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Neighborhood Identification Steering Committee

The Edina City Council asked the City of Edina staff to form a committee of Edina
citizens who would be responsible for creating a citizen engagement process for
establishing boundaries and names for Edina neighborhoods. The Committee
was named the Neighborhood Identification Steering Committee (NISC).

This report will give an overview of the purpose and benefits of neighborhood
associations, the mission and formation of the NISC, the citizen-input process,
general concerns of the residents, and the criteria used to determine
neighborhood boundaries and names.

Purpose and Benefits of Neighborhood Associations

The Committee began with a review of general information about neighborhood
associations and listened to a presentation provided by Marney Olson,
Community Liaison for the City of St. Louis Park. As a result, the Committee then
agreed upon the following purpose and benefits of neighborhood associations.

The purpose of the neighborhood associations is to bring residents and property
owners together to make the neighborhood a better place to live, learn, raise a
family and do business. Neighborhoods create a sense of place and provide a
historical context for the area and the City at large.

By promoting neighborhood associations, the City is building civic infrastructure
and promoting community engagement. Engaged residents expend discretionary
effort, going above and beyond what is normal or expected, to assist their
community.

A key benefit of neighborhood associations is to foster communication between
the residents and the City. Information from the City will help the residents make
informed decisions. Individual residents will continue to hold the same power of
citizenship, but neighborhood associations can bring neighborhood issues to the
City in a more cohesive way.

Another benefit is building neighborhood cohesiveness through cooperative
action, such as social activities, neighborhood safety and security actions, and
park clean-ups.

It is important to note that neighborhood associations are strictly voluntary. Each
neighborhood and each individual will determine its own priorities and desired
level of activity.



Mission and Formation of Neighborhood Identification Steering Committee

The mission of the committee was to design a citizen-input process for setting
boundaries and names of neighborhoods in Edina. Based on the citizen input,
the committee was asked to recommend boundaries and names for
neighborhoods. The target completion date was set for December 2012.

The staff involved with this initiative include:
Karen Kurt, Assistant City Manager

Susan Howl, Executive Assistant

Ariel Klugman, City Manager Intern

The staff published an article in the Edina Sun Current to solicit volunteers for the
Committee. The following people were selected for the Committee. Their home
guadrant is also listed.

Dick Brozic - Northeast
Bruce Carlson — Northwest
Bright Dornblaser - Northeast
Laura Ericksen - Northeast
Rob Erickson - Southwest
Paula Harter - Southwest
Jennifer Janovy — Northeast
Hope Melton - Northeast
Bob Miller - Northeast

Bob Moore - Southeast
Gene Persha - Southeast

The parameters used for selecting the Committee included the willingness and
ability of the Committee member to address the entire City, rather than a specific
neighborhood, availability to attend meetings, and a commitment to stay with the
project through completion.

The first order of business was to elect a Chair and Co-Chair. Hope Melton was
elected Chair, and Dick Brozic was elected Co-Chair.

The Committee established:

Frequency of NISC meetings needed to accomplish goals
Ways to reach and engage Edina residents

Number and dates of public meetings

Gathering of information and preparation of the final report

Citizen-Input Process

The Committee implemented a citizen-input process, asking Edina residents to
identify existing neighborhood associations, what they believe to be their own
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neighborhood boundaries and suggestions of names. A press release was
issued on April 9, 2012, and subsequently, articles appeared in the Edina Sun
Current and the Star Tribune.

A blog was started and surveys were included in “The About Town” magazine
and on the City web-site. Posters announcing the initiative were hung in five
locations: Edina Senior Center, Hughes Pavilion, Edina Art Center, Edina
Community Library, and the Southdale Library.

Three “Name Your Neighborhood” community engagement meetings were held
on May 30, July 11, and September 12 at the Edina Senior Center.

Between each of the citizen-input meetings, the NISC met to discuss the
information received at the meetings, all new blog and web site postings, and any
other comments made by Edina residents. All of the information was considered
when drawing and redrawing neighborhood boundaries, and in selecting
neighborhood names.

