


REPORT / RECOMMENDATION Page 2

a playground may be needed in this park and planning should be done simultaneously; review requested
by the Transportation Commission; long term planning needed regarding Fred Richards Golf Course;
Nine Mile Creek Trail route in the neighborhood undecided; concern for golf balls getting hit in the area;
and this park could be studied as part of our strategic plan this year. The draft minutes of this meeting are
attached.

The Transportation Commission discussed this plan at the April 25 Transportation Commission meeting.
Commissioners supported the path and have prepared a communication advisory for the City Council.

Attachments:

do.town Petition

do.town Updates — 10/10/12

Parklawn Neighborhood Executive Summary
Lake Edina Path Map

Lake Edina Park Map
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Proposed Nine Mile Creek Trail Maps (2)
April 9, 2013 Park Board Minutes

Letter to Lake Edina Park Neighborhood
Notice of Public Hearing
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City of Edina, Minnesota DATE RECEIVED:

CITY COUNCIL
4801 West 50" Street » Edina, Minnesota 55424
(952) 927-8861 * (952) 927-7645 FAX » (612) 927-5461 TDD

[] SIDEWALK [] ALLEY PAVING [] WATER MAIN

[] STORM SEWER [] SANITARY SEWER [] STREET LIGHTING

[] CURB AND GUTTER ONLY [ ] PERMANENT STREET [X] OTHER: RN
SURFACING WITH Plaggrooncd < &
CURB AND GUTTER Lo B8 £ ing Pal b

To the Mayor and City Council;

The persons who have signed this petition ask the City Council to consider the improvements listed above to the
locations listed below.

Lake Edina Park between, PosKlawn Ave 0 Kellgg g Ave

LOCATION OF [IMPROVYEMENT BY STREET NAME ADDRESS ADDFRESS
between and

LOCATION OF IMPROVEMENT BY STREET NAME ADDRESS ADDRESS
between and

LOCATION OF IMPROVEMENT BY STREET NAME ADDRESS ADDRESS
between ) and

LOCATION OF IMPROVENENT BY STREET NAVIE ADDRESS ADDRESS

IMPORTANT NOTE: THE PERSONS WHO HAVE SIGNED THIS PETITION UNDERSTAND
THAT THE CITY COUNCIL MAY ASSESS THE COSTS OF THESE IMPROVEMENTS AGAINST
THE PROPERTIES BENEFITING FROM THE IMPROVEMENTS IN AMOUNTS DETERMINED
BY THE COUNCIL AS AUTHORIZED BY CHAPTER 429, MINNESOTA STATUTES.
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There is space for more signatures on the back.
APRIL 2008
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This petition was circulated by:

é‘{c‘)/‘}’ﬁl/dm Gla. 964. 6550

NAME ADDRESS PHONE

The Minnesota Data Practices Act requives that we inform you of your rights about the private data we are requesting on this form.
Under the law, your telephone munber is priveate data. This petition when submitted will become public information. There is no
consequence for refising to supply this information.

You may attach extra pages with signatures.
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This petition was circulated by: , l

NAME ADDRESS PHONE

The Minnesota Data Practices Act requires that we inform you of your rights about the private data we are requesting on this form.
Under the law, your telephone number is private daia. This petition when submitted will become public information. There is no
consequence for refusing to supply this information.

You may attach extra pages with signatures.
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City of Edina, Minnesota DATE RECEIVED:

CITY COUNCIL
B 4801 West 50" Street « Edina, Minnesota 55424
OAes (952) 927-8861 « (952) 927-7645 FAX » (612) 927-5461 TDD

e

PETITION TO THE CITY COUNCIL

[7] SIDEWALK [[] ALLEY PAVING 7] WATER MAIN

[7] STORM SEWER 7] SANITARY SEWER [J STREET LIGHTING

[] CURB AND GUTTER ONLY [ ] PERMANENT STREET OTHER: P.+iu, ~-9
SURFACING WITH Plaviaqroun at [ake
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To the Mayor and City Council:

The persons who have signed this petition ask the City Council to consider the improvements listed above to the
locations listed below.

