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CITY OF EDINA 

A brief refresher/history: 

Planning Commission Residential Working Group — work to date 
• Reviewed and assessed residential rebuild situation (Oct 2012-Mar 2013). 

• Held public input forums, including two public meetings and Speak Up Edina 
topic (Jan-Feb 2013). 

• Provided Planning Commission/City Council recommendations (Mar-July 2013). 

Planning Commission Residential Working Group - results 
• Updated Construction Management Plan & enforcement (Mar 2013). 

• Residential Redevelopment Coordinator position created (Mar 2013). 

• Updated city code to address residential heights, setbacks, stormwater and grading 
issues (July/Aug 2013). 

Item not addressed to date: Tree Ordinance 

I 
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CITY OF EDINA 

1 Planning Commission Working Group Findings: 

• New/Remodel Home Size & Lot Modification Impacts: 
1:1Massing/Height/Setbacks 

0Grading and Stormwater Drainage 

OReduction of Tree Canopy 

• New/Remodel Home Construction Project Impacts: 
USite Debris/Trash Removal 

CISite Excavation 

U Work Hours/Noise 

UParking/Traffic 

UMaterial Staging 
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Tree Canopy: Issues Identified in Public Forums 
• Tree protection during construction 

• Concern on loss of tree canopy, quality of life issues 

• Environmental concerns for tree loss, including carbon sink loss, 
energy conservation shading effects, urban heat islands and 
erosion/stormwater control 

Tree Canopy: Approaches for Ordinance 
• Provide tree protection guidelines during construction 

• Provide tree ordinance for new construction/lot subdivisions 

• Address discretionary tree removal 

• Require tree inventory and define preservation plan for mature 
trees 

• Require equivalency planting plan for trees removed 
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Mature Tree Benefits in Edina 
• Property values: increases property values between 4-15%. 

Energy: properly placed, can reduce cooling by 30% and save 20- 
50% in heating costs. Reduced "urban heat island" effect. 

Stormwater: a tree can absorb 100 gallons of water per day. For 
every 5% loss in tree cover, stormwater increases 2%. 

Stormwater: filters stormwater and reduces site erosion. 

Carbon sequestration: a tree absorbs 481bs CO2/year, one ton for a 40 
year old tree. Lifespan is 100-150 years. 

Air quality: a tree absorbs 10 lbs. of air pollutants/year 

Oxygen: a tree produces oxygen for two people/year. 

Provides wildlife habitat and social/health benefits to society. 
(information source: americanforests.org) 

• 

CityofEdina.com  



CITY OF EDINA 

Edina Tree Loss 2008-2013 
• There have been 350 +/- residential Teardowns in Edina plus numerous 

major remodeling projects. 

• Conservatively, at an estimated loss of two mature trees per Teardown, 

— Over 700 mature trees removed from Edina in the past six years 

— Stormwater increase of 66,000 gallons/day 

— Carbon increase of 33,600 lbs. CO2/year 

— Reduced oxygen production for 1,400 people 

— Added air pollution of 7,000 lbs./year in lost absorption rates 

• For every 5% in tree cover loss, stormwater is increased by 2%. 

(information source: americanforests.org) 
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Examples of trees being protected and left during new construction 

1 CityofEdina. corn 
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2008 Tree Canopy, Morningside & Grimes 
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CITY OF EDINA 

     

Summary 

     

• Tree loss in Edina is a detriment to the community, and a large loss of 
trees has already occurred in our residential neighborhoods. 

• The City Council is asked to implement the Tree Ordinance as proposed. 

Thanks for your consideration 
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Appendix 
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Proposed Tree Ordinance 4 
0 

b 	Removable Tree. Any tree not defined as a Protected "ice, or as defined as 

an invas've specie's as defined by the Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources. 

Draft 4-22-2014 

ORDINANCE NO. 2014- 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDMENT REGARDING TREE PRESERVATION 

The City Council Of Edina Ordains: 

Section 1. 	Chapter 10, Article III of the Edina City Code is amended to add Division 3 as 
follows: 

DIVISION III. TREE PROTECTION 

Sec. 10-82. Preservation, protection and replacement of Protected Trees: This ordinance applies 

It a I demol t on permits; bui d ng permit app its t on: fcr a structure addition; and 

build rig perm ts for accessory str..ictu res n :I uding a garage, desk or a pool. 

