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To: Mayor and Council Agenda ltem #: V.E

From: Jordan Gilgenbach, Communications Coordinator Action [
Discussion []

Date: May 20, 2014 Information

Subject: April “Speak Up, Edina” Report

Action Requested:
Receive report on April 2014 “Speak Up, Edina” discussion about beekeeping

Information / Background:

Since June 2012, the City of Edina has used the online engagement website, www.SpeakUpEdina.org, to
collect ideas and opinions from residents. One of the City Council’s six strategic priorities for 2014-2015 is
Communication and Engagement: “To clearly understand community needs, expectations and opinions, the
City will consistently seek the input of a broad range of stakeholders in meaningful and interactive
communication.” A goal of that is to host a monthly discussion on www.SpeakUp.Edina.org. In April 2014,

the discussion topic centered on residential bee keeping. In this online discussion, the City posed the

following questions:

e Do you support residential bee keeping? Why or why not?

e What types of limitations (number of hives, density, location of hives, etc.), if any, should be placed
on those who chose to keep bees?

e Should a permit be required for residential bee keeping? Why or why not?

e How should the City handle complains and address potential health hazards, such as bee-related

allergies?

The discussion was open for comments between March 3| and May 2. During that time, 72 comments
were made. Additionally, 766 people visited the site 1,075 times, garnering 4,586 page views. Of all the
visitors to the site during that period, 43 percent were from Edina (according to their internet provider).

The discussion was promoted through various means, including a press release, Edition: Edina, Facebook,
Twitter and NextDoor posts and City Extra messages.

Attached are the comments on this topic.
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Residential Beekeeping?22 Apr

City Staff from City of Edina

On this Earth Day, join our online discussion and let us know what you think about residential
beekeeping. http://bit.ly/1fODHF9

Shared with all neighborhoods in General
REPLY 10
Judith, Jim, Krista and 2 others thanked you

Brian S. from Arden Park22 Apr

Awesome idea. Pollinate, pollinate, pollinate.
Thank Remove
Krista thanked Brian

Bright D. from Country Club22 Apr

Yes. We need more of them
Thank Remove

Gary C. from The Heights22 Apr

| would love for Edina residents to be given the opportunity to do this, if they have a large
enough yard to place hives where they will not be disturbed by kids and pets. If it is allowed, you
might require the signing of an agreement by all adjoining neighbors. Without that provision, |
envision some serious unneighborly disputes.

Thank Remove

Phyllis N. from Brookview Heights22 Apr

| have a bee allergy.
This would not please me at all.

Thank Remove

Shelly S. from Parkwood Knolls22 Apr

It is fine with me, | love honey! We also need native bees and insects. Let's include native
plantings in our landscapes to increase the diversity of life on our planet. | recommend the book
Bringing Nature Home by Douglas Tallamy. Happy Earth Day everyone!
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Thank Remove

Jim S. from Pamela Park22 Apr

As a parent of a child with life threatening allergies, | fully support the EEC's initiative to allow
residential beekeeping in Edina, simply because honeybees (unlike other stinging insects like
wasps and hornets) are bred to be docile/non-aggressive. Our society simply needs more
pollinators, and honeybees can fill that void until we can help our native pollinators rebound.

Thank Remove
Matthew, Judith, Jenna thanked Ji

Patty and Wally O. from The Heights22 Apr

More pollinators for sure!
Thank Remove
Judith thanked Patty and Wally

Dave B. from Birchcrest22 Apr

No, it's not a good idea. Bees and kids don't mix. Beekeeping was fine in Edina when it was a
farm community but with the density of population we have now, it's not practical and presents
a danger to neighbors.

Thank Remove

Danette H. from Grandview24 Apr

When you choose a nursery and plants for your yards and gardens you should avoid nurseries
whose plants use the insecticide Neonicotinoids. That is what is killing bees. It gets in the pollen,
etc. Be sure to ask your nursery and be selective. We need to save the bees!

Thank Remove
Bob thanked Danette

Shannon M. from The Heights9 May

| have a severe, life threatening bee allergy (anaphylactic shock) and do not want residential bee
keeping in Edina. | would no longer be able to be outside in my yard if a neighbor had bee
keeping.

Thank Remove
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