REPORT / RECOMMENDATION

From:  Debra Mangen Action
City Clerk Discussion [
Date: December 2, 2014 Information [

Subject: Correspondence

Action Requested:
No action is necessary.

Attachment:
Attached is correspondence received since the last Council meeting.
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1365 South Grade Road SW
Hutchinson, MN 55350
November 20, 2014

Hello,

Hello, | am Ty a 6'" grade student at Hutchinson Middle School in
Hutchinson, MN. Our social studies class is doing a project where we select two
cities in Minnesota and write a letter to those communities to describe the
history of Hutchinson. We hope to receive information or materials back to share
with our class about the importance of your community.

First, let me start by describing myself and interests. | was born and raised
in Hutchinson. | like playing football, baseball, lacrosse, and my favorite sport of
all is hockey. | have two older brothers. My family and I live in the country and
have a big pond and we skate all the time. | go snowmobiling and hunting out at
my house.

Now | would like to tell you about the town of Hutchinson. The town was
founded and started by the three Hutchinson brothers. The town was attacked by
the Sioux Uprising. Chief Little Crow was a leader of the Indians. He was later shot
just north of Hutchinson. Hutchinson has the second oldest park system in the
United States. Only Central Park in New York City is older. There are a lot of lakes
in the area. The Crow River also flows through town. More and more businesses
are moving and building in Hutchinson. 3M is a major manufacturer and company
in town.

Thank you for reading my letter about the history of Hutchinson. | would
appreciate it if you could send a letter, information, or any materials back so that |
could inform my class about your town.

Sincerely,

Ty



Attention Luke Wollan
1365 South Grade Road SW
Hutchinson, MN 55350
November 19, 2014

To Whom It May Concern,

Hello, | am a 6" grade student at Hutchinson Middle School in Hutchinson, MN. Our social
studies class is doing a project where we select two cities in Minnesota and write a letter to those
communities to describe the history of Hutchinson. We hope to receive information or materials back
to share with our class about the importance of your community.

First, let me start by describing myself and interests. 1 was born in Hutchinson and still live
there. Some sports | play are: Football, Basketball and Baseball. We live in the town of Hutch. | like
playing Frisbee golf too. 1also love playing video games. | have three siblings.

Now | would like to tell you about the town of Hutchinson. The town was founded and started
by the three Hutchinson brothers. The town was attacked by the Sioux Indians during the Sioux
Uprising. Chief Little Crow was a leader of the Indians. He was later shot just North of Hutchinson.
Hutchinson has the second oldest park system in the United States. Only Central Park in New York City
is older. There are a lot of lakes in the area. The Crow River also flows through town. More and more
businesses are moving and building in Hutchinson. 3M is a major manufacturer and company in town.

Thank you for reading my letter about the history of Hutchinson. 1 would appreciate it if you
could send a letter, information, or any materials back so that | could inform my class about your town.

Sincerely,

Luke Wollan



Attn: Alyssa Johnson

1365 South Grade Rd.

Hutchinson, MN 55350

November 20, 2014
To Whom It May Concern,

Hello, | am a 6™ grade student at Hutchinson Middle School in Hutchinson,
MN. Our social studies class is doing a project where we select two cities in
Minnesota and write a letter to those communities to describe the history of
Hutchinson. We hope to receive information or materials back to share with our
class about the importance of your community.

First, let me start by describing myself and interests. | was born and have
lived in Hutchinson my entire life. |like to dance, play the piano, and play the
clarinet. | one younger brother and one younger sister. My family and | live in
Hutchinson. | enjoy doing hair on my sister and watching Cute Girls Hairstyles
videos.

Now | would like to tell you about the town of Hutchinson. The town was
founded and started by the three Hutchinson brothers. The town was attacked
by the Sioux Indians during the Sioux Uprising. Chief Little Crow was a leader of
the Indians. He was later shot just North of Hutchinson. Hutchinson has the
second oldest park system in the United States. Only Central Park in New York
City is older. There are a lot of lakes in the area. The Crow River also flows
through town. More and more businesses are moving and building in Hutchinson.
3M is a major manufacturer and company in town.

Thank you for reading my letter about the history of Hutchinson. |1 would
appreciate it if you could send a letter, information, or any materials back so that |
could inform my class about your town.

Sincerely,

Alyssa Johnson



With many thanks from. . .
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HOW TO LEARN MORE

To learn more visit our website at CenterPointEnergy.com/RateCase and
take advantage of our online calcutator to fearn about how reducing your natural
gas consumgption can lower your monthly bill.

Residential
612-372-4727  800-245-2377

Business
Call your account manager or the Business Customer Hotline
612-321-493% » 877-809-3803

CenterPoint .
& Energy

©2014 CenterPoint Energy 131883

NEW NATURAL GAS DISTRIBUTION
RATES APPROVED IN 2014

Charges hegin with the enclosed hill

In August 2013, CenterPoint Energy filed a request with the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission (MPUC) to change its rates for utility distribution service.
The filing, known as a rate case, sought to increase the company's annual
revenues by $44.3 million or 5 percent.