In addition to the Committee and the staff, there were 27 residents at the first
meeting. After a short Power Point presentation, the residents were divided into
their quadrants, and then into groups of three to six. The Commitee members of
their respective quadrants led the community meetings. Using blank maps, the
participants drew lines where the citizens collectively agreed on neighborhood
boundaries. They also gave suggestions for the names of the neighborhoods.

There were 42 residents at the second meeting. Again, the residents were split
into their quadrants, and then into subgroups to discuss the neighborhood
boundaries and names.

There were 48 residents at the third meeting, which was held as a city-wide
meeting. Maps of the recommended neighborhood boundaries and their names
were posted. Chair Melton and Co- Chair Brozic presided over the meeting. After
a brief overview of the processes used to date, the residents were invited to
make statements. These statements were heard and recorded. To finalize the
meeting, the Committee members gave a brief summary of the concerns for their
respective quadrants.

General Concerns of Residents

Some of the general concerns of the residents included:
e Why are we creating neighborhood associations?
How much will this cost the City?
Will our property taxes be increased?
Will this impact property values?
How will existing associations and neighborhood groups be affected?
Whose idea was this?



e Will this divide, rather than unite Edina?

These concerns were discussed by the Committee and considered as part of the
boundary and naming process.

Criteria Used for Determining Neighborhood Boundaries and Names

The City was initially divided into four quadrants: Northeast, Northwest,
Southeast, and Southwest. These quadrants are separated by Highway 100 and
Highway 62.

To further divide the City into neighborhoods, other considerations included
natural dividers such as busy streets, creeks, and wooded areas. Existing
associations were contacted for input.

Size/population was also considered an important element for dividing the
neighborhoods. If a neighborhood was too small, it was determined that it would
not be viable due to a lack of willing participants. Ultimately, the NISC
determined, as a guideline, the size of the neighborhoods should be between
200 households and 1,000 households.

The criteria used for naming the neighborhoods included:
Recommendations from residents

Neighborhood signs

Neighborhood parks

Plat and development names

Historical areas

Lakes

Natural resources

Schools

Street names

Conclusion

In conclusion, the attached neighborhood boundaries and names are being
recommended as a result of an extensive citizen-input process.
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12/04/2012

Neighborhood Communities Data

Sorted by Parcels

Name Quadrant |Population |Parcels Dwelling
Promenade 1007 27 1049
Pentagon Park 0 36 0
50th and France INE | 47 41 54
Parklawn 1133 42 450
Edinborough 1125 53 1701
Cahill 0 102 0
Southdale 2008 120 2008
Centennial Lakes 521 127 344
Creek Valley SW 355 165

White Oaks NE 422 179

Indian Trails SW 515 195

Interlachen Park NW 474 208

Lake Edina IsE | 578 255

Fox Meadow NW 687 273

Grandview NW 1336 295

Strachauer Park NE 822 310

Braemar Hills SW 724 311

Golf Terrace NE 1012 350

Brookview Heights SW 931 352

The Heights SW 1037 361

Arden Park NE 1102 368

Indian Hills SW 915 370

Prospect Knolls SW 1259 380

Highlands NW 1089 386

Dewey Hill SwW 1379 390

Birchcrest NW 1079 399

Todd Park NW 1168 399

Melody Lake NW 1100 402

Minnehaha Woods NE 1100 407

Londonderry NW 1503 411

Presidents NW 919 437

Normandale Park SW 1411 468

South Cornelia _ 1403 482

Pamela Park NE 1329 527

Concord NE 1530 586

Lake Cornelia sE ] 1667 654

Greater Country Club  |NE 1972 692

Morningside NE 1852 700

Parkwood Knolls NW 2429 825

Chowen Park NE 1897 837

Countryside NW 2134 866
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Final Report and Recommendation
Neighborhood Identification Steering Committee

Northeast Quadrant

The Neighborhood Identification
Steering Committee’s final report and
recommendation. Presented the Edina
City Council work session on
December 4th, 2012.
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“ Christian
QrhhaAanld
DULITUUT
T ]
Golden
Years
Montessor
Morningside
Est PGJ;\)I:HM@&Z