Lake Elina Park between Pav e \law w Ave and

LOCATION OF IMPROVEMENT BY STREET NAME ADDRESS ADDRESS
between and

LOCATION OF IMPROVEMENT BY STREET NAME ADDRESS ADDRESS
between and

LLOCATION OF IMPROVEMENT BY STREET NAME ADDRESS ADDRESS
between and

LOCATION OF [MPROVEMENT BY STREET NAME . ADDRESS ADDRESS

IMPORTANT NOTE: THE PERSONS WHO HAVE SIGNED THIS PETITION UNDERSTAND
THAT THE CITY COUNCIL MAY ASSESS THE COSTS OF THESE IMPROVEMENTS AGAINST
THE PROPERTIES BENEFITING FROM THE IMPROVEMENTS IN AMOUNTS DETERMINED
BY THE COUNCIL AS AUTHORIZED BY CHAPTER 429, MINNESOTA STATUTES.

PROPERTY OWNER’S OWNER’S NAME PROPERTY ADDRESS
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This petition was circulated by: !

Lo Aoran

NAME

The Minnesota Data Practices Act requires that we inform you of your rights about the private data we are requesting on this form
Under the law, your telephone number is private data. This petition when submitied will become public information. There is no

consequience for refusing to supply this information.

Gl 746.6723
PHONE

ADDRESS

You may attach extra pages with signatures.
APRIL 2008










Letter from Katie to give the council some context
Dear Mayor Hovland and City Council,

Earlier this summer Carrie Cabe with the Edina Resource Center organized a “Meet on the Sidewalk” event in the
Parklawn neighborhood at Lake Edina Park. Community members from the nearby area came with their children to
meet their neighbors and get information about Parks and Recreation, do.town, a summer reading program,
community organizations, Edina Public Schools, Edina Community Education, Edina City Staff Members and city
officials. This meeting stemmed a conversation between all attendees about the possibility of a playground being
added to the Lake Edina Park.

As a part of the effort to gain momentum for the playground do.town met with three different property managers in
the Parklawn Neighborhood including Highland Properties, Premier Properties and the Goodman Group. In each
instance we worked with the property managers to connect up with their residents from around 407 units to sign a
petition and encourage interested parties to write a letter. | spent three different days tabling and talking to
Parklawn residents about their thoughts on adding a playground to the nearby Lake Edina Park.

What was so powerful of from the conversations with the property managers and 62 residents that signed the
petition was the common themes that surfaced. The first theme was that there is currently no safe place for the
neighborhood children to play. Often times children play in the street or the land abutting the street. One mom said
she sometimes doesn't let her son play outside with his friends because she feels it is unsafe. While tabling outside
the Edina Villas Apartment last week, | saw many children including small children walking or playing in the street
on Parklawn Ct, a high traffic cul-de-sac adjacent from Lake Edina Park. The second theme was there is no other
park close by 1o get to without crossing a busy intersection or driving. Right now children must cross France
Avenue to get to Centennial Lakes, even then there aren't many amenities targeted at children. A handful of moms
said they usually drove to another park in Edina to play with their children. Other parents on several occasions
noted they didn’t feel comfortable driving or didn’t have access to a vehicle. The third theme was a playground
would create a central meeting place for children, parents and neighbors. Right now children from the multiple
units play in the streets, yards and hallways, but a neighborhood playground would provide a sense of social
connectedness and cohesion for the Parklawn neighborhood. One neighbor suggested it would be nice to meet
other parents or maybe even have a picnic area. During my tabling often times neighbors would be meeting each
other for the first time and it was pretty powerful to see them connecting over a shared vision of a playground at
Lake Edina Park.

The Bloomington, Edina and Richfield Statewide Health Improvement Program (SHIP) conducted an assessment of
the Parklawn neighborhood in December of 2011. The following data has been taken from that report to provide a
broader understand of the value of a playground at Lake Edina Park. The Parklawn neighborhood is located within
the 240.03 Census Tract. The population of this tract is 4,401 persons. This tract is the most racially and ethnically
diverse in Edina with populations of color making up 36.7% of the total population. Among all schools in Edina,
Cornelia has the highest percentage (21%) of students enrolled in free or reduced price lunch and has the highest
percentage of students that are from populations of color (36%). From the focus groups they conducted during the
assessment, two bullet points stood out as critical to the importance of a playground in Lake Edina park:

»  Barriers to physical activity identified by participants included: affordability, lack of time, lack of
childcare, lack of transportation, inclement weather, and safety concerns.