MPUC appraves new rates

The MPUC approved an annual revenue increase of approximately $32.9 million,
or 3.9 percent. Under the final order, the manthly Basic Charge for residentiat
customers increases from $800 to $9.50, and the per therm Delivery Charge
increasas from $0.16637 to $0:18458.

The new rates appraved by the MPUG alsa include an
important change — see inside for information about the new
revenue decoupling pilot program that will start next year.



RATES VARY BY
CUSTOMER CGLASS

Rate changes will affect individual monthly
bills differently depending on the amount

of natural gas used and the qhstomer’s rate
class. The effect on an average residential
customer’s bill (who uses approximately 900
therms in a year) will be an increase of about
$2.85 per month, or $34 per year. Bills will also vary because the-wholesale cost
of natural gas changes each month. ' ’

Customers’ bills contain three parts: Basic Charge, Delivery Charge and Cost of
Gas, which is passed through directly to customers without mark-up. The Basic
Charge and Delivery Charge recover only the cost of providing utility distribution
service to our customers. They do not include wholesale gas costs —which
make up about 60-70 percent of the bill. .

Monthly Basic Charge: Current New
Residential ‘ $8.00 $9.50
C/-A $12.00 $15.00
/B  $1800 $21.00
CA-C $43.00 $43.00
SVDF-A $60.00 $50.00
SVDF-B $90.00 $80.00
LVDF $600.00 $800.00
Delivery Gharge {per therm): Current New
Residential $0.16637 $0.18458
C/-A $0.14680 $614129
C/1-B $0.14422 $013349
A $0133%2  $0.13969
SVDF-A $0.09941. $0.1409
SVDF-B © $0.09420 $0.10897
LVDF < -$0.04276 $0.05034

Note: The current and new per therm Helivery chaiges do not include the per therm éharge
for the Conservation Improvement Program Adjustment Rider that is used to recover
conservation costs not included in base rates.

Refunds on interim rates. State
law allowed CenterPoint Energy to
collect interim {temporary) rates

" white the MPUC considered its rate
case. The company began collecting
annual interim rates of $42.9 miltion,
on October 1, 2013. Since the final

4  rate increase is less than the interim

rate increase, the company will refund the difference, with interest, beginning in

December 2014 bills. A typical residential customer’s refund will be about §11.

New revenue decoupling pilot program starts July 2015

The purpose of revenue decoupling is fo reduce CenterPoint Energy’s
disincentive to promote energy conservation and energy eﬁicieﬁby. Revenue
decoupling separates the link between the amount of revenue CenterPoint
Energy collects from its customers and changes in the amount of natural gas
they use. Revenue decoupling allows CenterPoint Energy to automatically adjust
its rates for residential, commercial and industrial customers once each year.
CenterPoint Energy will adjust its rates up or down each year to make up for any
short fail or excess in non-gas sales revenue. This pilot program will start with
July 2015 usage. The first decoupling rate adjustment will appear on customer
bills in fall 2016. We will provide more information on the decoupling pilot
program in the future. '

Avg monthly  Avg monthly bill  Avg monthly bill

Customer type
(usage in therms) usage in therms current rates new rates
Residential - Smail 37 $32.00 $34.19
- Medium 73 $65.35 $58.20
- Large 10 $79.35 $82.89
Commercial/industrial
Up te 1,500/year 60 $50.00 $53.00
1,500 to 5,000/year C 8 $160.00 $161.00
5,000 or morejyear 1137 $741.00 $748.00
Smail Velume Dual Fuel Sales Service '
Up te 120,000/year " 3B00 $1,995.00 $2,041.00
120,000 or more/year 13,745 $7.017.00 $7,B82.00
Large Velume Duai Fuel Sales Service 70,000 $30,752.00 $31,487.00




From: Chris Rofidal [mailto:crofidal@comcast.net]
Sent: Wednesday, November 26, 2014 4:12 PM
Subject: Opposition to 7200 France

Please forward to Edina Clty Council....Thank you!
Dear Edina City Council-

Just a brief note in opposition of the 7200 France project as is currently being proposed. Clearly the
Comprehensive Plan is being violated which is the main issue. That said, my issue is regarding the
process of this application as it now sits with you.

Please consider that both the City Planners and the Planning Commission are NOT recommending this
application. How many times have we heard people complaining when they feel City Staff is ramming
something through? How many times do you hear complaints that the Planning Commission did not
listen to the residents at the pubic hearing? Well, guess what...not this time. This time both your
planning professionals and appointed Commission have said TO DENSE for the West side of France.

Please do the right thing by asking the developers to go back to the drawing board on this one. |grew
up within a 9 iron of that site and the area is maxed out. As an aside, please ask tough questions about
drainage and water runoff. | can tell you first hand that after a series of hard rainfalls, | have swam in
that parking lot as a kid. Not the smartest thing | have ever done :)

Good luck and thank you for your service to our Community. Thanks also to the City Staff who have
done their due diligence on this one...

