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☒ June 17, 2014 

May “Speak Up, Edina” Report 

Receive report on May 2014 “Speak Up, Edina” discussion about the Edina Senior Center 

Information / Background: 

Since June 2012, the City of Edina has used the online engagement website, www.SpeakUpEdina.org, to 

collect ideas and opinions from residents. One of the City Council’s six strategic priorities for 2014-2015 is 

Communication and Engagement: “To clearly understand community needs, expectations and opinions, the 

City will consistently seek the input of a broad range of stakeholders in meaningful and interactive 

communication.” A goal of that is to host a monthly discussion on www.SpeakUp.Edina.org. In May 2014, 

the discussion topic centered on the Edina Senior Center. In this online discussion, the City posed the 

following questions: 

 Are you a member of the Edina Senior Center, or will you join when you become 55, the eligible 

age for membership? Why or why not? 

 What do you think is the future of the Senior Center? Will the current “Senior Center model” be 

relevant in five, 10 or even 15 years? 

 What types of recreational activities should be offered that aren’t currently? What sort of 

recreational opportunities do boomers want? 

 If you are currently working, at what age do you plan to retire? What is the best time for 

recreational opportunities to be offered? 

The discussion was open for comments between May 1 and June 2. During that time, 131 comments were 

made both on and offline. Additionally, 576 people visited the site 784 times, garnering 2,971 page views. 

All the visitors to the site during that period were from Edina (according to their internet provider). 

The discussion was promoted through various means, including a press release, Edition: Edina, Facebook, 

Twitter and NextDoor posts, City Extra messages and direct outreach at the Edina Senior Center.  

Attached are the comments on this topic. 

http://www.speakup.edina.org/


Speak Up. Edina!  

Home 
• Discussions 

Sien fflrun's 
• Ideas 
• Surveys  

Email 
I email address... 

- - -  - 
Password 
password... 

or, ligagaii12: 
Connect 

Sign In 
Like 	0  1 

I Tweet )  

Share 1 

8+1  I ° 

EDINA 
SENIOR 
CENTER 

Speak Up, Edina! 
We're always looking for feedback and ideas for how we can make Edina an 
even better place for living, learning, raising families and doing business. 
Take a moment to provide your feedback and ideas on any of the forums you 
see here or start your own discussion. It's your chance to speak up, Edina! 

■ SHARE  your feedback! I POST  your ideas! I JOIN  the discussion! 

This Discussion channel is currently closed. 

Discussion: Edina Senior Center 

The City is interested to find out how the community feels about the Edina Senior Center. 

Note: The City is not proposing a change at this time. By using this online discussion, feedback on topics will be 
co... 

 

4 Topics 25 Answers Closed 2014-06-02 

View Discussion 
Topic: Membership 

   

Are you a member of the Edina Senior Center, or will you join when you become 55, the eligible age for membership? Why or why not? 

13 Responses 

13 Responses 

t 

Dorothy Lodahl about 1 month ago 



comment... 

10m Wand about 1 month ago 

Reply to John W Lundquist 

yes 

0 Supports 

  

comment... 

  

  

Reply to Dorothy Lodahl 

  

  

John W Lundquist about 1 month ago 

 

The Center is developing plans to reach new (younger) seniors and increase use of our beautiful Center. This is great. I see the limited parking as the largest 
problem for achieving this goal 

1 Support 

I am 55 now so don't think I would join til retirement. 	not sure if the senior center offers events for "emerging seniors"??? maybe that is something that 
should be explored. 

1 Support 

John W Lundquist about 1 month ago 

I would recommend joining the Center. Donna is developing programs for younger seniors both in the evening and weekends. The membership cost is very 
inexpensive and it informs you of opportunities. 

1 Support 

comment... 

.41 Reply to John W Lundquist 

   

comment... 

Reply to Kim Wand 

Hope Melton 26 days ago 



Reply to Diane Reinhart 

Margaret Stein 22 days ago 

comment... 

I am not a member. I recommend changing the name as there are many people, myself included, who do not identify as "seniors". 

1 Support 

,comment... 

Reply to Hope Melton 

Diane Reinhart 24 days ago 

comment...Yes, I am a member and use the Senior Center for Yoga etc. This is a very important facility/amenity for the growing number of seniors in our 
community!! 

