED LIMIT ALONG WEST 58™ STREET FROM
FRANCE TO XERXES The Council discussed the challenges of configuring parking restrictions
and on-street bike lanes and considered whether a “walkable zone” with lowered speed limits,
should be created around this and other parks to assure pedestrian and bicycle safety. It was
indicated that high “walkability” scores for residential properties also increased value. Mr. Houle
reviewed the widths of bike trails that shared roadways and explained the intent was to lower
speed in areas of on-street bike lanes on this MSA roadway.

The Council considered whether action should be postponed to allow time to research creating a
“walkable zone” or if these actions should be taken so it could be determined whether they were
effective. Members Bennett and Brindle requested that a joint work session with staff and the ETC
should be held to discuss the option of a “walkable zone” to increase pedestrian and bicycle
safety. Member Swenson introduced and moved adoption of Resolution No. 2010-
94, relating to parking restrictions on West 58" Street from France Avenue to
Xerxes Avenue and No. 2010-95, reducing the speed limit on West 58" Street
between France Avenue and Xerxes Avenue. Member Bennett seconded the motion.

Ayes: Bennett, Brindle, Swenson, Hovland

Motion carried.

December 21, 2010

RESOLUTION NO. 2010-128 ADOPTED — RESOLUTION NO 2010-95 FOR WEST 58™
STREET BIKEWAY CORRECTED Motion made by Member Housh and seconded by Member
Bennett to adopt Resolution No. 2010-128, designating West 58" Street between France Avenue
and Xerxes Avenue as bicycle route and designating a 25 mph speed limit.




February 6, 2012

Adopt Resolution 2012-24 correcting Resolution No. 2010-58 — designating
bicycle lanes on West 58" Street between France Avenue and Xerxes Avenue

and designating a 25 mph speed limit.

December 20, 201 |

Adopt Resolution No 201 1-133 West 70" Street speed limit.




CITY SPEED LIMITS SPEED |
TRAFFIC POLICY 30 |

City of Edina

PURPOSE: A speed limit sign is a regulatory device informing motorists of the legal
speed limit imposed on the roadway. In the United States, studies
indicate drivers ignore speed limits and drive at a speed they consider
reasonable, comfortable and convenient.

Pursuant to Minnesota State Statute 169.14, speed restrictions are
established by State Statute and can only be modified by the
Commissioner of Transportation on the basis of engineering and traffic
investigation that indicates enhanced safety. The entire City of Edina is
classified an urban district and the basic speed limit is 30 MPH. Only a
school zone or a specific bridge can be regulated below 30 MPH if
ustification exists. Certain arterial roads and freeways within Edina have
been zoned greater than 30 MPH by the Commissioner.

PROCESS: Your traffic safety concern or request will be formalized by the staff
member you have contacted. That person will work with you and gather
the pertinent facts and help clearly define the problem and seek a
solution. Those facts will be reviewed by the City Engineer, the Police
Chief, and the Assistant City Manager. That group will make a
recommendation to the City Council regarding the matter. The staff safety
review recommendation will be shared with you. If you disagree with the
recommendation or can bring forth additional information and/or facts that
are persuasive as related to the City warrants/policies for the requested
issue, you can appear at the second Council meeting of the month and
present your viewpoint. We suggest you alert any interested parties to
attend the meeting with you. In all cases the City Council is the final
authority on traffic safety matters. Any subsequent review of the same or
similar request is at the discretion of the City Council.

POLICY: 1. The provisions of the Minnesota Manual on Uniform Traffic Control
Devices (MUTCD) shall be followed.

2. Traffic investigation and engineering in accordance with
established engineering practices shall occur prior to consideration
on requesting a speed limit change.

3. Absent supporting facts, the basic statutory speed limit shall not be
altered.




CITY SPEED LIMITS (Continued)

4, The City of Edina cannot legislate speed limits below 30 MPH.

5. The City of Edina can request the M

innesota Commissioner of

Transportation to reduce speed limits on City streets that have a

speed limit greater than 30 MPH.