Chris

Chris Rofidal

612 963 2887 cell

952 285 4459 work
crofidal@comcast.net
http://www.linkedin.com/in/crofidal




From: Jane Melroe [mailto:jmbrumel@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, December 01, 2014 9:42 AM

To: Cary Teague

Subject: Rezoning request for 7200 France Avenue

Note to you, the Mayor and all members of the City Council:

| strongly oppose the rezoning request by the developers of the 7200 France Avenue site. The
developers revised proposal is still in excess of the City’s Comprehensive Plans in terms of
height, living density and floor area ratio. | am especially concerned about the traffic problems
that any building in this area will create for the residents in the Cornelia neighborhood.

1 would like to see the Council follow Staff and Planning Commission recommendations that
the developer’s revised proposal be denied.

The existing Comprehensive Plan with its 4 story height limit, FAR requirements and prohibition
of retail on the parcel is and will continue to be valid. Do the right thing and support the
residents in voicing their opinion that on this particular site the redevelopment requirements
are set.

Jane Melroe

952-926-9736



Heather Branigin

From: Patrick Wrase

Sent: Tuesday, November 25, 2014 3:28 PM
To: ‘ryandgordon@hotmail.com’

Cc: Edina Mail; Chad Millner

Subject: RE: Attn: City Council and Engineering

Hello Mr. Gordon,
Thanks for the questions and concerns regarding the upcoming Countryside H Neighborhood Reconstruction project.

You are correct that we presented a range of $8,600 to $10,900 at the July 28, 2014 informational meeting. Since that
July meeting, we have met with contractors, had discussions with others and have reviewed the economic outlook for
construction costs. All the data is showing a greater increase in prices than we had anticipated in July. All signs are
showing greater volatility in the prices. Knowing this information, we wanted to notify both the residents and council of
our concerns as soon as possible and the first opportunity was the PIH. Using the information we have today, we added
additional contingency to the estimated project costs and assessments. We are going to do two things to allow us the
opportunity to reduce those assessments.

1. Bid the project in Feb/early March before other communities to get the best prices available
2. Continue to look for efficiencies during construction o save project costs

While we would have liked to be able to hold the range discussed in July, we felt it was better to get that information
out to everyone now versus surprising the residents and council during the final assessment hearing. | understand the
$900 difference is not a small number but | hope you understand our thinking that now is the time to have this
discussion.

Thanks for being engaged in your project, please contact me at your convenience if you have any additional questions.

Pat

Begin forwarded message:

From: Edina Mail <mail@EdinaMN.gov>

Date: November 25, 2014 at 1:21:50 PM CST

To: Chad Millner <cmillner@EdinaMN.gov>
Subject: FW: Attn: City Council and Engineering

Good afternoon,

This message has been forwarded to the Mayor and Council members and Chad Millner.



E ==t Lynette Biunno, Receptionist
' 952-927-8861 | Fax 952-826-0389
Ibiunno@EdinaMN.gov | www.EdinaMN.qov

...For Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business

From: Ryan Gordon [mailto:ryandgordon@hotmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 25, 2014 12:57 PM

To: Edina Mail

Subject: Attn: City Council and Engineering

Dear City of Edina Engineering Representative,

I'm a resident in Edina’s Countryside H neighborhood and received the Notice of Public Hearing
for our neighborhood's roadway reconstruction project proposal and hearing. | will not be able
to make the public hearing at the City Council meeting on 12/9. But | do have a question that
was not addressed (or if it was, was not easily visible) in the November 2014 Engineering Study
report.

The proposed project cost communicated earlier this year was estimated to be between $8,600
- 10,900 per REU. Yet, in the most recent communication, the proposed project cost, funded
through special assessment, is $11,732/REU. This proposed cost is also at the upper end of the
Public Hearing Assessment costs for past completed roadway reconstruction projects. | would
like to know what factors contributed to this higher proposed project cost compared to the
earlier estimate and the cost from other neighborhood's in Edina that went through roadway
reconstruction.

Thank you,
Ryan Gordon

Ryan Gordon
Mobile: 952-923-7182
Email: ryandgordon@hotmail.com




Heather Branigin

From: David/Karen Carlson <dcarl@iphouse.com>
Sent: Thursday, November 27, 2014 6:.01 PM

To: Edina Mail

Subject: Letter for Mayor and Council Members
Attachments: 7200 France Avenue letter.doc

Hello:

Please distribute the letter in the enclosed attachment to Mayor Hovland and the other members of the City Council at
the earliest possible time.

Please notify us if for some reason you are unable to open the attachment. Thank you very much.
David J. Carlson
4713 Aspasia Circle

Edina, MN 55435
952-926-3385



4713 Aspasia Circle
Edina, MN 55435
November 27, 2014

To Mayor Hovland, and Edina City Council Members:

As residents of the Lake Edina neighborhood for more than 40 years, we are writing to
express our concern over the proposed 7200 France Avenue development.