+ Lake Edina Park, near the Fred Richards Golf Course, is an open space that many of the children,
parents, school staff, program directors, and apartment complex managers mentioned as a desirable
location for a park with amenities.

| just want to leave you with one final observation about the lack of playground at Lake Edina Park. Of the 35
neighborhood parks listed on the City of Edina website only 10 don't have playground equipment and only 5 don't
have any park amenities including playground equipment, basketball court, baseball fields, tennis courts, hockey
arena or gazebo. Those five neighborhood parks include Frank Tupa Park, Williams Park, Melody Lake Park,




Browndale Park and Lake Edina Park. Additionally of those 5 parks without amenities the Frank Tupa Park houses
the Old Cahill School house, Williams Park is very near Wooddale Park with multiple amenities, Melody Lake Park
surrounds a lake and Browndale park located on Nine Mile Creek. This means one of the most dense, most
diverse neighborhoods in Edina with many young families and small children is the only park in the city to not have
any amenities or recreation purpose.

Given the information provided above do.town believes the City of Edina should include a Playground at Lake
Edina Park into the 2013-2007 CIP tomorrow as a broader vision to provide opportunities for families from all
neighborhoods to be active and healthier.

KATIE MEYER
do.town
Community Organizer

0 612.746.6723 | C 612.964.6850



















Attachment C

Parklawn Neighborhood Assessment
Executive Summary
December 2011

Background

The Bloomington, Edina, and Richfield Statewide Health Improvement Program (SHIP) Community
Leadership Team, identified the Parklawn neighborhood located in the city of Edina, MN as an area
in which to conduet an assessment, The Parklawn neighborhood was identified based on anecdotal
information that this area of Edina is racially and ethnically diverse and lower income compared to
other parts of the city. In addition, the area is in close proximity to the new Centennial Lakes Farmers
Market. Researchers from the Minnesota Institute of Public Health (MIPH), an independent agency
working with the Bloomington Public Health, conducted the neighborhood assessment to determine
the accessibility and potential barriers to physical activity and access to nutritious foods.

Methods
This area of interest was defined using the following parameters:
o 70" Street on the north;
e France Avenue on the east;
o 76" Street on the south; and
o Fred Richards Golf Course and Westshore Drive on the west (see map on page 4).

The Parklawn neighborhood Assessment was completed using a variety of methodologies including
an environmental scan, local data review, key informant interviews and focus groups. The
environmental scan of the neighborhood identified nearby locations of fitness facilities, grocery
stores, farmers markets, apartment complexes, parks and schools and accessibility Lo these facilities.
Census 2010 demographic information and school enrollment numbers comprised the local data
review. Initial interviews with Parklawn area property managers, residents and key members of the
community led MIPH staff to plan key informant interviews and focus groups with the following
populations:

e Somali and Southeast Indian residents

e  Senior citizen residents
Parents of school age children that attend Cornelia Elementary School
Students at Cornelia Elementary School

Key informants and focus group participants were asked questions regarding 1) the availability and
accessibility to healthy, affordable food in the Parklawn neighborhood and 2) opportunities to be
physically active and the ease at which this is accomplished in the Parklawn neighborhood. Key
informant interviews were conducted with 15 persons from or familiar with the Parklawn
neighborhood. Four focus groups were conducted with senior citizens, Southeastern Indian families
and students at Cornelia Elementary Schools. Three phone interviews were conducted with Somali
parents in the neighborhood using an interpreter to gain the same information as obtained in the focus

groups.




Learnings from Parklawn Neighborhood Assessment

Learnings from the Environmental Scan

An environmental scan and inventory was used to identify and analyze food access and available
opportunities for physical activity. Geographic Information System (G1S) mapping, review of
demographic census and school enroliment data comprised the scan. Results of the scan showed the
following:

@

The 2010 Edina population was 47,941, Racially, Edina’s population is primarily White
(88%) and ethnically, 2.3% of the population reported their ethnicity as Latino (United States
Census Bureau, 2010).