Purpose: Edina is fortunate to have a robust inventory of mature tress that form 

an ntegra part of the unque character and history of the city, and that contribute 
to the long-term aesthetc. etc ronmental, and  econorn't well-being of the ety. 
The purpose of the ord nance is to: 

a. Preserve and grow Edina's tree canopy cover by protecting mature trees 

throughout the city. 

b. Protect and enhance proper..? values by conserving and adding to the 

distinctive and un que aesthetic character of Edina's tree population. 

c. Protect and enhance the distinctive character of Ed na's neighborhoods 

d. Improve the qua it',' of life fcr al stakeholders, includin.g city residents, visitors 

and wildlife. 

e. Protect the ens. ronment by the filter' ng of air and soi pc lutants;  increasing 

oxygen levels and reducing CO2; manaeng ero-sion and stormwater by 

stabil z ng soils; reducing heat convection; decreasing w nd speeds; reduc ng 
nose pol ution and decreasing the urban heat island effect. 

f. Protect and maintain healthy trees in the development and building permit 

processes as se.t forth herein; and prevent tree ross by el'  ninating or reducing 
compacted II and excavation near tree roots. 

12) Def nicns: 

a. Protected Thee: Any tree of the birch, ba sam Fr, b ack walnut, buckeye;  

cedar, e m;  hem ock, hickory, ironwood, linden;  'ocua, maple .1except s'Iyer 

maple), Norway pine, oak;  spruce and white pine varieties. 

Existing text— )000( 

Stricken text —4.PCGS. 

Added text— )001:X 

Demo iticn and building permit applications must in: ude a certif. ed tree inventory 

plan indicating where Protected i'irees are located and;  their species. ca'iper, and 

ap prox' mate height and canopy width. The plan must show how orotected Trees 

are preserved and protected due n,g construction. The plan must also show if any 

Protected Trees are proposed to be removed and the location;  species and size of 

all rep a cement tree's. 

4) If a Protected Tree is removed, except as a lowed for is pare araph 	t  must be 

replaced with two 121 trees, subject to the fol ow ng con d ons: 

a. Replacement trees must be varied by species and are I'm ted to the sped es 

I  sted above n 121 Cef nitions. 

b. Replacement trees must not be sub ea to known epidemic diseases or 

infestat ons. Disease or infestat on resistant species and cult vars are al' owed. 

c_ 	Replacement trees must be at least t.vo and one-half inches 	'n caliper 

for deciduous trees and a minimum of seven feet 1,71 tel for coniferous trees. 

d. Replacement tree plans are subject to approve by the City Forester before 

implemental' on 

e. If a replacement tree ocation cannot be found on the property, :t MUft be 

placed inc pub ic area, subject to appl-V:a  by the  City Forester. 

;S.) Protected Trees may be removed n the foil ow ng area:: 

a. Including, and w'thin a ten-foot 110':. radius of, the building pad of a new or 

remode ed bu'iding. 

b. With,  n  driveways and park rig areas. 

Protected Trees removed in subparagraphs a. and b. above must be replaced with 

one1,1:- tree, subject to the species isted above in jIi  Definitions and the 

coricltns l'sted in subparagraphs a. through e. of paragraph 4 above. 

Existing text — XX:a 
	

2 
Stricken text >XXX 

Added text— XXXX 
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City Clerk 

If Protected Trees were removed within one {1) year prior to the date the 
development, demolition and building permkapplications were submitted, these 
Protected Trees are also subject to the replacement po icy set forth in paragraph 
(4'; above. 

Section 2. 	This ordinance is effective immediately upon its passage and publication. 

First Reading: 
Second Reading: 
Published: 

ATTEST: 

3 4 Elisting text -MOO( 
Stricken text-
Added text - >000C 

Bngtext-)000( 
Stricken text —VOX 
Added text- MOO( 

;6) Rem ovable Trees five inches ■:51 or less in caliper may be removed for any 
development or builthlg permt, without replacement. If a Removable Tree greater 
than five inches (51 is removed, it must be rep: aced with one tree, and subject to 
the conditions is paragraph 4 above. If a Protected Tree is dead, crseased or 
hazardous it must be approved by the City Forester h efore removal. 