We note that the Planning Commission voted unanimously against this proposal. Our
own specific objections are as follows:

1) The proposal does not fall within the guidelines of the Edina Comprehensive Plan,
both in terms of building height and density. It is a massive amount of construction on a
relatively compact building site. A six story building with as many apartments as are
proposed will drastically change the character of the adjacent neighborhood of principally
single-family homes. We believe it will be detrimental to the neighborhood.

2) The size and scope of this project, including commercial enterprises along with
apartments, with primary access from W. 72" Street will cause major traffic congestion
and back-up on a residential street which is commonly used by Lake Edina neighborhood
residents as a convenient route to the businesses on France Avenue. In addition,
increased traffic along 72™ Street and Claremore Drive seems likely to result in safety
concerns for children on the south side of Cornelia School.

We find the proposed 7200 France Avenue project to represent a very piecemeal
approach to redevelopment along the west side of France Avenue. It would seem prudent
for the City Council to take a step back, and from the 25,000 foot level consider its vision
for the west side of France Avenue between W. 72" Street and 1-494 in broad terms. If
nothing else, the council could consider that portion which abuts a single-family
neighborhood. For example, a potential redevelopment of the entire parcel on the west
side of France between 72" Street and Gallagher Drive, with building height and density
in compliance with the Comprehensive Plan, might be explored. (It is our opinion that
the current 7250 France building is also a likely prospect for future redevelopment.)

Such a redevelopment would allow access from both 72" Street and Gallagher Drive, and
be amenable to a design for improved, safer flow of traffic through the neighborhood
(perhaps a one-way entrance and exit to off-street parking areas).

In summary, we believe the 7200 France proposal is fatally flawed due to its non-
compliance with the Edina Comprehensive plan, and also due to its piecemeal nature,
which will seriously impede traffic flow on a key neighborhood street. If allowed to
proceed, it will have detrimental effects on Edina neighborhoods south of W. 70th Street
and east of Highway 100, and consequently, on the city of Edina. Whatever
redevelopment ultimately occurs on this site must be within the confines of the
Comprehensive Plan. Please vote “no” on the 7200 proposal!



Thank you for the work you do for our city.

Sincerely,

David and Karen Carlson



Heather Branigin

From: Rozanne Andersen <Rozanne.Andersen@OntarioSystems.com>

Sent: Friday, November 28, 2014 1:20 PM

To: Jackie Hoogenakker; Edina Mail; joseph.palmersheim@ecm-inc.com; lisa.kaczke@ecm-
inc.com; mark.weber@ecm-inc.com

Cc beetlebug00@gmail.com; halljan22@gmail.com; cathylc@mac.com; Collm Nelson;
kanelson09@gmail.com; smandersen2011@gmail.com

Subject: RE: PLEASE SHARE WITH COUNCIL - VOTE NO RE: PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF 7200
FRANCE AVE

Members of the Edina City Council,

My husband and | have lived in our home on Bristol Circle [cul-de-sac adjacent to proposed development] for almost 21
years. We raised our family in this home and were thrilled when in March of 2014 our daughter and son in law bought
their family home on Hibiscus [just blocks from the proposed development] so they too would and could enjoy raising
their children, Livy age three and Jack 18 months, in this quiet, close knit, Cornelia neighborhood.

We vehemently oppose your approval of the proposed development of 7200 France Ave as presented by Boisclair for
four reasons.

1. STOP USE OF 72nd AS A CUT THROUGH/TRAFFIC SAFETY- | recognize my concerns about the proposed
development and your apparent proclivity to disregard the Comprehensive Plan are in large part driven by my concern
for my family's and my friends' health, safety and well-being; but | want you to know | am equally concerned about the
safety of the children who attend Cornelia Elementary. | know first-hand how people use Cornelia Drive [South of 70th]
as a speedy cut through to France Avenue as they make their way during morning and evening rush hour to and from
494, The use of Cornelia Drive and West Shore Drive for this purpose along with the traffic congestion caused by the
Cremation Society when services are in progress makes TRAFFIC SAFETY one of the first reasons you should site for
rejecting the development as presented by Boisclair.

2. STOP THE INCREASED STRESS ON EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE - Increasing the density of the housing beyond
what is permitted in the Comprehensive Plan is simply irresponsible and short sighted. Unless and until the
Comprehensive Plan is modified to include a fully articulated plan for the development of France Avenue from its
northern most border in Edina to its southern most border at Highway 494 and a Traffic Study and Environmental
Impact Study are completed, the city council should refuse to approve any land use proposal that deviates from the
Comprehensive Plan — period. Any action contrary to such an approach is irresponsible, extremely short sighted and
precisely the reason cities such as Brainerd and St. Cloud Minnesota are visually and practically offensive.

3. REMEMBER WHY WE HAVE A PLANNING COMMISSION — It is my understanding our City Manager and perhaps
more importantly our Planning Commission have unanimously voted against the development as presented by Boisclair.
Does their collective opinion only matter when it is convenient or politically beneficial to the City Council?