The Parklawn neighborhood is located within the 240.03 Census Tract. The population of
this tract is 4,401 persons. This tract is the most racially and ethnically diverse in Edina with
populations of color making up 36.7% of the total population. Eighteen percent of the
population lives under 200% of the Federal Poverty level, the second highest percentage of
all census tracts in Edina,

One school, Cornelia Elementary School, serves a high number of children who reside in the
Parklawn neighborhood. Among all schools in Edina, Cornelia has the highest percentage
(21%) of students enrolled in free or reduced price lunch and has the highest percentage of
students that are from populations of color (36%).

The Parklawn neighborhood map (see map on page 4) was developed using GIS software.
The map illustrates locations of parks, fitness centers, bicycle trails, the farmers market,
grocery stores, schools, and healthcare clinics, along with public safety features such as
streets with sidewalks, crosswalks, stoplights, and transit stops. The map shows two grocery
stores, the Edina farmers market, the YMCA and Centennial Lakes Park near the Parklawn
neighborhood, though it is required to cross France Avenue to access these amenities.
Additionally, it is required to cross 76" street to access a nearby LA Fitness.

Learnings regarding the availability and accessibility to healthy, affordable food

Questions were asked about the availability and accessibility of healthy, affordable food for
Parklawn residents. They were asked where they typically shop for healthy foods and about barriers
to purchasing healthy foods. Results yielded the following information:

There are an adequate amount of food stores from which an individual could purchase fruits,
vegetables, and other healthy foods, located in the Parklawn neighborhood. There are two
large grocery stores and a summer farmers market within Y2 mile of the Parklawn
neighborhood from which residents could purchase fruits, vegetables, and other healthy
foods,

Regarding access to grocery stores and farmers markets, most felt that there were safe,
adequate routes to and from stores and markets. Many of those of Somali descent shop at the
Halal stores in Minneapolis, MN. Halal grocery stores carry foods specific to the Islamic diet,
such as goat and lamb meat,




e Some traditional diets of New Americans may not include a variety of foods, particularly
fruits and vegetables. For example, two key informants remarked that the Somali traditional
diet is heavy in foods such as meat, rice and pasta,

e Key informant interviewees revealed that the challenges related to healthy eating were
strongly dependent upon income levels, employment options, family size, and the location of
residence in the Parklawn neighborhood.

Learnings about opportunities to be physically active

Focus group participants and key informants were asked about the opportunities to be physically
active and the ease at which this is accomplished in the Parklawn neighborhood. Questions were also
asked about current and missing infrastructure to support physical activity and safe routes in the
neighborhood. Results yielded the following information:

o There is a wide selection of physical activity and recreational opportunities available near the
Parklawn neighborhood. This is confirmed in the environmental scan results showing nearby
locations of LA fitncss, Centennial Lakes Park and Lake Edina Park. Opportunities
mentioned by focus group patticipants and interviewecs include exercise equipment, exercise
classes and/or onsite swimming pools, fitness centers and recreational areas.

e Limited public transportation in Edina, usuatly requiring a transfer, along with busy streets
lacking safe walk/bikeways were mentioned as barriers to accessing some sites for physical
activity by some focus group participants and key informants. Most students are driven to
and from school by their parents.

o Itis common for senior citizens from this neighborhood to use the walking path around
Centennial Lakes or the nearby YMCA,

e Numerous students from the Cornelia School focus groups reported safety as a concern for
walking to school due to a limited number of adequate safe sidewalks to school.

o Barriers to physical activity identified by participants included: affordability, lack of time,
lack of childcare, lack of transportation, inclement weather, and safety concerns.

e Lake Edina Park, near the Fred Richards Golf Course, is an open space that many of the
children, parents, school staff, program directors, and apartment complex managers
mentioned as a desirable location for a park with amenities.

o One key informant noted many Somali families in the Parklawn neighborhood were
struggling and that physical activity is difficult due to economic barriers, cultural differences
such as not being able to exercise in front of a man if you are a woman, limited transportation
and fanguage barriers and nccessity of a translator in some cascs,

Summary

The Parklawn neighborhood assessment was completed to determine the accessibility and potential
barriers to physical activity and access Lo nutritious foods. It is anticipated that the Community
Leadership Team members of the Statewide Health Improvement Program will utilize these findings
to better understand the neighborhood and develop recommendations as needed. Leadership Team
members are encouraged to share this information with other groups in Edina to assist in future
planning in the City.