:7) Curng the demolition and burding permt processes, the. perm t holder :hal not 
leave any Protected  —ree without sufficient guards or protections to prevent injury 
to the Protected Tree, in connection with such construction. The su nfey must 
indicate haw the Protected Tree would be protected during construction, subject 
to staff review and approval. City staff monitoring is required for all projects ..vith 

Proposed Tree Ordinance 

affected Protected Trees and/Or replacement trees to ensure that all such trees a re 	WITNESS my hand and seal of said City this   2014. 
properly established and maintained for three (3:: ',rears. Tree protection durng 
coratrucCon is subject to the city's Construct on Managerr ant Pan ICMP 

Debra k Mangen, City Clerk 	 lames B. Hovland, Mayor 

Please publish in the Edina Sun Current on: 
Send two affidavits of publication_ 
Bill to Edna City Clerk 
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CERTIFICATE OF CITY CLERK 

I, the undersigned duly appointed and acting City Clerk for the City of Edna do hereby 
certify that the attached and foregoing Ordinance was duty adopted by the Edina City 
Council at its Regular Meeting of 	  2014, and as recorded in the 
Minutes of said Regular Meeting. 



CITY OF EDINA 

Staff in Attendance: 
Cary Teague. Kris Aaker, Jackie Hoogenakker 

Others in Attendance: 
Council Member Swenson 
Mary Dick 
Lon & Nancy ObE-rprEler 
Molly Schornburg 
Ryan Weber 
Jen Colburn 
Chris and Barb Hayhoe 
John Peterson 
Bill Rodgers 
Jeff and Jan nie Johnson 
Kevin Staunton 
Ellen Berner 
Edward Glickman 

Council Member Bennett 
Bob Thompson 
Susan Wahm an 
Liz Genorese 
Scott Smith 
Andrew Ramirez 
Nora Day's. 
Sob leifestlun d 
Janey Westin 
Marfene Sohleimer 
Pat Meyers 
Gene Persha 
Liz Genorese 

Mike Platteter thanked everyone or attending the forum and inthxkiced Ken Potts and 
.Arlene Fischer members of the Residential Redevelopment 'Nork Group. Flatteter 
°Fated the forum with a power point presentation highligtting the goals of the "working 
group'. 

Flatteter said during this study of residential development and redevelopment the 
group found that the issues-  seemed to fall within two areas corstructon management 
and zoning {setbacks, massing). 

Platteter informed everyone to keep in mind the following dates: 

January 31 —7-9 PM additional residential iedeveloprnent public forum at the Senior 
Center — same agenda as todays. 

Rae 1 of 7 

NOTES FROM THE 
RESIDENTIAL REDEVELOPMENT FORUM 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 26, 2013 
10 PM-12 PM 

	 EDINA SENIOR CENTER 

RED TEXT DENOTES TREE COMMENTS 

Facilitators:  
ftke Platteter, Ken Potts and Arlene Forrest" — Residential Redevelopment 
"working group" 

Workshop Notes 
January 31'` — Fetruary 12" — Summarize feedback period 
February  le -present  findings to the Planning Commission 
March — PC and City Council will meet to discuss next steps with the next steps 
based upon Council cornments_ 

Panner Teague addressed the group and briefly explain:xi zoning code issues. 

Attendee Comments during Presentation  

The following commerzs cocurteci during the presentation by Platteter and Teague: 

• Concern was expressed on increased seg-egadon between the havehave not's 
that appears to be occurring as the result of large houses being built in place of 
smaller houses. 

• More Information from Minnetonka on their setback and other standards needs to 
be added (on handoirt)_ 

• Horfrfied by the lack of respect builders show to neighbors. 
• Design regulations? Design review in a more forrnultzed process A fiNnnetonka 

residve suggested that a study be done on how the 'new house" willT.it in — 
maybe side setbacks need to be readdressed_ 

• A Fulton (Minneapolis) resident informed the group their'neightorhood 
association" established constmotion guidelines; however, these guidelines are 
not enforceable. 

• Construction management issues; monitor better. 
• Impervious surfaces—reconsider? 
• Respect neighborhood character. 
• Suggest considering a Floor Area Ratio (FAR) per average in area; block? 

Platteter explained the 'Forum Agenda' indicating the attendees would break into small 
groups to discuss defining issues and regroup to discuss proposed sclutiors. Each 
small group would then report their issues and solutions to the entire group. 

Group One  

Issue: Challenge bullets to come up with creative solutions— bigger not always 
better. 
Solution: We need more refined regulations enforced to presenre the neighborhood 
character and our mixed income community. 

Issue: Respect neighborhood—new construction should conform to character of the 
neightorhood —AMEN 
Solution: Different zoning regkernents for cifFereitneighborhoWs to preserve 
setback. height. mature trees. etc. 

Issue: Restrict retaning walls in side yard setback. 

Pare 2 of 7 
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CITY OF EDINA 

Solution: H &W Stmidards - Different zoning requirements for different neighborhoods 
to presenre setback height. mature trees, etc.  