Est Parcefs: 700

'“ White Oaks

Greater Country Club Est Pop: 422
Est Pop: 1972 Est Parcels: 179

Est Parcels: 692

St Stephens
Episcopal

50th and France
Est Pop: 47

City
Hall
Golf Terrace
Est Pop: 1012
Est Parcels: 350
Harvey
Lake
Colony
Park
Baptist
Normandale
& Elementary é
Southview
R Jr High
Edina
Community
Center
Concord
School
] é
Concord

Est Pop:1530
Est Parcels: 586

I : Edina Est Parcels: 41
Covengt Est Units: 54

Arden Park
Est Pop: 1102

Est Parcels: 368

Grace :
Church

i
@ , . StPeters Lutheran nm

Church.& School m

Edina
Community
Lutheran Church

Minnehaha Woods
Est Pop: 1100
Est Parcels: 407

Pamela Park

Pamela Park
Est Pop: 1329
Est P Is: 527

Lake
Pamela

i

Chowen Park
Est Pop: 1897

k Est Parcels: 837

Strachauer Park
Est Pop: 822
Est Parcels: 310

Strachauer Pl/

NE Neighborhood Communities

Visit SpeakupEdina.org
To provide additional feedback

W

S

Engineering Dept
October, 2012
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Final Report and Recommendation
Neighborhood Identification Steering Committee

Northwest Quadrant

The Neighborhood Identification
Steering Committee’s final report and
recommendation. Presented the Edina
City Council work session on
December 4th, 2012.
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NW Neighborhood Communities w

Visit SpeakupEdina.org
To provide additional feedback

S

Engineering Dept
October, 2012
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Final Report and Recommendation
Neighborhood Identification Steering Committee

Southeast Quadrant

The Neighborhood Identification
Steering Committee’s final report and
recommendation. Presented the Edina
City Council work session on
December 4th, 2012.
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Final Report and Recommendation
Neighborhood Identification Steering Committee

Southwest Quadrant

The Neighborhood Identification
Steering Committee’s final report and
recommendation. Presented the Edina
City Council work session on
December 4th, 2012.
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Final Report and Recommendation
Neighborhood Identification Steering Committee

APPENDIX

The Neighborhood Identification
Steering Committee’s final report and
recommendation. Presented the Edina
City Council work session on
December 4th, 2012.
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Name your Neighborhood
Project Communication
Plan and Selected Articles

Final Report and Recommendation
Neighborhood Identification Steering Committee

The Neighborhood Identification

Steering Committee’s final report and
recommendation. Presented the Edina

City Council work session on

December 4th, 2012. 137
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o
/WJ NISC Communication Plan

Promotional Materials | Date Responsibility Check Off
Develop Brand 4/25 NISC Done
Poster 5/10 Karen/ Publicity Team Done
Postcards 5/10 Karen/Publicity Team Done

Publicity Activities

| Date
Before Meetings

Responsibility

Check Off

Agenda:Edina promo (Channel 16) 12/1/11 | Karen Done
Agenda:Edina promo (Channel 16) 1/1 Karen Done
Website/Survey 4/1 Karen Done
Facebook/ Survey 4/6 Karen Done
City Extra Set up 4/6 Karen Done
Survey Press Release 4/12 Karen Done
Website update with meeting locations 4/28 Karen Done
Blog set up with assignments for May 4/28 Karen/Publicity Team Done
Contact Jerry’s for poster display 4/28 Susan Done
City Extra addresses set up 5/1 Susan/Intern Done
City Extra blast thanking participation in 5/7 Karen Done
survey, announcing meeting dates and blog

Draft story for About Town summer issue 5/7 Karen Done
Press release for 5/30 meeting 5/7 Karen Done
Faith community email list 5/10 Publicity Team Gene
Scott Neal to blog on effort 5/10 Karen Done
Agenda:Edina promo (Channel 16) 5/15 Susan/Hope Done
Distribute Poster 5/15 Communications Done
Facebook Meeting Promo 5/15 Susan Done
City Extra blast re: May 30™ meeting 5/15 Susan Done
Call individuals on phone contacts only list | 5/15 Susan Done
Electronic sign request 5/15 Susan Done