Ann Kattreh

From: Sprague, Josh <joshsprague@edinarealty.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 11:03 AM

To: Ann Kattreh

Subject: FW: Playground at Lake Edina Park - do.town observations
Attachments: image001.gif, Exec_Summary_Final_Dec_2011.docx
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josh sprague, realtor
edina realty 6800 france
cell 612,501,0252
http:/ /joshsprague.com

~~~~~ Original Message-----

From: Edina Mail [mail@EdinaMN.gov]

Received: Tuesday, 02 Oct 2012, 10:26am

Subject: FW: Playground at Lake Edina Park - do.town observations

This message has been forwarded to the Mayor and all members of the City Council.
[Description: http://intranet/images/signature/citylogosig.gif]

Emilie Kastner, Communications Assistant
952-826-0342 | Fax 952-826-0389
ekastner@EdinaMN.gov | www.EdinaMN.gov

...For Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business

From: Katie Meyer [mailto:katie@do-town.org]
Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 7:32 PM

To: Edina Mail
Subject: Playground at Lake Edina Park - do.town observations

Dear Mayor Hovland and City'Council,

Earlier this summer Carrie Cabe with the Edina Resource Center organized a “Meet on the
Sidewalk” event in the Parklawn neighborhood at Lake Edina Park. Community members
from the nearby area came with their children to meet their neighbors and get information

about Parks and Recreation, do.town, a summer reading program, community
organizations, Edina Public Schools, Edina Community Education, Edina City Staff

Members and city officials. This meeting stemmed a conversation between all attendees

about the possibility of a playground being added to the Lake Edina Park.




As a part of the effort to gain momentum for the playground do.town met with three
different property managers in the Parklawn Neighborhood including Highland Properties,
Premier Properties and the Goodman Group. In each instance we worked with the property
managers to connect up with their residents from around 407 units to sign a petition and
encourage interested parties to write a letter. I spent three different days tabling and
talking to Parklawn residents about their thoughts on adding a playground to the nearby
Lake Edina Park.

What was so powerful of from the conversations with the property managers and 62
residents that signed the petition was the common themes that surfaced. The first theme
was that there is currently no safe place for the neighborhood children to play. Often times
children play in the street or the land abutting the street. One mom said she sometimes
doesn’t let her son play outside with his friends because she feels it is unsafe. While tabling
outside the Edina Villas Apartment last week, I saw many children including small children
walking or playing in the street on Parklawn Ct, a high traffic cul-de-sac adjacent from
Lake Edina Park. The second theme was there is no other park close by to get to without
crossing a busy intersection or driving. Right now children must cross France Avenue to
get to Centennial Lakes, even then there aren't many amenities targeted at children. A
handful of moms said they usually drove to another park in Edina to play with their
children. Other parents on several occasions noted they didn’t feel comfortable driving or
didn't have access to a vehicle. The third theme was a playground would create a central
meeting place for children, parents and neighbors. Right now children from the multiple
units play in the streets, yards and hallways, but a neighborhood playground would
provide a sense of social connectedness and cohesion for the Parklawn neighborhood. One
neighbor suggested it would be nice to meet other parents or maybe even have a picnic
area. During my tabling often times neighbors would be meeting each other for the first
time and it was pretty powerful to see them connecting over a shared vision of a playground
at Lake Edina Park.

The Bloomington, Edina and Richfield Statewide Health Improvement Program (SHIP)
conducted an assessment of the Parklawn neighborhood in December of 2011. The
following data has been taken from that report to provide a broader understand of the value
of a playground at Lake Edina Park. The Parklawn neighborhood is located within the
240.03 Census Tract. The population of this tract is 4,401 persons. This tract is the most
racially and ethnically diverse in Edina with populations of color making up 36.7% of the
total population. Among all schools in Edina, Cornelia has the highest percentage (21%) of
students enrolled in free or reduced price lunch and has the highest percentage of students
that are from populations of color (36%). From the focus groups they conducted during the
assessment, two bullet points stood out as critical to the importance of a playground in
Lake Edina park: '

* Barriers to physical activity identified by participants included: affordability, lack of
time, lack of childcare, lack of transportation, inclement weather, and safety concerns.

* Lake Edina Park, near the Fred Richards Golf Course, is an open space that many of
the children, parents, school staff, program directors, and apartment complex managers
mentioned as a desirable location for a park with amenities.

I just want to leave you with one final observation about the lack of playground at Lake