6. The City of Edina can pursue engineering, education and
enforcement efforts to reduce the speed of vehicles on City streets.




| MINNESOTA STATUTES 2011 160.263

160.263 BICYCLE LANES AND WAYS.
Subdivision 1. [Repealed, 1987 ¢ 255 s 15]

Subd. 2. Powers of political subdivisions. The governing body of any political subdivision
may by ordinance or resolution:

(1) designate any roadway or shoulder or portion thereof under its jurisdiction as a bicycle
lane or bicycle route;

(2) designate any sidewalk or portion thereof under its jurisdiction as a bicycle path provided
that the designation does not destroy a pedestrian way or pedestrian access;

(3) develop and designate bicycle paths;
(4) designate as bikeways all bicycle lanes, bicycle routes, and bicycle paths.
Subd. 3. Designation. (a) A governing body designating a bikeway under this section may:

(1) designate the type and character of vehicles or other modes of travel which may be
operated on a bikeway, provided that the operation of such vehicle or other mode of travel is not
inconsistent with the safe use and enjoyment of the bikeway by bicycle traffic;

(2) establish priority of right-of-way on the bicycle lane or bicycle path and otherwise
regulate the use of bikeways as it deems necessary; and

(3) paint lines or construct curbs or establish other physical separations to exclude the use of
the bikeways by vehicles other than those specifically permitted to operate thereon.

(b) The designating governing body may, after public hearing, prohibit through traffic on
any highway or portion thereof designated as a bicycle lane or bicycle route, except that through
traffic may not be prohibited on a trunk highway. The designating governing body shall erect
and maintain official signs giving notice of the regulations and priorities established under this
subdivision and shall mark all bikeways with appropriate signs. Marking and signing of bikeways
by the designating governing body shall be in conformance with the Minnesota Manual on
Uniform Traffic Control Devices.

Subd. 4. Speed on street with bicycle lane. Notwithstanding section 169.14, subdivision
5, the governing body of any political subdivision, by resolution or ordinance and without an
engineering or traffic investigation, may designate a safe speed for any street or higshway under
its authority upon which it has established a bicycle lane; provided that such safe speed shall
not be lower than 25 miles per hour. The ordinance or resolution designating a safe speed is
effective when appropriate signs designating the speed are erected along the street or highway,
as provided by the governing body.

History: 1976 ¢ 199 s 15; 1987 ¢ 255 s 3,4

Copyright © 2011 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.




EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report documents a series of recommendations developed by the Minnesota Department of
Transportation for speed limits on local roads. The report also describes the process Mn/DOT
utilized to reach these recommendations. This process benefited from the participation of several
local government engineers in a Task Force convened by Mn/DOT. Mn/DOT has conducted the
speed limit study and prepared this report to meet the requirements of Laws of Minnesota 2008,
Chapter 287, Section 119, STUDY AND REPORT ON SPEED LIMITS. The input of all of the
Task Force members was valuable and informative and helped to form a consensus for the
group’s recommendations.

Implementation of speed limit statutes involves an overlap of two principles:

e Definitions: what type of roadway the motorist is driving on, and
e Speed Limits: what the appropriate speed is for that roadway.

The direction from the Legislature to Mn/DOT acknowledged these two principles. Mn/DOT
was specifically tasked to study and report on the following topics:

e Are the definitions of urban district, rural residential district and residential roadway
appropriate?

Is 30 MPH in urban districts appropriate?

Are there locations where 25 MPH is appropriate?

Is 30 MPH in rural residential districts appropriate?

Is 55 MPH in rural residential districts within a city appropriate?

Are there rural residential district locations within cities where 30 MPH is appropriate?

In response to these questions, Mn/DOT has developed proposed changes to the text of the
statutes (2008 Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 169, TRAFFIC REGULATIONS). The full versions
of those changes appear elsewhere in this report. The remainder of this section presents
overviews and highlights of the major recommendations developed by Mn/DOT.

Recommendations on Definitions
Urban District

The current definition of Urban District was found to be acceptable; however some agencies
interpret the term “streets” to include highways and others do not. The Task Force concluded all
similar types of roadways regardless of ownership should uniformly apply the Urban District
criteria. Consequently, the Task Force recommends that highways should be specified to clarify
the matter.