May 30 Meeting
Postcards/ Ask meeting members to recruit | 5/30 NISC Done
Blog assignments for June 6/1 Karen Done
Press release for 7/11 meeting 6/15 Karen Karen
City Extra blast 6/25 Susan Done
Electronic sign request 6/25 Susan Done
Blog assignments for July 6/29 Karen Done
Agenda:Edina promo (Channel 16) 7/1 Karen Done
Facebook meeting promo 7/9 Susan Done
July 11 Meeting
Blog assignments for August 7127 Karen Done
Agenda:Edina promo (Channel 16) 8/1 Karen Done
Press release for 9/12 meeting 8/15 Karen Done
City Extra blast 8/29 Karen Done
Electronic sign request 8/29 Susan Done
Blog assignments for September 8/29 Karen Done
Facebook Meeting Promo 9/5 Susan Done
September 12 Meeting

Update city website 9/20 Karen Done
City Extra blast (next steps) 9/20 Karen Done
Blog Assignments- October 9/29 Karen Done
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Edina residents critique draft neighborhood maps

By Lisa Kaczke on July 17,2012 at 1:35 pm

Edina is a step closer to having established neighborhood names and boundaries.

More than 50 residents met at the Edina Senior Center Wednesday, July 11, to give their input on draft
neighborhood maps.

The Neighborhood Identification Steering Committee drew two options for neighborhoods based on
input received from a survey in April, which had a 20 percent return rate, and at the first community
meeting in May.

The steering committee is continuing to gather comments on the maps. The maps can be viewed by
clicking on the Name Your Neighborhood link on the right-hand side of speakupedina.org/discussion.
Comments on the maps can also be given on speakupedina.org.

“The more people who comment, the better,” Committee Chair Hope Melton said.

The steering committee will create more detailed maps based on comments for a third public meeting
at 6:30 p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 12, at the Edina Senior Center. The objective of the projectis to
establish neighborhoods and allow them to create city-recognized, but voluntary, neighborhood
associations.

The goal of the neighborhood associations is to form better communication with the city and also
increase safety, Committee Vice Chair Dick Brozic said.

Residents broke into four groups depending on where they lived to discuss the two draft maps for 45
minutes and discussion in most of the groups focused on issues involving neighborhood proximity to
schools and parks.

Attendees at the meeting were also concerned if new neighborhoods would affect already-established
neighborhoods or neighborhood associations such as Country Club or Morningside. Some groups also
discussed concerns regarding a lack of participation from most Edina residents in the process thus far
and whether established neighborhoods are needed in Edina.

Residents from northwest Edina listed several concerns they had about the maps. They wondered if
Cascade Falls should be a separate neighborhood from Morningside and noted that the Mirror Lake
area is part of the Highlands neighborhood association.

A concern the residents in northwestern Edina have is children in some of the neighborhoods wouldn’t
be attending the same schools. Part of the northwest quadrant is in the Hopkins school district.

One resident also expressed concern that the park in which most of the children in the neighborhood
play is included in a different neighborhood while a park they rarely play in is included within the
neighborhood boundaries.

In the southwest quadrant, residents decided the Indian Hills area should be divided in two, with the

northern half called Indian Hills and the southern half called Indian Trails.
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Chapel Hill is already established as a neighborhood with an association. Thirty-seven homes off
Creek Valley Road have already formed a neighborhood association that they would like to continue.

No conclusion was reached in the Prospect Knolls and Braemar areas.

Residents from northeastern Edina preferred map two, which does not include the homes in the sliver
between the St. Louis Park boundary and West 44th Street in the Morningside neighborhood. On map
two, those houses are included in the Cascade Falls neighborhood on west side of Highway 100.

The residents in the northeast quadrant would also like to have the smaller neighborhoods on the
southern end of the quadrant that are drawn on map two. They also agreed that 50th and France should
be its own neighborhood.

The five residents attending the meeting from southeastern Edina decided they like option two for the
southeast quadrant of the city.