Edina Park. Of the 35 neighborhood parks listed on the City of Edina website only 10 don't
have playground equipment and only 5 don't have any park amenities including

2




playground equipment, basketball court, baseball fields, tennis courts, hockey arena or
gazebo. Those five neighborhood parks include Frank Tupa Park, Williams Park, Melody
Lake Park, Browndale Park and Lake Edina Park. Additionally of those 5 parks without
amenities the Frank Tupa Park houses the Old Cahill School house, Williams Park is very
near Wooddale Park with multiple amenities, Melody Lalke Park surrounds a lake and
Browndale park located on Nine Mile Creek. This means one of the most dense, most
diverse neighborhoods in Edina with many young families and small children is the only
park in the city to not have any amenities or recreation purpose.

Given the information provided above do.town believes the City of Edina should include a
Playground at Lake Edina Park into the 2013-2007 CIP tomorrow as a broader vision to
provide opportunities for families from all neighborhoods to be active and healthier.

KATIE MEYER
do.town

Community Organizer
0 612.746.6723 | C 612.964.6850
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Attachment H

MINUTES - DRAFT
OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE
EDINA PARK BOARD
HELD AT CITY HALL
April 9, 2013
7:00 PM

1. REPORTS/RECOMMENDATIONS

VILA. Lake Edina Path Review and Comment

Ms. Kattreh informed the Park Board that do.town was very instrumental in getting the Lake Edina
Pathway on the work plan for this year and a primary main goal of the pathway is to provide a safe
route for the kids who live in the Parklawn neighborhood to get them to Cornelia School. Ms. Kattreh
showed a map of where the proposed pathway would be located. She also showed a map of the
configuration of the Nine Mile Creek Trail that will be going through that neighborhood within the next
few years so the Park Board could also see how that could potentially impact or tie into that project.

Ms. Kattreh informed the Park Board the City Council is very interested in hearing their thoughts about
the proposed path and added that the City Council will host a public hearing at their May 7 meeting
and added that she will send out the public hearing notice for the City Council meeting. She indicated
they had originally planned to have the public hearing at the Park Board meeting; however, Chair Steel
had a great recommendation to hold the public hearing at the City Council meeting since it was the City
Council’s decision to approve or disapprove of the project.

Member Gieseke asked what is the land like that is listed as #24 and is that city land? Ms. Kattreh
replied that it is part of Lake Edina Park and it is not great land. It is actually fairly low and during
periods of a lot of rain it is a very peat type soil and it does get pretty spongy.

Member Gieseke commented that overall he likes the plan; however, it is a roundabout way to get
there and asked if there has been any consideration to cut through to Oaklawn Avenue because the
cul-de-sac that is there looks like it would be a straight shot and would be quite a bit closer. Ms.
Kattreh replied that is an interesting option that they could consider; however, they would need to get
an easement from a couple of property owners but it is certainly something they could consider.
Member Jones noted that was exactly her thought when she looked at the map because kids are going
to try to walk the shortest way possible. The path is much longer than this shortcut could be and asked
if they could request that the city look into this first. Ms. Kattreh replied absolutely and indicated she
would be more than happy to make that comment to the City Council. Member Deeds commented
there may already be a path there knowing elementary students because they are probably already
walking that way if it's the shortest distance.

Member Cella asked if there is any plan in the future to have any sort of playground equipment in Lake
Edina Park. Ms. Kattreh replied they really wanted them to include that in this plan this year but she
recommended against it because of the discussions with the use of the Fred Richards Golf Course right
now and with the strategic plan they are going through and felt it was not a good time to put a
playground in that area.

Member Jones asked if the Transportation Advisory Board has reviewed this as a safe route to school
to which Ms. Kattreh replied that they have not, but this plan was actually completed through the
City’s Engineering Department. She added they did hire a consultant because it was given to them at




such a late date last year that the Engineering Department did not have an opportunity to do the plan
internally; however, they did supervise the project as far as the design so they are familiar with it.
Member Jones asked if it has gone through the Bike Edina master plan and is curious if this has been
integrated in the “Living Streets Master Plan” to which Ms. Kattreh replied she was unsure. Member
Jones asked if this could be sent to those other committees to weigh in on because it looks like a path
to kind of nowhere right now and if it is decided there is not going to be a playground after they are