0 Supports 

Although I am 63, I am not a member. I had planned to use the Center, but not until I retire. If more activites become available during evenings and 
weekends, I would be happy to join now. 

0 Supports 

comment... 

Reply to Margaret Stein 

Marlys Grantwit 20 days ago 

comment... 

0 Supports 

comment... 

 

 

Reply to Marlys Grantwit 

 

jan palkomski 20 days ago 

I recently moved into 5250 Grandview Square. I am a member and I am looking forward to participating in the activities offered. The Senior Center and 
the library were positive reasons to move to this area of Edina. 



1 Support 

comment... 

Reply to Jan palkowski 

bar bara mason 19 days ago 

I recently moved to Minnesota (Edina) and joined the Center last week. I'm not sure which activities I might use, but I think it is an important facility to 
support. 

0 Supports 

: comment 

Reply to barbara mason 

Kay Bach Kay Bach at May28, 2014 at 3:26pm CDT 

fve been a member for more years than I can count.. Have actively supported the Edina Senior Center and was on the Board for several terms., and saw 
this building become a reality. .So many opportunities for so many types of activities -- both at the Center and great trips or events outside the Center.. 

0 Supports 

comment... 

Reply to Kay Bach Kay Bach 

Bob McKlyeen at May 28, 2014 at 8:10pm CDT 

Although I am old enough to be eligible for membership, I have not joined and doubt that I will join. I am much more interested in participating in activities 
at a community center that is open to all ages. Unfortunately, unlike many neighboring suburbs, Edina does not have such a facility or program. 

0 Supports 

comment. 

Reply to Bob McKlveen 

Judy Judy Sewrson at May 31,2014 at 11:59arn CDT 

It seems to me that the Senior Center is geared too much to the older senior. I don't expect that to change, but I would like more options for the younger or 
boomer generation. I would appreciate a different name other then Senior Center, I think it is outdated. I wish I had an alternative, WI think of one I feel 



worthy I will let you know. 

0 Supports 

! comment... 

Sign Up 

Connect 
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Participants 

• 

Sign Up 

Reply to Judy Smerson 

Ideas In Action 

Remove bushes on 42nd St. concealing Weber Park 



Path Flooded Sign at Bredesen Park 

Edina just hired someone to represent existing residents who are dealing with redevelopment issues.. .we need someone to help new entrants deal with 
harassment.  

Portable 'Path Flooded" Sign at Bredesen 

Bike Lanes  

Recent Activity 

Isaac x created an Idea 

Isaac x voted on an Idea 

Isaac x commented on an Idea 

deanne miler voted on an Idea 

Judy Severson answered a Discussion 

Discussions 

Conservation Incentives 

Fred Richards Repurpose Process 

Capital Improvements  

Edina Senior Center 

• Terms and Conditions  
• Privacy Policy 
• Support 
• powered by SpeakUp 
• 0 2014 Granicus 
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Speak Up, Edina! 
We're always looking for feedback and ideas for how we can make Edina an 

even better place for living, learning, raising families and doing business. 

Take a moment to provide your feedback and ideas on any of the forums you 

see here or start your own discussion. It's your chance to speak up, Edina! 

■ SHARE  your feedback! ■ POST  your ideas! ■ JOIN  the discussion! 

This Discussion channel is currently closed. 

Discussion: Edina Senior Center 

EDINA 
SENIOR 
CENTER 

The City is interested to find out how the community feels about the Edina Senior Center. 

Note: The City is not proposing a change at this time. By using this online discussion, feedback on topics will be 
co._ 

4 Topics 

 

25 Answers Closed 2014-06-02 

   

View Discussion 
Topic: The Senior Center's Future  

What do you think is the future of the Senior Center? Will the current 'Senior Center model' be relevant in five, 10 or even 15 years? 

7 Responses 

7 Responses 

John W Lundquist about 1 month ago 



Support 

Reply to Kim Wand 

Hope Melton 26 days ago 

comment... 

