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To: Mayor and Council Agenda Item #: V.B.

From: Jordan Gilgenbach, Communications Coordinator Action [
Discussion [J

Date: Jan. 20, 2015 Information

Subject: “Speak Up, Edina” Report

Action Requested:
Receive report on November 2014 “Speak Up, Edina” discussion about residential fire sprinklers.

Information / Background:

Since June 2012, the City of Edina has used the online engagement website, www.SpeakUpEdina.org, to
collect ideas and opinions from residents. One of the City Council’s six strategic priorities for 2014-2015 is
Communication and Engagement: “To clearly understand community needs, expectations and opinions, the
City will consistently seek the input of a broad range of stakeholders in meaningful and interactive

communication.” A goal of that is to host a monthly discussion on www.SpeakUp.Edina.org.

November 2014
In November 2014, the discussion topic centered on residential fire sprinklers. In this online discussion, the
City posed the following questions:

e Given research on the effectiveness or sprinklers, should the City of Edina require all new single-
unit residential construction have fire sprinklers installed, regardless of size? Why or why not?

e According to the NFPA, the cost of installing home fire sprinkler systems averages $1.35 per
sprinkled square foot. Oftentimes, homeowners’ can receive a discount on their homeowners
insurance when a system is present. Do you think the potential benefit outweighs the cost of the
system? Why or why not?

e In 2013, the Edina Fire Department responded to nearly 900 fire calls, a 19 percent decrease from
10 years prior. Ten or fewer fires per year, on average, are medium to major structure fires. Do
you think sprinklers would help further decrease calls and major fires? Why or why not?

The discussion was open for comments between Oct. 28 and Dec. |. During that time, 33 comments were
made. Additionally, 1,951 users visited the site 2,782 times, garnering 10,243 page views. Note, during this
same period, discussions on the CIP, Indigenous Peoples’ Day, the Redevelopment of the Former Public
Works Site, the Sidewalk Facility Map, Wooddale/Valley View and Vision Edina were also active. All
commenters in this discussion were from Edina.
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December 2014

In December 2014, the discussion topic centered on plastic bags. In this online discussion, the City posed
the following questions:

e Should the City of Edina ban the use of plastic bags? Why or why not?

e As an alternative to banning plastic bags, should the City discourage the use of single-use plastic
bags by imposing a per bag fee or tax? Why or why not!?

¢ How can the City better educate shoppers and retailers about plastic bag use, and encourage the
use of reusable plastic bags?

The discussion was open for comments between Dec. |, 2014 and Jan. 5, 2015. During that time, 22
comments were made. Additionally, 725 users visited the site 970 times, garnering 4,216 page views. Note,
during this same period, discussions on the Redevelopment of the Former Public Works Site,

Wooddale/Valley View and Vision Edina were also active. All commenters in this discussion were from
Edina.

Attached are the comments for both discussions.
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