Rural Residential District

In the current statute text, this definition only applies for township roads; it does not apply within
cities or for county roads. The definition is confusing and outdated. It does not reflect certain
types of modern, large-lot, subdivision designs along roadways (in cities and townships) or well-
managed access roadways through commercial or residential areas. The recommended change
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deletes the exclusive township reference and allows this definition to be applied regardless of
jurisdiction. A Rural Residential District could be located in either a township or city, along a
roadway owned by any jurisdiction. The proposed changes also clarify the residence spacing
measurements for this definition and recognize the specific development conditions which meet
the Rural Residential District criteria.

Residential Roadway

The current language for this definition reads, in part, ‘“’residential roadway’ means a street or
portion of a street that is less than one-half mile in length . .. .” This wording lacks clarity and
does not match the intended application. The recommended language has been clarified as to
conditions for its appropriate application and includes only short (less than one-half mile) lengths
of roadways and not short portions of a long stretch of roadway.

Recommendations on Speed Limits
30 MPH in an Urban District

At this time, Mn/DOT recommends no change to the basic Urban District speed limit of 30
MPH. Mn/DOT acknowledges that the Task Force membership brought different views to this
issue. Several members favor a speed limit change to 25 now, if it could be successfully
achieved, or a move toward 25 in the future. Several factors were cited in support of a 25 MPH
speed limit. One key factor is the citizen-level support for the change. Another important factor
is the increased pedestrian survival rates at lower speeds in the event of vehicle-pedestrian
crashes.

Other factors were inconclusive or argued against a change. Analysis of pedestrian crash data
between Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Iowa yielded inconclusive results as to the safety benefits of
a 25 MPH (Iowa and Wisconsin) versus 30 MPH (Minnesota) residential speed limit.
Furthermore, a review of the survival rates at different speeds, coupled with the number of
pedestrian fatalities on low-speed roads, indicates that to cause a significant change in pedestrian
safety, travel speeds would need to change from 30 to 20 MPH or even lower. The level of
resources currently committed to law enforcement and driver education make it difficult to
enforce the existing 30 MPH limit. The judgment of the Task Force members, and of law
enforcement personnel who were interviewed, is that in the current funding environment it would
be difficult to establish proper enforcement of a 25 MPH statutory speed limit. This could lead
to a larger disparity in actual travel speed. Signing alone would not be expected to overcome
that. Even if signs were posted at 25, merely posting speed limit signs have not been shown to
cause a change in driver behavior. Dispersion in travel speeds amongst drivers is a greater factor
in safety than is the posted or statutory speed limit of 30 MPH or 25 MPH. There is concern that
lowering the speed limit without a large enforcement effort to support the change would not
result in a safety improvement. In addition, the need to post signs to educate drivers to the new
speed limit would be expected to impose a significant burden on some communities.

Considering all aspects of the issue, Mn/DOT concludes that 30 MPH is the best speed limit for
Urban Districts in Minnesota at this time. Efforts today should be aimed at achieving
compliance with the existing 30 MPH statutory speed limit. Though the topic could be revisited
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in the future if additional resources can be devoted to improved enforcement of and education
regarding the existing speed limit.

30 MPH in a Rural Residential District /55 MPH in a Rural Residential District
within a City

These are related points. Strictly speaking, the term “Rural Residential District within a city” is
a misnomer, as by current Minnesota Statute definition a “Rural Residential District” can only
occur in a township. It was understood that what was meant by the question is the following:
“For areas within a city that would be defined as Rural Residential District if in a township, is 55
MPH the appropriate speed limit?”

The Task Force members were unanimous; 55 is not an appropriate speed limit for a rural
residential area within a city. Mn/DOT recommends that, in tandem with the revised definition
for Rural Residential Districts, a new speed limit should be set for this category of roadway. To
determine the correct statutory speed for these roadways, several representative speed studies
have been conducted on Rural Residential District roads. As a result of these studies, it was
determined that 35 MPH is the reasonable speed limit on these roads. The Rural Residential
District definition and its accompanying speed limit are proposed to be consistent for all road
authorities.
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