Oda tu t2v taxistb.ler IL veva um -aurtage-tn tire aftnyTICA.11441ARL 
Solution: Different zoning requirements for ildferent neighborhoods to preserve 
se.tback. height, mature trees. etc. 

Issue: Require that drainage and runoff be retained on the lot being remodeled_ 
Solution: Zoning regulations for imp-A-Opus surfaces — collect fines if violates 

. 
Issue: f.tharages can t ROM tnan at WM T.Var:t .

. 
2.:471. at me new sw..ler..,_*re.. 

Solution: Different zoning rewirements for rkfferent neighborhoods to preserve 
setback. height, mature trees. etc. 

Issue: Roll back building height to a more reasonable level so it is consistent with the 
neghtoring structures. 
Solution: Different zoning requiremenS for (Newt neighboWeW.s to preserve 
setback height, mature trees. etc. 

Issue: Reguleve where 'storage' or 'outbuildings can be placed on a lot so they aren't 
so close f,3') to the neighboring structures so as to block views. 

Issue: New r-triclions for height and setback on garagr. 

Group Two 

Issue: General zoning. 
Solution: Design review that evaluates proposed new construction design and thatfit 
into the existing neighborhood. Eliminate use of asphalt if possible_ 

Issue: Affordable housing_ 
Solution: Preserve mixed income neighborhoods. Neighborhood specific size 
restrictions based on average sizes of homes adjacent to new construction. For 
example not to exceed 21:1% of existing average square footage 

Group Three  

Issues: Base new construction size (square footage on average home size en same 
block (above ground square footage). 
Solution: Sizes will change over tirne Wil keep some neigf-tothoods with small 
homes with no chance of chancing 

Issues: Design review process to evaluate aesthetic„ Sae and stofes based or. 
adjacent homes/neighborhood. 
Solution: Something like Minneapolis site plan review 

Pdge3 of 7 

Workshop Notes 
Issues: Better and strirgent enforcement of violations to code and zoning. 
Solution: Better cornrrunicate processIrequir--_ment to neighbors 

Issues: Zoning based en neighborhood versus one set of rules for the whole City. 
Solution: Redo zoning districts 

Group Four 

Issues: F-D't leaded garage on 50-530t 101 
Solution: Love to see them barred, but at least prohibit from occupying more than EO% 
of front face. 

Issue: Side Setbacks. Is increasing setback as height increases working? 
Solution: ft isn't 

Issue: No driveway to back takes away side setback. 
Solution: Great idea 

Issue: Mass of horneslot coverage 
Solution: Require that FAR be consistent with average of neghborhoco 

Issue: Placement of accessory structure (sheds) 
Solution: Require larger setback and require neighborhood ar.o,oval of sting storage 
or accessory structure 

Issue: Height 
Solution: Rol back by 5-feetat least 

Issue: Trees 
Solution: Rewire that large trees be preserved — cons-stent with character of the 
neighborh co d 

Issue: Where does (cirnag) go with more lot coverage? 
Solution: Require that drainage not be directed to neighboring lots_ 

Issue: Neighbors not apprised of building plans 
Solution: Require notification of neighbors 

Issue: Loss of privacy in backyards, sight limes irto 
Solution: Preseres- better, setbacks, etc 

Issue: Retaining wails'egress windows too close to lot line 
Solution: Through setbacks preserve access to the back yards. 

Paee 4 of 7 
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Group five 

Issue: Damaging neighborhood tees. 
Solution: Tree airdrome - require per. mits to remove trees larger than 10 inches 
darneter 

Issue: Losing affordable starter homes_ Solution? 

Issue: Could not get explanation for why City required changes to plans. 
Solution: Wrtten complaint requires written response of City. 

Issue: New structure shading neighbors back yard - killing gardens_ 
Solution: Neighbors should be shown plans for new construction at least one month 
prior to work starting, 

Issue: Side yard setbacks not sufficient - too small for small lots. 
Solution: Require minimum 10' total (Both sides combined) or require minimum 5-foot 
setback on one side. V4 on other 

Issue: Not otough room to access the back yard_ 
Solution: requite access on  one side of house to backyard (min. 3') 
Issue: Different in size of new home vrhen compared to original home. 
Solution: Add design guidelines around how new home frts with existing homes -See 
Park Ridge, II design guidelines. 

Issue: Drainage - does the City require drainage plans? How enforced. 
Solution Must drain to public drainage (directly) or maintain on site 

Committee members thanked everyone for their input and reiterated the dates of the 
upcoming Residential RedepApment Forum (January 31 d) indicating that meeting be 
similarly conducted_ 

Written Individual Comments: 

See below and attached to notes. 