Southdale Center creates a unique area with condos, businesses and the mall. The concern was the
high density around the Southdale Center area causing a neighborhood to become too large. They
also questioned whether residents in the Southdale area would even want to organize a neighborhood
association.

They agreed the area around Southdale needs to be broken down into three neighborhoods because a
neighborhood should be small enough that residents can walk through it and meet their neighbors.

They were also concerned about the cohesiveness of the neighborhoods in southeastern Edina and
wanted to consider where children lived in proximity to the parks, swimming pool and schools when
drawing neighborhood boundaries.

Discussion in the southeast quadrant group delved into the safety concerns they had for pedestrians
around the Southdale Center and whether the renovations of Southdale are a good idea.
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‘Pioneers’ creating Edina neighborhood lines

By Lisa Kaczke on
June 5, 2012 at 12:55 pm

Edina residents have completed the first step in creating boundaries and names for the
neighborhoods within the city limits.

About 20 people gathered to discuss possible boundaries and names in the first public meeting of
the Neighborhood Identification Steering Committee. After a brief introduction to the goal of the
project, they were broken into four smaller groups for discussion based on where they lived within
the city.

The second public committee meeting is scheduled for 6:30 p.m., July 11, at the Edina Senior
Center. Maps with potential neighborhood boundaries and names are expected to be shown and
discussed by residents during the second meeting.

The objective is to have neighborhoods and businesses voluntarily create city-recognized
neighborhood associations, committee Chair Hope Melton told the crowd. By doing so, Edina will
give its residents a sense of place and a historical context for their neighborhood and the city.

The benefit of creating a neighborhood association is to foster communication and create two-
way communication between the neighborhood and the city. The associations won’t speak on
behalf of all residents on issues and residents are encouraged to speak at meetings, she said.
Membership is voluntary and members will determine their association’s agenda.

Residents broke into groups based on the quadrants of Edina, divided by Highway 62 and Highway
100. The majority of residents at the meeting were from northeast and southwest Edina while four
people were from the northwest quadrant and one attended from the southeast area of Edina.

“You are the pioneers,” committee Vice Chair Dick Brozic told them.

The responses from a survey completed by about 200 residents in April will also be taken into
account in creating the boundaries and names. Melton said they received good information from
the survey responses that will be used. Most of the responses came from residents living in
northeast Edina, where organized neighborhood associations already exist, Assistant City
Manager Karen Kurt said. The fewest came from residents living in southeast Edina.

Most of the responses were positive and people wrote they were excited about the opportunity.
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The committee received a handful of negative comments that included concerns the
neighborhood associations would add another layer of government and concerns that creating
neighborhood boundaries would divide Edina, Kurt said.

Committee members are expecting residents will wait to form neighborhood associations until the
end of the process, when the committee makes a recommendation to the Edina City Council for
approval in November, Kurt said.

She said with the tight-knit community in Edina, she could see neighborhood associations become
popular. St. Louis Park, which has undergone the same process to form neighborhoods, has some
strong associations and some that ebb and flow depending on leadership, she said.

The committee sees a few challenges to creating the associations, such as existing multi-family
building associations or apartment buildings where residents are more transitory, she said.
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The puzzle of city borders

By Lisa Kaczke on July 24, 2012 at 4:19 pm

The Browndale Park neighborhood in St. Louis Park
encompasses more than 500 homes with an active
neighborhood association.

Crossing the border south into Edina, a small sliver
between Edina’s northern border and West 44th Street
is all that exists of the Browndale Park area.

“It's no man’s land,” Edina Historical Society Executive
Director Marci Matson said.

It's not a part of the Morningside neighborhood to the
northeast or the Country Club neighborhood to the

south. Highway 100 borders it on the west and Children ran around the bases during the
Wooddale Avenue borders it on the east. As an Edina Summer Sampler held by St. Louis Park Parks
steering committee works to create formalized and Recreation Department at Browndale Park
neighborhoods, it isn’t sure to what larger on Thursday, July 19. Edina’s Browndale Park
neighborhood it should be attached. is four blocks south. (Photo by Lisa Kaczke —

Sun Newspapers)

Most of the homes in Edina’s section are literally on
the border — part in St. Louis Park and partin Edina.