4, CLARIFY YOUR VISION/CHAMPS -ELYSEES OR AD HOC DEVELOPMENT? — Quite frankly | travel a lot for my job. |
see how cities across the U.S. have grown to embrace socioeconomic, cultural and business needs in ways that actually
beautify a locale. But these successes do not happen by way of ad hoc development. They happen because the city
planners and councils have a vision that will address today’s urban needs and the needs of the people for many years, if
not generations, to come. Should France Avenue become our Champs Elysees or a thoroughfare through a quaint, quite
residential village? | don’t know, but as my elected officials, | think you should. Vote no with regard to the proposed
Boisclair development and yes to the creation of a long range plan that incorporates all the comments and information
you are gleaning from those “ask the residents” meetings you are holding and the surveys you have sent to the



residents. You know the expression, “don’t be surprised if you don’t get to where you want to be if you don’t have a
plan.”

PLEASE LISTEN TO YOUR CONSTITUENTS!
Sincerely,

Rozanne and Steve Andersen

7204 Bristol Circle

Edina, MN

Rozanne M. Andersen. Esq.
Ontario Systems | Vice President and Chief Compliance Officer
t 9522218267 | f 765-751-7498

1150 West Kilgore
ONTARLIQ  Avenue | Muncie, IN 47305-1588
www, OntarioSystems.com | 800.283.3227

Disclaimer: This information contained in this email and any attachments or links associated with this email is not
intended as legal advice and may not be used as legal advice. Legal advice must be tailored to the specific
circumstances of each case. Every effort has been made to assure this information is up-to-date as of the date of
publication. It is not intended to be a full and exhaustive explanation of the law in any area, nor should it be used to
replace the advice of your own legal counsel.

The author(s) and Ontario Systems assume no liability for typographical or other errors contained in the email or any
attachments or links associated with this email or for changes in the law affecting anything discussed herein.

Attention: This message and all attachments are private and may contain information that is confidential and
privileged. If you received this message in error, please notify the sender by reply email and delete the message
immediately.



Heather Branigin

From: Steve Brown <steve.brown@cushwakenm.com>

Sent: Monday, December 01, 2014 12:31 PM

To: Lynette Biunno

Ce: Cary Teague; Scott H. Neal

Subject: FW: 7200 France - planning commission meeting and neighborhood meeting
Attachments: Stephen H.docx

Lynette-

Please forward my letter and email to all City Council Members.

Thank you,

Steve

TO: Edina City Council

FROM: Steve Brown — 7205 Bristol Circle
RE: 7200 France

Attached please find a letter that | wrote prior to the Planning Commission meeting regarding the proposed residential
project by Boisclair.

In addition to the points stated in the letter, | want to add the following comments that | hope you will take into account
as you evaluate your options related to this site:

o  Mixed Use vs. Medical Office: The critical issue that must be contemplated for the City of Edina is what is a
more appropriate use for this site, mixed use or medical office? These two uses will have dramatically different
impacts on the Cornelia neighborhood.

o Mixed Use will “incorporate” the residents living there as part of the neighborhood (| reference this in
my letter). The people will become part of any issues that may arise because this is their home, too.

o A 67,000 SF medical office building, which is allowed by current zoning, will have a significantly higher
traffic count than the mixed use project that is proposed.

o Inaddition, the people that will frequent this site as a medical office building (staff, patients, vendors,
visitors) will have no “personal interest” in the neighborhood. They will seek the quickest way to short
cut to their destination, and 72" to Cornelia Drive in front of the school, and 72 to Wooddale will be
the most favored routes. So for neighbors who think that the mixed use will be worse, they do not
understand traffic volume associated with a medical office building.

e West 70" Street SAC:

o Asyou may recall, | was the Chair for the West 70" Street SAC. One of the primary and fundamental
concerns, expressed almost universally in our discussions, was reducing the amount of cut through
traffic on 72" Street and in front of Cornelia Elementary.

o The mixed use project will be far less invasive than the medical office building would be from a traffic
perspective.

e Sunrise Site (the site directly to the north of the 7200 site):




o Related to the above points, | ask you to recall the discussions that occurred on the site currently
occupied by Sunrise Assisted Living. There was a proposal for an office building that required a rezoning,
which was summarily dismissed because of the traffic generation, and lack of some type of “step down”
use adjacent to the neighborhood. That was a general office building, which does not generate the
traffic counts associated with a medical office building. The Sunrise facility was an incredible find that
met that step down aspect exceptionally well.

o My understanding is that a 67,000 Sf medical office building is allowed by current city code. This is not
an insignificant sized medical office building. In fact, this is the exact type of use that was summarily
dismissed on the Sunrise site.

I have met with the developer and their architect and discussed the project on a number of occasions. They have
preserved the entire green space that buffers the site from my home (I am the most impacted of anyone based upon
where | live.