Zonincg 

• Include FAR 
• Preserve sightlines 
• Take topography into amount 
• Different more restrictive requirements for 50-foot properties. 
• Different height limits on narrow lots_ 
• New  oanstruction should fit into existing footprint 
• FAR has to be consistent by the average of the neighborhood 
• Roll back building heights to be more consistent with the neighboring properties 

Raze Eo .; 

Workshop Notes 
• Regulate where storage or cutbialings can be located so they anFi't too close to 

neighboring property fines and block views 
• Smart zoning laws are neighborhood specific 
• Base adjacent new construction on *average size of existing homes in the 

neighborhood 
• Have multiple zoning districts based on neighborhoods 
• Consider implementing a design review process 
• Reconsider hard surface 
• Reconsider egress windcnvs - setback 
. Diiveway widths 
• Stricter limits on building height 
• Restrict the size of garages and their location 
• On 50-foot lots have 5 foot setback on one side and on the other side a or 9 feet 
• ? - is increasing the setback by height really working 

Construction Manaoement 

• Require that the builder should be required to bring new plumbing iorn the home 
to the street and not stop at the setback_ 

• Contractors should -face 'fines if they do not proomly monitor their subs and 
vendors Le. blocking streets 

• Times for construction needs to be revaluated TAM is too eat),  
• City should monitor construction sites so residents don't have to keep calling the 

City of Edina with complaints 
• Street constantly blocked by trucks and other vehides 
• Better enforcement of VidatiOrS 

Drainage. Engineering 

• Better storm water management on the site 
• Restrict height and where recanting Walls in are placed in the side yet setback 
• Ensure that drainage and runoff be retained on the tot being developed 

redeveloped 

Aesthetics 

• Respect architecture of other homes 
• Driveway Width 
• Light 
. Privacy 
• Community review of proposed new construction and remodeling 
• Establish protective covenants 

...133,-aa 6 of"l' 

ortrow 
ItIHN 
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CITY OF EDINA 
Miscellaneous 

• Garages can be more than Y. of the front face of the new structure 
• Front loading garages on 50-foot wide lots - if allowed can't lake up more than 

50% ardor garage must start betind the habitable area of the house 
• Require arzdied garage to be  in  back if lot less than 75-feet in Width 
• No shore garages 
• Concerned about "investors coming in and buying a property— tearing down the 

house and building a huge house that does not 5t into the neighborbcod and the 
price point is 2 to 3 times that of the neighborhood 

• Style of house should frt with the houses on the street— Mcmingsde has big time 
issues 

• Could there be a period of time that a house can be on the market before an 
Investor' can buy up the property 

• I  have no faith  in  the City that they will do anything with the residents feedback 

Workshop Notes 

    

Forum was adjourned at 12 Nom_ 

Submitted by 

Potts, Platteter and Forrest are members of the Edina Flaming Conynissirn 
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CITY OF EDINA 

NOTES FROM THE 
RESIDENTIAL REDEVELOPMENT FORUM 

'THURSDAY, JANUARY 31, 2013 
7 PM — 9 PM 

EDINA SENIOR CENTER 	 

RED TEXT DENOTES TREE COMMENTS 

Others in Attendance: 
Council Member Swenson 

	
Council Member Bennett 

Mary Dial 
	

Bob Thomps on 
Lon and Nancy Oberpriller 

	
Susan Wahman 

Liz Genorese 
	

Janet Ingram, 
Janet Ingram 
	

Peter ICIlea 
Ami Sharp 
	

Peggy Lawrence 
Tim Crain 
	

Mike Pearson 
Andi Otness 
	

Angela r.,.e.-en 
Scott Smith 
	

John Peterson 
Lori and Jim Greta 
	

Felt Meriweather 
Kevin Staunton 
	

Helen Burke 
Carol Engstrom 

Mr. Plateter welcomed everyone and introduced Ken Potts and Arlene Forrest, 
mernbers of the Edina Plathing Corrvnission and Residential Redevelopment -working 
Tour 

Planne" Teague briefly explained to the g-cup the history of 'massing" and changes to 
 Code that were implemented in the last few rears to address it. 

