Historic Bungalows of the Morningside Neighborhood

Executive Summary

The Edina Heritage Preservation Board(Edina HPB) is pleased to announce the
completion of a significant study entitled “Historic Bungalows of the Morningside
Neighborhood: A Multiple Property Study”, prepared by Preservation Planning
Consultant, Robert C. Vogel, financed in part by a Federal Certified Local Government
(CLG) grant in 2010. The study:
e Defines bungalows, including specific categories of bungalows,
e Provides the historical context of the development of the Morningside suburb,
including the impact of the streetcar on that development, and
e Sets forth the methodology by which the Edina HPB will designate properties as
Edina Heritage Landmarks.

As a result of the Study, approximately 135 Morningside homes, built between about
1905 and 1930, have been identified as possible candidates for designation as Edina
Heritage Landmarks.

Bungalow Defined. A product of the American Arts and Crafts movement, the bungalow
represented a major innovation in domestic architecture: a small comfortable house that
provided homebuyers of modest means with the comforts and conveniences of a much
larger, architect-designed house. For planning purposes, the Edina HPB uses the term
“bungalow” to refer to a small, detached, single-family home constructed between 1905
and 1930 that is less than two full stories high, has a core footprint of less than 800
square feet, and exhibits any combination of the following American Arts and Crafts
Movement design characteristics:
e Gable or hip roofs

Wood or stucco wall cladding

Entry and/or sun porches

Dormers

Exposed structural elements, such as rafters or beam ends

Multi-pane double-hung wood sash windows with divided lights in the upper sash

Ribbon, bay or-piano windows

Fireplaces and end-wall chimneys

Brick faced or rusticated concrete block foundation walls

Informal, open floor plans, with a living room in the front of the house

Built-in furniture, such as bookcases or buffets '

Hardwood flooring(oak or maple)
‘Rustic landscaping featuring flower boxes, trellises or pergolas

The Morningside Suburban Landscape. Momingside’s residential landscape reflects
several of the important broad themes in the pattern of suburban development in the Twin
Cities area: the relatively high-density of people per square mile within the platted
subdivisions, the architectural similarly of the houses and the dependence upon mass-
transit. Between about 1905 and 1930, Morningside developers built several hundred
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