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To: Mayor and Council Agenda Item #: V. A

From: Jordan Gilgenbach, Communications Coordinator Action [
Discussion [

Date: Sept. 16,2014 Information

Subject: August “Speak Up, Edina” Report

Action Requested:
Receive report on August 2014 “Speak Up, Edina” discussion about community gardens.

Information / Background:

Since June 2012, the City of Edina has used the online engagement website, www.SpeakUpEdina.org, to
collect ideas and opinions from residents. One of the City Council’s six strategic priorities for 2014-2015 is
Communication and Engagement: “To clearly understand community needs, expectations and opinions, the
City will consistently seek the input of a broad range of stakeholders in meaningful and interactive
communication.” A goal of that is to host a monthly discussion on www.SpeakUp.Edina.org. In August 2014,

the discussion topic centered on community gardens. In this online discussion, the City posed the following

questions:
e Should the City add more community gardens?
o [f the City were to add more community gardens, where should they be?

e Do you currently use a community garden? If so, which one? If not, would you if more were
available?

The discussion was open for comments between July 31 and Sept. 2. During that time, 59 comments were
made. Additionally, 681 people visited the site 949 times, garnering 3,909 page views. About 33 percent of
all site traffic during that period was from Edina (according to their internet provider). Ninety-three
percent of commenters were from Edina.

The discussion was promoted through various means, including a press release, Facebook, Twitter and
NextDoor posts, City Extra messages and direct outreach.

Attached are the comments on this topic.
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