Mr_ Potts and Ms. Forrest directed the group in an exercise of identlying issues and 
solutions to those issues_ The gimp broke down into srnal groups to complete the 
exercise. Each group presented their findings. Results are as follows: 

Group One: 

Issue: Pedestrian Access 
Solution: Enlycene.nt of point 7 on handout 

Workshop Notes 

7. The contactor shall keep the site z weals, all sidewalks, boulevard areas and 
aciaoent properties clean from waste, materials or refuse :11- uting from his operations 
on site. Equipment not usable on the work site shall be promptly removed and the site 
shall be rrainined in a neat arid orderly condition at all times_ A.M empty cans paper, 
plastic, etc. that is not needed for COrtStfUelien shall be removed and cleaned tom the 
site every e.Aeing prior to leaving the construction site. Where work on a project lies 
within areas of pedestrian access traffic anchror vehicular traffic the project  area MI be 
cleaned and swept and all materials related to the project will be stockpiled in 
appropriate areas_ No materials may be deposited or stockpiled on the public streets, 
boulevards or sidewalks_ At the end of each working day, the Contractor .sl-all remove 
any soil that washed or was deposited on any public sidewalk or street and shal 
remove any trash or debris that washed or was deposited on any odilic property. No 
dumpgers, portable toilets. bulling materials, or equipment may be stored on a public 
street sidewalk or boulevard area. 

Issue: Damage to existing property including, trees. cracks, streets_ 
Solution: 1_ Pre-oonstn2otion soil testing and excavation plan pre-approved by City. 2. 
Set up escrow account equal to % of total remodel costs. 

Issue: Elevation of house_ 
Solution: Apply firrim relative to neighborhood average, just as is done currently for 
front yard setbacks. 

Issue: Drainage: 
Solution: Landscape architect stbrnits drainage prevention plan prior to construction. 
Plan can includel'address limits due to topography_ 

Issue: Amount of lot ormerage for 50-foot lots. 
No solution expressed. 

Issue: Egress windows should not be allowed at lot foe. 
Solution: Addressed by setback requirements in Code. No egress widows 3.10010ed at 
lot line_ 

Group Two: 

Issue: Neighborhoods overwhelmed by construction in day to day lives. 
Solution: Enforce and improve Construdion Maintenance Plan. 

Issue: Builders (foxes) shouldn't be guarding our chickens_ 
Solution: Rewire hikers to slay within City Codes. 

Issue: ROTA loading garages are too big for the neighborhood (Momings-idel. 
Solution: Ghia a percentage lirritirg garage 'war'. Estabish side yard setbacks cf 5-
feet and 2.-feet. 

Facilitators:  
Mike Platteter, Ken Potts and Arlene Forrest — RE-sid 9.-ntia] Redevelopment 
working group" 

Staff in Attendance: 
Cary Teague, Kris Aaker, Jackie Hoogenaldter 

CityofEdina.com  



Workshop Notes I   CITY OF EDINA 

Issue: Who is valuing our neigliouttood context. 
No solution expressed. 

Issue: Less of trees 
Solution: Co:2e reasonable tree preservation ordnance. Be responsible to neighbor's 
trees that are located near the property fore AN trees within 3-5-feet of the procerty line 
should have measures. implemented to protect them. 

Issue: Access 
Solution: Stagger setbacks - one side needs to be large for access: 5-feet on non-
egress side and I3-feet on egress side. 

Issue: Street to match the existing grid. 
No solution expressed. 

Group Three:  

Issue: Setbacks en small lots. 
Solution: Stagger sethacks 10-feet en ore ro e 5-est or the other side. All access 
must occur within setback. 

Issue: Storm water run-off 
Solution: All storm water runoff must be dealt with on site or directed to the street 

Issue: Tree ordinance 
Solution: Give incentives for saving trees - tsar break for number yeans. Reco&e tree 
permit fee Establish certain size tree circumference to be saved or replaced_ Pay 
attention to treo-ss and their drip line and require locatio:n of trees on surveys_ Ensure 
root safety so they aren't crushed_ City enforce your odes. 

Group Four: 

Issue: Shadowing — Light and space considerations and loss of trees 
Solkslion: The so.ale of new construction needs to be matched to the sae of the 
exng neighborhood Zoning requirements should be tailored to each neighborhood. 

Issue: Drainage issues — changes in topography art roof size and run-off 
No solution expressed. 

Issue: Vibrations during coo-so-action causing structural damage to neighboring borne. 
Solution: Construction Managanent Plan onforcernerit — inspect homes aciacent to 
new constructlw for mechanic:at, cosmetic, Wore demolition and consbooticn and 
during constructim and ater commotion. Have bulder establish escrow acccort or 
bond to cover damages if damages occur. 

Group Five: 

Group five oorrcurred virith all issues and solutions. 