Jeanne Anderson of the St. Louis Park Historical Society relayed the story of a St. Louis Park resident
and city council candidate who was considering purchasing one of the homes on the border, but
couldn’t because the bedroom in the house was located in Edina.

“He would be sleeping in Edina,” she said.

The puzzle of the evolution from Henry Brown’s 19th century farm to a neighborhood straddling a city
limit has caught the eye of historical researchers in St. Louis Park and Edina.

It came to the attention of Anderson when David Grobani, a San Francisco resident who formerly lived
in the area, was researching the Brookside neighborhood. Both Edina and St. Louis Park have
established Brookside neighborhoods. A map in the Edina Crier in 1931 called the “present
boundaries” identified the area of Browndale Park as Brookside.

“The map was driving us crazy,” Anderson said.

They've concluded that the map is mislabeled and the Brookside area never included the Browndale
Park area.

In a five-page story entitled “The Curious Case of Browndale Park,” Anderson outlines how both St.
Louis Park and Edina claimed Browndale Park as its own on maps between 1889 and 1916.

Edina Heritage Preservation Board member Peter Sussman theorizes the changes were the mistake
of map drawers grouping the entire neighborhood together and wasn’t the result the cities
misunderstanding where the city limit was. 145
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“The villages of Edina and St. Louis Park would each have been clearly aware of their boundaries,” he
said.

Sussman studied the history of the area in preparation for a walking tour of the homes recently.

The border between St. Louis Park and Edina in the Browndale Park neighborhood is a long-standing
property section line between Section 7 in St. Louis Park and Section 18 in Edina, although the legal
descriptions for the sections don’t describe which village it belongs to, he said.

What's a puzzle to Sussman is how the city limit came to be north of West 44th Street. If it stopped at
the sectionline, it should have stopped at West 46th Street where the section line was when the Village
of Edina succeeded from the Richfield Township in 1888, he said. It's a topic that he suggests should
be studied more.

Although an attempt to change the east-west section line hasn’t been made, the border between
Browndale Park in St. Louis Park on the west and Morningside in Edina on the east was changed in
the 1940s so it didn’t travel straight south through properties, Anderson said. This change caused the
jagged diagonal city limit along Wooddale Avenue between Edina and St. Louis Park that exists today.

Sussman said it's interesting that one border was changed to travel around properties while another
has remained status quo through properties.

Frank and Florence Mackey bought from Brown in 1909 the area of future Browndale Park. When
looking up the 1909 plat filed with Hennepin County, Sussman noticed that it reads, “Accepted and
approved by the Village Council of Saint Louis Park” with no mention of Edina.

Matson, Sussman and Anderson agree that the city limit as it stands now was already in existence by
that time and the Mackeys probably ignored it when platting properties that lay in both cities.

“Unfortunately, the Mackeys didn’'t work with the villages on the boundary and it has been an ongoing
problem for more than 100 years for any house on the line,” Sussman said.

Sussman, an architect by trade, added that it causes confusion when houses need permits. “Whoever
ignored it, if they ignored it, they didn’t do any future residents any favors.”

Although it may present small difficulties to homeowners, Edina Assessor Bob Williams hasn’t
received complaints regarding how the properties are assessed. There are 17 properties that are in
both St. Louis Park and Edina, according to Williams.

No other area in Edina is like that in terms of residential properties. Edina does a few commercial
parcels that are on the border with Eden Prairie and Bloomington. St. Louis Park has a few properties
on the north side of Interstate 394 that also lie on a city limit.

Taxes are assessed based on how much of the property is located in the city and the assessors in the
St. Louis Park and Edina coordinate so they are on the same page, Wiliams said.

“The border is the border,” St. Louis Park Assessor Cory Bultema said.

Borders like the one in Browndale Park are common in metro areas. City, county and school district
boundaries aren’t uniform, Bultema said.