The issue for you, and for my neighbors is quite simple, which would you rather have on this site?

For me, the answer is simple. The mixed use project is a better project for the City of Edina and the Cornelia
neighborhood.

Respectfully submitted,
Steve

Stephen H. Brown CCIM
Executive Director
Healthcare Real Estate Advisory

P 952.837.8517
C 612.805.2232
E steve.brown@cushwakenm.com

A CUSHMAN & S
?ﬁé‘%wmmm* NMORTHMARG
HEALTHCARE REAL ESTATE ADMISCRY



Stephen H. Brown
7205 Bristol Circle
Edina, MN 55435
612-805-2232

Mr. Cary Teague

Community Development Director
City of Edina

4801 West 50" Street

Edina, MN 55424

RE: Proposed project at 7200 France
(Please forward to all Planning Commission Members, as well as, City Council)

Dear Cary -

I am writing you in support of the proposed development at 7200 France. I intended
to help facilitate a neighborhood meeting on behalf of the developer; however, I
had a family emergency come up that made this impossible.

As you know, I was a member of the Planning Commission for 11 years. During that
time, I was appointed by the City Council to be the Chair of the West 70" Street
SAC. I was also was a member of the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update subcommittee
that was responsible for guiding the update process within the community.

I bring this up only because all three of these roles involved consideration and
contemplation of the Cornelia neighborhood, as well as, the greater Southdale area
of the city. Much of both the 70 Street SAC and the Comp Plan update dealt with
the sensitivities associated with development in the Southdale area. In particular,
the gignificant density that is permissible within this area, and the challenges
associated with accessing it.

I live directly adjacent to the proposed site. There is no residence that is more
directly impacted by the redevelopment of this site. Since learning about the
project, I have had numerous discussions with the architect for the 7200 project.

They have been transparent in their intent, and open to suggestions. As I learned
about their plans, I indicated that my support was conditioned upon their leaving
the entire area of trees on the west end of the site in tact. Nothing was to be cut
down. They gave me their assurance that the tree area that buffers the site from
our cul-de-sac would not be impacted.

Over the past several years, I have also been privy to a number of conceptual
iterations/plans associated with the 7200 site that were being contemplated by
other developers. They were either office or medical office buildings, larger in
scale, but consistent with the current zoning.

I bring this up because as I evaluate the proposed project, in my opinion when
congidering the comp plan discussions combined with the concerns raised by the
Cornelia neighborhood in our 70" Street SAC meetings, the mixed use concept that is
proposed is desirable from a number of perspectives.



First, it will bring residents into the neighborhood. Not just employees that are
passing through (like those working at an office building). These people will view
Cornelia as “their neighborhood”.

Second, the restaurants will be an amenity to the neighborhood. A place that people
can walk to without having to navigate crossing France Avenue.

I believe the architect has oriented the property in a desirable manner, and the
upgrades they have incorporated into the medians they have proposed are attractive.

I understand that this project involves an increased FAR, however, my belief is
that the residential use will be far less invasive to the Cornelia neighborhood
than alternatives like a medical or general office building would be, particularly
from a traffic perspective.

I had hoped to be able to attend the Planning Commission Meeting this evening;
however the family emergency I mentioned earlier has made this impossible. I intend

to be at the City Council Meeting when this project is heard.

For purposes of tonight’s meeting, please congider this letter my support for the
proposed project. :

As always, feel free to call with any questions.

Sincerely,

Steve



Heather Branigin

From: Mary Brindie <mbrindle@comcast.net>
Sent: Monday, December 01, 2014 1:52 PM
To: Lynette Biunno

Subject: Fw: Comment on new bank Think

Hi Lynette,

Please forward the note below to the rest of the city council.
Thanks.
Mary.

Mary Brindle
mbrindle@comcast.net
612-270-9887 call or text

From; Kathy Dahlheimer :
Sent: Monday, December 01, 2014 1: 46 PM -
To: mbnndle@comcast net ~ ,
Subject: Comment on new bank Think

Hello Mary...l would have sent this to everyone but | can never find that email so | am sending this comment to you.

That new bank on the promenade has two giant signs with the blue logo etc....
very unattractive on this road that is actually starting to look nice. Did planning approve all that signage or is there just
no control over it. Maybe | am noticing it more because frankly | could think of many more interesting businesses that
would have been a real addition to the promenade than a bank with another office so close by. But | do understand
Council cannot regulate what goes in there if they meet zoning. Anyway just wondering if those signs are all within
code...| recall in years gone by a big issue about signage on France Avenue and size etc. What they have done is ugly.

it is crazy...totally redundant and

Anyway please forward to whomever might know about this and of course so many other big issues and plans in the city

this is not that important but every time 1 go by | wonder about it.
Thanks.

Kathleen Dahlheimer



GWhitesell on 7200 project

Dear Mayor Hovland, Councilwomen, and Councilmen;
RE: 7200 France proposal

We are in complete agreement with Planning Commission comments
and recommendations to not allow the application for PUD zoning.