Please note the folloWng written and verbal comments by category: 

Zoning Ordinance Changes: 

• Suggeszion to 'change the ordinance for lots less than 59-feet in width. Leave 
the rest alone. 

• Can the ordirance do sorreziOrg about yards being shadcnoed by these overly 
large hones fsetbact. incre.a.se). ;this could be bolding too i= as part of the 
permit wplication a shadow study is required) 

• Access to the rear yard needs to be provided on each let Ordinance 
requirement?) 

• Reconsider haling height how would one measure a at roof? 
• Are there requirements regarding cuttatikfirros (sheds) in terms of setback, size, 

height? 
• Side setbacks are too small for small lots. Not enough room. 
• Address egress window with setbacks. 
• Change orclinance 5or lots less than 9.000 square feet or lot vridth under 60 —feet 
• Need setbacks for sheds —2-stosy sheds too dose to neighbor blocks sunlight 
• Tree preservation ordinance. 
• locrease setbacks on 53 fiat wide 
• Setbacks — homes should line up. Home across the street was allcrwed to  be 

built further back on the lot. Street looks better when homes line up as in the 
Country Club; not all over the place. 

• Tree preservation, conservation — restrict cutting down Ikees— protect trees on 
property line — replace tree if removed and protect health of existing trees. 

• Implement rewards to correct budding practices. Entoce extfrig lodes. 
• Are corner lots treated differently than lots in the middle of the block Are comer 

let setbacks different. 
• Consider a limit on height of fences installed on top of retaking walls_ 
• Setbacks for egress windows for lots 50-feet of less —the wkidow well cannot 

impede neighbor's access to their or backyard (?) 
• Need sabot* requirements to address light and space impact on adjacent 

homes, 
• Suggest that a TAR be set at no mere than 2-tines the exioing house 

'footprint' maiming garage arowed en the lot A FAR like this would limit the 
height of 'Monster" sized houses. 

• 50-foot lots need droeoort specs than larger lots. 
• City should follow nilr.A in oboe. 
• 'Identify and define neighborhood character for each neighborhood. 
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Engineering. 

• Instead of changing the ordinance corsider the 'problem of overty large houses 
that impact evi:A•jrone. in the City,  not  only Morningside 	vrater runoff require 
that water runoff be directed to the street). 

• Require soil testing (this could also belong in the building permit area or 
oorstrodlion management) 

• Asphalt breaking up as the result of construction vehidr-es using road (This would 
also fall under the construction management plan). 

• Water runoff from l sides mist go to the street — this  must  be enforced. 
• Storm water drainage and enforcement by existing ordinance. 
• Rainwater comes cfrthe neighbor's roof and lows mo my yard. 
• Enforce water runoff requirements— its cumerrtly not enforced. 
• A real =own for drainage problems especially in South Harriet Park where 

lots are 50-feet wide. 
• Make sure water from new house drains 'into the street 

Construct= Management Flan: 

• Vibrations from construction machinery —is the builder response for issues or 
damage to neighboring homes. 

• No response from the City after complaint is registered. 
• Can hours of construction be re-reviewed. 
• Should there be standards regarcfng vibration during construction. 
• Geothermal install. 
• Have builders tdre sciU samples to know possible impact On neighboring homes 

(this could fall under-  building permitsicenginee. ring review) 
• Create ceffnitive consequences for code violations for builders. 
• We paid for our new streels about 4-years ago. New the new construction 

vehicles are destroying them_ Is there any recourse? 
• Redirect the exhaust from construction equipment 
• Damage done to home next door due to new construction or from demolition. can 

the City require that the builder place monies  in  escrow for repair to neighbor's 
property. Require proof of inspection (by the City) prior to congruclion, after 
demolition and alter construction. 

• Currently no corseqirences when devropes violate codes. 
• Require pre, during and post construction rig:eel:ion 
• Hire more stair— too many teardokvns for corset blato keep up with. 
• There should be a parking plan for each new house built I am constantly asking 

people to move their vehicles so II can get out of my driveway. 
• IF a home owner nquires about construction issues— can City respond in writing 

to them, and not jug send written notice to contractortemodeler and owner. 

• Require a damage d-aNsit from developers. 
• Require soil testing for new constructor. 

Aesthetics: 

• Front loaded garage 'walls' that are greater than Kt% of the front facade we too 
much for our neighborhood. 

• No value to the context of Ihe neightbrtocci when building row horr. 

• Loss of trees — seems replacement plantings are often just shrubs and 
omamreital tre.es. 