I have been a member of the Golf League for 12 years and have enjoyed playing at Fred Richards. It is an ideal course for seniors, youth learning the game, 
and others who are not considered serious golfers. It has been a great outlet for the 6 leagues that play there. I heard the Braemar might not be ready to 
accept new leagues until pa sally mid summer 2015. I feel our league needs to decide this summer where we will play next year rather than being caught 
short with no place to play when the season begins in 2015. Once a league moves elsewhere that league is lost to Edina. The City needs to make up their 
mind. Do they want these leagues next year and if so, what action are they willing to commit to? I don't think they really thought this problem very seriously, 
if at all. 

0 Supports 

!comment... 

Reply to John W Lundquist 

Kim Wand about 1 month ago 

The Senior Center is definitely needed in Edina! It would be great if it could be marketed a couple times during the year so that residents are aware of it's 
existence and opportunities. Isn't there a way to track our residents by age for targeted mailings? I think a booth should be set up during the Edina Art Fair 
as well as a more active presence during the 4th of July parade. Maybe even "senior" events during the year at neighborhood businesses for Edina 
Residents who show a senior center membership card. Wonder if there could be a fee based transportation offered. MAybe the senior center could come 
to targeted SENIOR buildings in the edina community 7500 York & Vernon Terrace. Here they could put on 3-4 activkes during the year and encourage 
residents to participate in Senior Center activities. Both these buildings have bussing available to transport residents to your activities. Seniors typically love 
to get out fri and Saturday nights but may lack someone to do something with. It would be nice to have a few activities each year that would be dinner and 
a play in the area. 

Pve worked for several years with members of the Baby Boomer generation. Most are interested in a more positive image of older adults than "senior" 
implies. 'Retirement" simply doesret apply to these people. Many subscribe to the mission of the MN Vital Aging Network, to promote civic engagement, 
personal growth, and self-determination Accordingly, I'd lace to see discussion groups around the expansion of housing options, finding a renewed purpose 
in life, addressing climate change, all the options for civic engagement. I'd lice to see closer ties with the Vital Aging Network. 

1 Support 

 

comment... 

  

   

Reply to Hope Melton 

   

  

Diane Reinhart 24 days ago 

  

comment." think the Senior Center is serving an excellent purpose and can increase the offerings. I do think there needs to be more communication about 
the activities currently available because many Edina Seniors are not familiar with the program. There is a problem with parking and I don't quite know how 
that is solved. This is a very important amenity for seniors in Edina. 



Support 

 

comment... 

    

     

Reply to Diane Reinhart 

     

    

Margaret Stein 22 days ago 

    

I particularly like what Hope said. The Boomers are retiring and there will be lots of skilled folks ready to get involved, if they only knew where to do it. In 
addition to bolstering the quality and breadth of services, it is possible that, as volunteers, they can perhaps take up some slack and keep some programs 
alive when budgets get too tight. (This is not to say we should replace paid employees with volunteers.) I would also like to see a group or place on the 
website for discussion of retirement options, experiences folks have had as they settled into retirement. I don't know that I have a problem with the name 
"Senior Center' but I will admit I have a problem identifying myself as a "senior"! 

0 Supports 

          

  

comment... 

      

         

Reply to Margaret Stein 

         

       

barbara mason 19 days ago 

I am very glad that The Senior Center allows OLLI to use space for its interesting classes. A great pooling of resources! OLLI is one of the reasons I 
moved to The Minneapolis area 

0 Supports 

Icomment... 

Reply to barbara mason 

Bob McKheen at May 28,2014 at 8:14pm CDT 

If the senior center hopes to attract citizens like me, it will change significantly. If the center could merge its programs into an all-ages community center, I 
would be there in a minute. When I look at what has kept my 99 year old mother healthy, it is her engagement with people of all ages. I hope to emulate her 
senior years and not just hang out with other seniors. 

0 Supports 

comment... 

Sign Up 
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Reply to Bob McKlveen 
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Participants 

Ideas In Action 

Remove bushes on 42nd St concealing Weber Park 

Path Flooded Sign at Bredesen Park  

Edina just hired someone to represent existing residents who are dealing with redevelopment issues.. .we need someone to help new entrants deal with 
harassment.  

