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Edina city staff’s analysis of the development potential of the site differs substantially from the view offered
by Minneapolis city staff. Given the flood plain, steep slopes, and median lot size requirements of our City
Code, Edina city staff estimates a total of ten developable lots in the Edina portion of the site. Based on
the R1 zoning district minimum lot area of 9,000 square feet in St. Louis Park, St. Louis Park staff
estimates a development potential of approximately four dwelling units per acre could be achieved on an
unimpeded site. The concept plans show fewer lots because part of the land is within the floodplain. City
staff has told Minneapolis staff on multiple occasions that staff’s interest would not be in developing the
property for residential homes, but rather to maintain a park for the residents of all three communities
with possible storm water management amenities. Determining the value of the property has been a
sticking point in discussions between staff of Edina, St. Louis Park and Minneapolis. The City Council has
had no formal discussions about this issue to date.

Staff have scheduled a Closed Session in advance of the City Council’'s October 7 Work Session in order
to discuss the possible purchase of real estate owned by the City of Minneapolis at 40th & France . The
Mayors of St. Louis Park and Edina received a letter from the Mayor of Minneapolis requesting a decision
on purchasing the property be communicated to them no later than November 14, 2014 and that a real
estate closing occur before the end of the year. The purpose of the Closed Session is to provide City
Council with relevant background information about the site, discuss proposed uses for the site and
discuss possible strategies to move forward.
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