done with the strategic plan then it seems silly to build a path right there to which Ms. Kattreh replied
that is good advice.

Member Segreto indicated in looking at the different ways to get to the school she is not convinced this
is really safer than what the children are doing right now and not being a route expert she questions
that. She stated from a long-term planning perspective it remains to be seen what might be done with
the Fred Richards Golf Course and in effect by putting this bike path in they are bisecting two
contiguous parcels and so from a long-term real estate perspective it sort of is like you are breaking
apart two parcels; it’s not a whole lot of money going into improvements but it is still separating the
two parcels. She indicated she did not know this was a park until she received this and went to look at
the route and was struck by the house at 7505 Kellogg Avenue because this would in effect go right by
their side lot. If they were to do this she would like to at least give some consideration to shielding that
house visually from the traffic going by. She indicated that she knows this came out of a do.town
initiative but feels unless this is really solving a safety issue for the children she doesn’t understand why
they should be considering it at this time.

Member Jones commented in looking at the map of Nine Mile Creek they really should try to figure out
how that is going to meander through this neighborhood and whether the best place might be inside
the park property and if that is the case then Three Rivers might pay for a path inside this park. She
asked Ms, Kattreh when they will find out more about Nine Mile Creek to which Ms. Kattreh replied
she is planning to have a meeting with the Nine Mile Creek folks sometime within the next month or
two where she will get the very latest in terms of updates from them and will then report back to the
Park Board.

Member Segreto asked where to the children play, do they go up to Cornelia School to which Ms.
Kattreh replied yes.

Member Jones noted that she totally agrees there should be a playground in this area for these kids
because Cornelia School is a long way to go and this is a dense population; however, she is not sure if
this is the appropriate place especially if there is still a golf course where kids might get hit by golf balls.
She thinks they need to figure that out before they put in a path. Ms. Kattreh pointed out that she did
contact their insurance company because she was also concerned about that. There is one house that
has been very vocal in the past about the concern of golf balls coming into their yard or other people’s
yards and those types of things. She stated that most of those problems have been alleviated by
reconfiguring the hole on the golf course that was causing so many of those problems. The insurance
company did say they were fine with them adding a trail but did recommend that for precaution
reasons they may want to put up a sign at the beginning so people are aware they are adjacent to a
golf course and there could be golf balls.

Member Jacobson noted in looking at Attachment E if you look to the right of the house at 7408
Oaklawn Avenue it almost looks like there is some sort of existing trail or easement there and asked if




there are any existing city easements around there. Ms. Kattreh replied there is a utility easement that
goes through that area. Member Jacobson commented that might be a good place for a path.

Member Deeds commented he is trying to understand the role of do.town because this is the second
or third kind of project that they’ve had suddenly kind of dropped in their lap and asked do they just
pick a problem and do.town organizes the neighborhood to solve whatever they happen to think? Is
there some kind of strategy or method behind whatever do.town is doing? Ms. Kattreh replied that
do.town is now done and that their funding was officially finished the end of March. She noted they
did a lot of listening to the neighbors and residents in a variety of different ways and then they picked
projects to focus on based on the feedback they received. Member Segreto commented that they
know the system of how to bring a project forward to the City. Chair Steel indicated she was a little
put-off that they went to the property managers to acquire the signatures because coming from a grass
roots background that is not the best way to get resident input. She stated the needs are kind of two
different things and wishes this were a little more resident driven versus an outside organization of
property managers.

Member Jones indicated this is one of those issues where there is a park and it’s obvious there is room
for improvement. It's an underutilized park but what is the public process for making changes to it
because it looks like only the neighbors on the east end have been petitioned and maybe the neighbors
on the west side don’t even know this is happening. She stated she didn’t know it was happening and
she is on the Park Board so it does bring up some questions on process.

Chair Steel noted that in Katie Meyer’s letter to the City Council it says “As a part of the effort to gain
momentum for the playground do.town met with three different property managers in the Parklawn