* [t’s all about economics for the developer.

They have mentioned many times that they need this scale to be economically
feasible. They also need the affordable housing component to qualify for favorable
financing.

They paid $5.5 million for the property hoping that Edina would help them make it
worth the (high) price.

The community has no responsibility to share project risks, especially with only
negative impact to current residents.

» This is an inexperienced “developer”.

The late Robert Boisclair created an excellent portfolio of low to mid-market
apartment projects. Most of these (10 of 14) have sec.8, sec.42, or 236 financing
such as Park Place Townhomes below (sec.42).

According to their web site and real estate records, there has been no new
development since 2008, Highlands Apartments in Bloomington,(Sec. 8 & 42).

The 7200 project would be Lori’s first venture into project development in 9 years
and since becoming President in 2009.

7200 France Avenue Proposal 1
November 10, 2014



GWhitesell on 7200 project

Below is a recent 5 story by the same architect. The Ellipse on Excelsior Boulevard
& France has132 Apartments. (Image: Google Streetview)

» Edina approaches a tipping point.

820 apartments are already under construction in the Southdale area. Traffic
congestion is picking up on main East/West cross streets. The city is spending
money to protect pedestrians by upgrading crosswalks and proposing more
sidewalks. These are band aides to a developing problem.

7200 France Avenue Proposal 2
November 10, 2014



GWhitesell on 7200 project

* Summary

Edina officials have prudently spent a large amount of our dollars over the years on
master planning.

¢ Comprehensive Plan, 2004

e Southdale Area Study, 2008-2009

¢ France Avenue improvements & pedestrian access, 2013

¢ Community Profile & Benchmark Analysis, 2014

| thank our officials for having the foresight to seek that planning expertise but those
efforts are wasted if not followed. Retail opens many other issues on traffic and
signage.

Give our planning department time to do a small area analysis on this side of France.

Please do not allow this project to proceed and do not rezone to
PUD.

Architects need to be challenged to match and improve the environment of the area, not
diminish it.

Glen and Sharon Whitesell
7116 Heatherton Trail
South Cornelia Neighborhood

7200 France Avenue Proposal 3
November 10, 2014



Heather Branigin

From: David Bly <Rep.David.Bly@house.mn>
Sent: Monday, December 01, 2014 4:05 PM
Subject: Reminder: The Next Regional Passenger Rail Meeting

This email is to remind you of the Intercity Passenger Rail meeting this coming this Wednesday, December 3 from 3:00-
5:00 p.m. at the Viking Theater in Buntrock Commons on the campus of St. Olaf College. If you have not done so already,
please RSVP to me at this address.

Location: Viking Theater in Buntrock Commons
Enter Buntrock Commons main entrance. Viking Theatre will be on your right next to the Bookstore.
Parking is available immediately outside Buntrock Commons at the top of the St. Olaf Hill .

Campus map: http://www.stolaf.edu/map/

Entrance to the campus is either on the South via MN Highway 19 off of I-35; or from the East on St Olaf Ave. off of MN
Highway 3.

We have scheduled our next meeting to pursue an advocacy group for regional passenger rail for Wednesday,
December 3 at St. Olaf College. Please RSVP to save your seat at the table.

Attached find a draft of a letter we hope will become the message we need to send to MnDOT expressing
support for our Regional Passenger Rail Project. We will discuss this and entertain suggestions at the meeting,
but our hope is to send participants home with a comment to encourage their communities to endorse and sign
the letter.

Thanks to those of you who participated in our October 16 regional leaders meeting for the inter-city regional
passenger rail line through Northfield! We have 20 cities and 5 counties participating in this conversation to
date and we are extremely encouraged by the overwhelmingly positive message we have received on this
project thus far.

Following the direction provided by participants in our October meeting, I am writing to invite you to a
follow-up meeting for the regional passenger rail project.

Please join us Wednesday, December 3 from 3pm to Spm at the Viking Theater in Buntrock Commons, St.
Olaf College. Please respond to his e-mail with your availability or the name and contact info of your

designee.

Rep. David Bly



Heather Branigin

From: Erin Zamoff <erinzamoff@q.com>

Sent: Monday, December 01, 2014 4:32 PM

To: Edina Mail

Subject: Fwd: In support of more sidewalks in Edina
Begin forwarded message:

From: Erin Zamoff <erinzamoff@q.com>
Subject: In support of more sidewalks in Edina
Date: December 1, 2014 2:25:48 PM CST

To: MNolan@EdinaMN.gov

Hello Mr. Nolan.
I hope you enjoyed your Thanksgiving.

I am a resident of Morningside and have students at Concord, South View and the High School. I felt that the

November 20th article in the Star Tribune (http://www.startribune.com/local/west/283286561.html)
did not accurately portray the views of Edina residents on sidewalks. I strongly support creating more
sidewalks, especially near our schools so that students can walk to school safely.

As the city reviews its sidewalk plan, I hope that it takes into account the views of all residents.

