
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

City of Edina  •  4801 W. 50th St.  •  Edina, MN 55424 City of Edina  •  4801 W. 50th St.  •  Edina, MN 55424 

Mayor & City Council IV. O. 

MJ Lamon, HRRC Staff Liaison ☒  

☐ 

☐ October 21, 2014 

NFL Team Name Change Resolution 

Adopt resolution affirming that any offensive label of any member of the Edina community is offensive to 
all members of the community and have the Mayor send letters regarding Edina’s disapproval of the term 
“Redskins” to relevant parties. 

Information / Background: 

The Minnesota Vikings will host the Washington Redskins on the University of Minnesota property, at the 
TCF Bank Stadium on November 2, 2014. The National Coalition Against Racism in Sports and Media wants 
the University of Minnesota to bar the National Football League (NFL) Washington team from using its 
“Redskins” name on the University of Minnesota’s turf since the name “Redskins” is offensive to Native 
American Citizens. 

The HRRC would like the Edina City Council to approve the resolution in support of encouraging the Edina 
community to speak out against labels and names that do not honor the heritage and culture of all our 
citizens. Additionally, the HRRC is requesting the Mayor send a letter to communicate Edina’s disapproval of 
the use of the term “Redskins”.  The letter would be sent to the NFL, Washington team, University of 
Minnesota, Minnesota Vikings, the media, state and federal legislative officials and other interested parties. 

Attachments:  

Draft Resolution  
Mayor’s Letter 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2014-113 
CITY OF EDINA, MINNESOTA 

NFL TEAM NAME CHANGE 

 
Whereas the Edina Human Rights and Relations Commission is the advisory body of the Edina City 
Council committed to supporting a community where all are accepted, respected and have full 
participation, and 
 
Whereas the National Football League supports a team with a nickname that denigrates and demeans 
Native American citizens, and 
 
Whereas the Minnesota Vikings will host this team using the offensive team name on University of 
Minnesota property, at TCF Bank Stadium on Nov 2nd, 2014, and 
 
Whereas the use of the demeaning and offensive term "Redskins" continues to occur in TV, radio, 
print and digital media, and other forms of communication. 
 
Therefore be it resolved that the Edina City Council affirm that any name or label which is clearly 
offensive to any member of our community is offensive to all members of our community; and that the 
City Council encourage all members of our community to speak out against labels and names that do 
not honor the heritage and culture of all our citizens. 
 
Therefore be it resolved further that the Mayor will communicate by letter Edina’s disapproval of 
the use of the term “Redskins” to the National Football League, Washington team, University of 
Minnesota, Minnesota Vikings, the media, state and federal legislative officials and other interested 
parties.    
 
Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted. 

Dated:  October 21, 2014. 

Attest: __________________________________    ___________________________________ 
  Debra A. Mangen, City Clerk    James B. Hovland, Mayor 
 
STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 
COUNTY OF HENNEPIN ) SS 
CITY OF EDINA  ) 
 
CERTIFICATE OF CITY CLERK 
I, the undersigned duly appointed and acting City Clerk for the City of Edina do hereby certify that the 
attached and foregoing Resolution was duly adopted by the Edina City Council at its Regular Meeting of 
September 2, 2014, and as recorded in the Minutes of said Regular Meeting. 
 
WITNESS my hand and seal of said City this ______ day of __________, 20___. 
 

_______________________________ 
City Clerk 

 
 



 

Today’s Date 
 
 
XXXXXX 
Address 
City, State Zip 
 
Dear XXXX, 
 
The people of Edina Minnesota speak out when anyone in our community is treated in a way that is disrespectful.  The 
continued use of the mascot label “Redskins” by the Washington DC team denigrates Edina’s American Indian/Native 
American citizens.  We stand with them in seeking an immediate end to the use of this word.  
 
Edina is speaking up and supporting this important movement for mutual respect and civility. We are helping make sure 
Native Americans are treated as equals.  This issue is particularly important to Edina because of the Native American 
populations we serve. Many Native Americans today recognize the R word as a racial slur, one that denotes the history, 
betrayal, and pain. As social science research has documented, the NFL’s insistence on using this slur continues to inflict 
terrible psychological and cultural harm on Native American communities. That harm will only persist and intensify if the 
NFL does not change the team’s name. 
 
I have attached a copy of the Resolution prepared by the Edina Human Rights and Relations Commission (which was 
approved unanimously by our City Council).  Our letter and the Resolution will be shared with many elected 
representatives, major media outlets, social media and others. 
 
It is our duty to support and work in solidarity with the Native Americans of our City and their allies while raising 
awareness among the general population about this issue. It is time for the NFL to move into alignment with values and 
practices of the 21st century. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Honorable Jim Hovland 
Mayor, Edina MN 
 