Portable 'Path Flooded  Sign at Bredesen 

Bike Lanes  

Recent Activity 

Isaac x created an Idea 

Isaac x voted on an Idea 

Isaac x commented on an Idea 
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Speak Up, Edina! 
We're always looking for feedback and ideas for how we can make Edina an 
even better place for living, learning, raising families and doing business. 
Take a moment to provide your feedback and ideas on any of the forums you 
see here or start your own discussion. It's your chance to speak up, Edina! 

■ SHARE  your feedback! I  POST  your ideas! I  JOIN  the discussion! 

Sign In 4  

This Discussion channel is currently closed. 

Discussion: Edina Senior Center 

The City is interested to find out how the community feels about the Edina Senior Center. 

EDINA 
SENIOR 
CENTER Note: The City is not proposing a change at this time. By using this online discussion, feedback on topics will be 

co._ 

4 Topics 

 

25 Answers Closed 2014-06-02 

View Discussion 
Topic: Recreational Opportunities  

What types ofrecreational activities should be offered that aren't currently? What sort ofrecreational opportunities do boomers want? 

4 Responses 

4 Responses 
, 

Kim Wand about 1 month ago 



comment... 

Bob McKliten at May 28, 2014 at 8:18pm CDT 

Reply to Margaret Stein 

Plays, zoo visits, circus, walker 	anything to get out in the community, How about promoting the senior activity card that gets seniors 55 and older into 
Edina Schools events free of charge. 

0 Supports 

comment... 

Reply to Kim Wand 

Hope Melton 26 days ago 

Kim is right. The fact that recreational opportunities is the only other major topic regarding the Senior Center is symptomatic of the problem. I can find all 
sorts of recreation opportunities in the community I love working with the school district, for example. What I want is to really make a difference in this 
troubled world. 

0 Supports 

 

comment... 

   

     

Reply to Hope Melton 

     

   

Margaret Stein 22 days ago 

   

I would like to see a beginning yoga offering, open to people who can't get on the floor, which would help improve balance and flexibility. I would like to 
see it offered on the weekend or about 7pna during the week. 

0 Supports 

As Hope said, the senior center is the appropriate vehicle for engaging seniors in their broader community. Our senior citizens have many skills to offer, and 
it is sometimes difficult to find outlets for those skills In this community, I have no trouble finding recreational opportunities; it is the opportunity for service 
that can sometimes be difficult to find. 

0 Supports 

 

comment . . . 

    

       

Reply to Bob McKlyeen 
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EDINA 
SENIOR 
CENTER 

Speak Up, Edina! 
We're always looking for feedback and ideas for how we can make Edina an 
even better place for living, learning, raising families and doing business. 

Take a moment to provide your feedback and ideas on any of the forums you 
see here or start your own discussion. It's your chance to speak up, Edina! 

i■ SHARE  your feedback!  POST  your ideas! ■ JOIN  the discussion! 

This Discussion channel is currently closed. 

Discussion:  Edina Senior Center 

The City is interested to find out how the community feels about the Edina Senior Center. 

Note: The City is not proposing a change at this time. By using this online discussion, feedback on topics will be 
co... 

 

4 Topics 25 Answers Closed 2014-06-02 

View Discussion 
Topic: Timing of Offerings 

   

If you are currently working, at what age do you plan to retire? What is the best time for recreational opportunities to be offered? 

1 Responses 

1 Responses 

Kim Wand about 1 month ago 



I am still working and plan to retire in 5-8 years. Best time for "emerging senior" activites would be saturdays any time or Sunday afternoons. those 65 and 
older, I'd offer a variety of time, even into the evenings. Evening after dinner can be a very lonely time for seniors. 

1 Support 

   

comment... 
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Reply to Kim Wand 

Ideas In Action 
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"Speak Up, Edina!" May 2014 Discussion 
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Address 

Questions: 

Are you a member of the Edina Senior Center, or will you join when you become 55, the eligible age for membership? 
Why or why not? 

What do you think is the future of the Senior Center? Will the current 'Senior Center model' be relevant in five, 10 or 
even 15 years? 

What types of recreational activities should be offered that aren't currently? What sort of recreational opportunities do 

If you are currently working, at what age do you plan to retire? What is the best time for recreational opportunities to 
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