Thank you,
Erin Zamoff



Heather Branigin

From: Courtney Whited <courtney.whited@dartsl.org>

Sent: Monday, December 01, 2014 5:07 PM

To: Edina Mail, jonibennett12@comcast.net; Mary Brindle (Comcast);
joshsprague@edinarealty.com; swensonannl@gmail.com

Cc: Mark K. Nolan

Subject: Proposed Comp. Plan Amendments for 7200 France Ave.

Good Evening Mayor Hovland & Council Members,

| wanted to share my concerns for the proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendents for the 7200 France Avenue project,
which will be discussed at tomorrow evening’s City Council meeting. As a member of the Edina Transportation
Commission, | understand and support the need to complete a neighborhood wide transportation study before
construction begins on this stated project. Looking at a map of this area of Edina, it is a known “cut through” for traffic
to navigate away from 72™ and France by driving west on 72" and turning north on Cornelia Drive and then heading
west on 70" Street to then enter onto Hwy. 100. This fast traffic route goes directly in front of Cornelia Elementary. My
son attends this school and my daughter will be attending this school next fall. {1 will be attending the Cornelia
Elementary Kindergarten information meeting tomorrow night, so | am unable to attend the City Council meeting) My
son’s best friend, lives one block south of Cornelia Elementary on Cornelia Drive. His parents continually share with me
that it is always unsafe for both their son and older daughter to cross the street at 72" and Cornelia to walk to school,
because drivers either slowly roll through or simply drive through the stop sign at this corner. The City of Edina is
working on implementing a Active Routes To School Comprehensive Plan and a fantastic Sidewalk Facility Plan. Both of
these Plans include the Cornelia Elementary area. | would highly recommend conducting a comprehensive traffic study
of this entire 7200 France Avenue area before increasing the need for additional traffic to “cut through” the
neighborhood | have described.

Thank you in advance for your kind consideration.

Sincerely,

Courtney L.B. Whited

5829 Chowen Avenue South

Edina, MN 55410

Courtney L.B. Whited

DARTS

Mobility Management, Program Director
courtney.whited@darts1.org
651-234-2279 phone

651-234-2282 fax

www.darts1.org




Heather Branigin

From: Marisa White <marisanwhite@gmail.com>
Sent: ’ Monday, December 01, 2014 6:32 PM

To: Edina Mail

Subject: Government Project

Hi Mr. Hovland,

My name is Marisa White I am a senior at Minnehaha Academy and I live in Edina. I am currently in a class
called U.S. Government and Politics. One of the requirements is to talk to a sitting official and ask some
questions by December 15th. This can either be over email or in person which ever is most convenient for you.
My questions for you are:

1. What is the biggest challenge of being the mayor of Edina?

2. What would be the top 2 things you would like to accomplish as mayor?

3. What do you think it means to be liberal or conservative in America today?

4. What is your opinion on the use of medical or recreational use of marijuana?/ Do you think it should be the
state's or central government's decision?

5. Do you think the two-party system is "good" for America?

If you would prefer to reply to this email with the answers that would be perfect or if you could meet in person
that would work too. If you could respond at your earliest convenience that would be greatly appreciated.

Thanks,
Marisa White



Heather Branigin

From: Lundeen, John (DOT) <john.Llundeen@state.mn.us>
Sent: Tuesday, December 02, 2014 9:24 AM

To: Edina Mail

Subject: Zoning changes for 7200 France

To the Community Development Director, Mayor, and City Council.

| want to let you know that it is my feeling that the redevelopment proposal for 7200 France should be done in
compliance with the existing master plan. All the development to the east and south of the Cornelia neighborhood is
changing the feel of the area, and not for the better.

Thank you,

John Lundeen
4525 Belvidere Lane



Heather Branigin

From: *OSS_Secretary State <secretary.state@state.mn.us>
Sent: Tuesday, December 02, 2014 10:50 AM

To: Edina Mail

Subject: An Invitation to Event for Secretary of State Mark Ritchie

Dear Mayor Hovland,

The Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State invites you to a
celebration event to honor outgoing Secretary of State Mark Ritchie.

Secretary Ritchie is leaving office after eight years of overseeing
significant progress in the administration of elections, processing
business filings, establishing the nation’s strongest address confidentiality
program, Safe at Home, and safeguarding the official records of the state.

Please join us:
e 3-5p.m., Wednesday, December 17.

e Room 181 of the State Office Building.
e Please RSVP by email to secretary.state@state.mn.us.

Sincerely yours,

Joanne Spencer

Joanne Spencer

Administrative Specialist

Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State

180 State Office Building | 100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Bivd.

St. Paul, MN 55155

Joanne.Spencer@state.mn.us | (651) 201.1328 | http://www.sos.state.mn.us/




	Correspondence One 12.02.14.pdf
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44
	Page 45
	Page 46
	Page 47
	Page 48
	Page 49
	Page 50
	Page 51
	Page 52

	Correspondence Two 12.2.14.pdf
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31