neighborhood including Highland Properties, Premier Properties and the Goodman Group. In each
instance we worked with the property managers to connect up with their residents from around 407
units to sign a petition and encourage interested parties to write a letter”. She stated that to her that
is a little backwards as far as a grass roots process.

Member Cella wondered if this is a solution in search of a problem because if the original idea was they
wanted a playground putting in a path doesn’t provide a playground and if the path was a means to get
to the playground and there is no playground then you don’t do it for that reason. She noted if the
other stated reason is that it needs to be a safe route to school have they talked to the principal of
Cornelia School and the families that actually walk from Parklawn Avenue to the school and see how
they are doing it now and what would be the best route. She indicated this may not be solving a safe
route to school issue without further study and therefore questions why they would go ahead and
build a path if they are not really sure why they are building it and who is going to use it. She stated
that her feeling at this point would be to table it until they have a better understanding of whether this
path is really needed as a safe path to school.

Member Hulbert indicated it feels like at some point there would be a greater use for this whole area
that would maybe benefit from the study of potential future plans if you want to create something
great. It seems like they are kind of putting in a pathway and it doesn’t seem like a logical way for
these kids to go to school.

Member Deeds commented he thinks one of the things that the City Council needs to take into
consideration is that this position is for a path and a playground in Lake Edina Park and whether these
residents care whether there is a path or not is questionable or at least an open guestion. He indicated




that both of the petitions that are signed say path and in the letter it specifically says that Lake Edina
Park is a perfect place for amenities not a pathway to school. He stated without a little more looking
into it, it does not make sense and he would not recommend that they spend $50,000 on it.




Attachment |

April 16, 2013
Dear Resident;

On May 7, 2013 at 7:00 p.m., the Edina City Council will conduct a Public Hearing to
consider the addition of a paved path at Lake Edina Park. The City Council meeting will be
held in the Council Chambers in Edina City Hall, 4801 West 50" Street.

The proposed path will run from Parklawn to Kellog Avenue and will provide a safe route to
school and to the playground at Cornelia School for neighborhood children. A site map of the
proposed trail is included.

In 2012, Do.Town, following up on interest from neighborhood residents, hosted events and

- collected 60 signatures in support of a trail and Playground at Lake Edina Park. $85,000 was
allocated in City of Edina capital improvement plan funding for 2013 for this trail. The trail will
connect Parklawn Avenue to Kellogg Avenue and will provide a safe route to Cornelia School
for kids living in the Parklawn neighborhood.

Parks and Recreation Department staff is currently working with the City of Edina Engineering
and Public Works Departments to determine watershed district requirements and project
specifications. Soil borings and a preliminary location and path layout have been completed.
Meetings with the Engineering, Public Works and Parks and Recreation Department staff
determined that the remainder of the engineering and path construction could be done
in-house by City staff, potentially saving money on the project. The proposed path is 10’ wide
and would accommodate both walkers and bikers. If approved by the City Council, this project
would be completed in May or June, depending upon the weather and watershed approval.

The public is invited to attend and give testimony or submit written comments to Edina City
Council via e-mail at edinamail@ci.edina.mn.us or letters to Edina City Council, Edina City
Hall, 4801 West 50" St., Edina, MN 55424

For more information, contact me in the Edina Park & Recreation Department, 952-826-
0430.

Thank you!

Sincerely,

Ann Kattreh, Director
Edina Parks and Recreation Department




Attachment J

(Official Publication)

CITY OF EDINA
4801 W. 50" STREET
EDINA, MINNESOTA 55424
HENNEPIN COUNTY, MINNESOTA

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

THE EDINA CITY COUNCIL will meet at the Edina City Hall, Council Chambers, 4801 W. 50" Street, on
May 7, 2013 at 7 p.m. and will at said time and place consider the following:

Proposed New Biking and Walking Path at Lake Edina Park

Lake Edina Park is located at 4400 Parklawn Avenue, PID No. 31-028-24-42-0022. The ftrail will connect
Parklawn Avenue to Kellogg Avenue and will provide a safe route to Cornelia Elementary School for kids
living in the Parklawn neighborhood. The proposed path is 10’ wide and would accommodate both
walkers and bikers. If approved, this project would be completed in May or June, depending upon the
weather.

All recommendations and objections will be heard at said meeting.
BY ORDER OF THE EDINA PARK BOARD

Debra Mangen
City Clerk

PLEASE PUBLISH IN THE EDINA SUN CURRENT ON MAY 2, 2013
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