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expressed the opinion to keep the on-street parking due to walking distances to side streets and lack of
sidewalks. There was also general support for some type of bicycle facility on Olinger Boulevard.

Considering the Comprehensive Plan, resident input and physical restrictions, Staff is proposing the
following design for a bicycle facility on Olinger Boulevard:

e Keep the existing parking/no parking conditions, and striping the parking lane (7-feet wide)

e Install a dedicated bike lane on the south/west side of Olinger Boulevard for the entire length of the
project. This lake would be 5.5-feet wide west of Olinger Road and 5-feet wide east of Olinger
Road.

e Install a dedicated bike lane on the north/east side of Olinger Boulevard west of Olinger Road
(approximately 1/3-mile). This lane would be 5.5-feet wide.

o East of Olinger Road (approximately 2/3-mile), install shared-lane markings (“sharrows”) in a |3-foot
wide travel lane (north/westbound lane). This would require a MSA variance for on-road bicycle
facilities to allow a |3-foot “wide outside lane” in lieu of the required |4-foot wide outside lane.

Staff feels that the use of sharrows is appropriate in this case because it indicates that there are dedicated
bicycle facilities on Olinger Boulevard; however, physical constraints restrict the installation of bike lanes for
a portion of the route. This is similar to the way sharrows are currently used on West 70th Street, in the
area of TH 100 (where dedicated bike lanes exist east and west of this constrained area). With any future
reconstruction of this segment of Olinger Boulevard, staff would consider widening the street width to
accommodate one dedicated bike lane in each direction and a sidewalk on at least one side of the street.

Staff expects to submit a resolution to Council at the May 20 City Council Meeting to allow staff to submit a
variance request with MnDOT. The deadline is June 2 to submit variance materials for the quarterly variance
committee meeting scheduled for June 9.

Attachments:
Olinger Boulevard Proposed Bike Facility Maps and Cross Sections
Detail of Bicycle Facilities Map
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