• Tree loss from construction cocas and on top of the Clutch elm and tree loss due 
to old age— the majority of trees have life expectancy of 50 + years and many 
were planted 50 + years ago. 

• Builder promised to build up all around alit trees on the lot and he ended up 
cutting down al four trees on the lot lie ixoceeded to bulb a house that 
completely shades the south side of my house_ 

• Damage to neighbors trees_ 
• Seen abuse of trees that are lett standing dufng construction; only to die a slow 

death. 
• Can Edina aearre a tree ordinance. In South Harriet Park beten 54' — 

Kellogg and Oaklawn trees have been lost because of teardowns. 

Miscellaneous: 

• What impact does major change in a neighborhood have on incentives for 
existing homeowners to maintain their ateardown* house? 

• How do we manage the dramatic scale differences between new and existing 
homes to preserve the character of  the neighborhood? 

• Our interests arr-sit being protected. little trust With the City - City seems to favor 
builders. 

• Re-review the construction noise limits. 
• Get professionals IrstIO work on the current home owner's tehalf not the builders 

(?) 
• Need people twho are skilled in conflict rigolutioacilitators. 
• Urban planning designers_ 
• Snow sides off the roof crf the new house onto my steps of my side door on my 

ProPertf- 
• Are speculators buying up properties before prospective buyers have a chance to 

buy into an affordable neighborhood_ 
• Could not get explanation for why City required changes to plans_ 
• Issue of difference in size of new home when compared to original tome. 
• Losing affordable garter homes to builders_ 
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• What is the- historic square footage and lot size in Momingside? 
• Neither side of the house is passable in the side yard with a lavmraower. 
• NEW house next doer that exceeds lot area rade never applied for a variance. 
• Current home owner's interest is not important to the City. They seem to coddle 

builders and they have faiorites. I am not convinced that building inspectors 
hold builders to the Code. 

• Asking builders to help fix the problem is Ike asking the fox to guard the hen 
house. 

• Can building rnaterisols for retaining Walls be regulated to prevent premature 
bowing or disrepair 

• Need teeth for code violations. 
• Education document — maintain 'characters = more home value Possbly 

irr9uence new ccristruclion with economies_ 
• Dees Edna support existing homeowners with low cost remade! lozr,  Is like St 

Louis Park does to upgrade existing homes_ 
• Not want lenders Come Halle In Edina Program for first time romeormers.(?) 

Platteter, Potts and Forrest thanked everyone for their participator. The meetng was 
adjourned atg...00 PM 

Submitted by 

Workshop Notes 
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(Previous) Approaching the Teardown/Rebuild Issues, Tr 

• Edina is fortunate to be an in-demand place to live, where people invest in the 
community and their homes 

• There is not a single or simple solution, many complicated issues 

• How do individual property rights and community rights intersect 

• One person's dream house can become another person's house nightmare 

• Do not create more issues than are solved 

• How do potential changes compare with surrounding communities 

• Need to keep city policies & ordinances adapting to contemporary needs 
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(Previous) PC topics for City Council Work Session 

Specific recommendations 

• Enhance Construction Management Plan 

• More city staff enforcement on jobsites 

• Penalties for construction violations 

• Implement Tree Ordinance 

• Regulate soil import/export for projects 

• Improve storm water management 
standards 

— Surface & sub-surface water control 

— Infrastructure impact 

• No egress windows in side yard setback 

• Rear yard access required via side yard 

• Eliminate requirement for two car garage 

General recommendations 

• Review single Residential Zoning district 

• For lots under city minimums, explore 
buildable area definition revisions 

— Increase side yard setback 
dimension(s) 

— Decrease maximum building height 
and modify means of determining 
height 

— Make lot coverage limits more 
consistent within city code 

• Establish front-loaded garage standards 
(position relative to front-of-house) 
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(Previous) PC Residential Working Group Timeline 
jarE,F.Trif 2013 .■,.1 	L 

Blog on "Speak Up Edina" for 

Resident Feedback 

Planning Commission — WG 

Initial Presentation 

Public Input Forum — Senior 

Center 10-Noon 

Public Input Forum — Senior 

Center 7-9 

Summarize Feedback for 

Preliminary Recommendations 

Planning Commission — Working 

Group Report Out 

Planning Commission Discussion 

with City Council 

Council Hearings 

Blog Discussion Jan-Feb 

Jan 9th 

Jan 26th 

Jan 31st 

Jan 31st - Feb 12th 

March-April 

Feb 13th 	P 

July-Aug 
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