“‘When it comes down to it, there’s so much crossover for which parcel belongs to which city,” he said.

Matson explained that a century ago, they didn't hayg permits and only paid some taxes. The borders



really only mattered for voting, she said.

Residents living along Edina’s borders may identify more with neighboring cities than with Edina
because they use the stores or schools in another city, Matson said.

“It's no big deal. Where we are, you might have Minneapolis water, an Edina phone number and a St.
Louis Park zip code,” she said.
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Minnesota Monthly Offers Creative Edina Neighborhood Names - Edina...
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The local publication suggests everything from 'Bling Springs' to 'Spraytanistan' for Edina's new

neighborhood names.
By Ryan Gauthier Email the author September 25, 2012
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Minnesota Monthly's suggested names for Edina's neighborhoods. Credit Minnesota Monthly

Well, at least they apologized ahead of time.

834 Patch Newsletter ~ Nearby Join  Sign In
More Stuff Q

Related Topics: City of Edina, Edina,
Minnesota Monthly, Name Your Neighborhood
Project, Neighborhoods, names, and satire

Minnesota Monthly recently put together a tongue-in-cheek graphic offering some "friendly" suggestions for the City of Edina's ongoing

neighborhood naming project. Please note the names are pretty heavy on the satire, akin to something you'd find in the New Yorker.

Considering the names include such gems as "Botoxia" and "Trophy Wife Terrace," it's probably for the best they went ahead and offered an apology

beforehand.

Edina's Name Your Neighborhood Project has been going on for quite some time, with a finalized map recently submitted for resident comment.
While neighborhood names like "Lake Edina" and "Greater Country Club" lack the punch of Minnesota Monthly's creations, they are undoubtedly a lot

less offensive as well.

Like Edina Patch on Facebook | Follow us on Twitter | Sign up for our daily newsletter

Email me updates about this story.

Enter your email address

Keep me posted
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West news briefs: Residents can weigh
in on Edina neighborhood map

October 16, 2012 - 9:07 AM

EDINA

Residents can weigh in on neighborhood map

Edina residents have a chance to weigh in on a proposed citywide map of neighborhoods.

The map is available at www.edinamn.gov, as well as at the Edina Senior Center, the Edina Arts Center, the Edina Public
Library, the Southdale-Hennepin Area Library and City Hall.

The proposed map is the culmination of several months of work by a volunteer committee that has gathered information
through surveys, meetings and other efforts. It is collecting additional input through Saturday. Comment at
www.SpeakUpEdina.org/discussions or by writing to Name Your Neighborhood, Edina City Hall, 4801 W. 50th St., Edina
55424.

The committee is expected to make a recommendation to City Council in December, and the council is expected to act in
January, on the map and the names assigned to the neighborhoods.

When the map is completed, residents will have a chance to join city-recognized neighborhood associations.
For more information, go to www.edinamn.gov or call 952-927-8861.

EDINA

Food drive runs through Oct. 31

All three Edina Liquor stores are offering a 10 percent cash discount to customers who contribute five or more food items for
Volunteers Enlisted to Assist People (VEAP) through Oct. 31.

Edina Liquor also will ask customers at checkout if they would like to donate $1 to VEAP, which will be added to their
purchase total.

VEAP serves low-income, senior and disabled people in Edina, Bloomington, Richfield and south Minneapolis.

BLOOMINGTON
Southtown Halloween 'Boo Bash' Oct. 27
Southtown Shopping Center in Bloomington will have a Halloween "Boo Bash" from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 27.

Kids can pick a pumpkin from Southtown's pumpkin patch -- one free per child while they last. They can also enjoy trick or
treating, art activities and games.

For more information, go to www.southtownblooming ton.com.

ST. LOUIS PARK

Friends of Arts plan Town Hall meeting

St. Louis Park Friends of the Arts will hold a Town Hall meeting for the arts at 7 p.m. on Oct. 25 at City Hall.

The purpose is to provide an overview of all the arts organizations, programs and activities happening in St. Louis Park, and
to hear from community members about what they value about the arts and what role they would like the arts to play in the
city.

The meeting will be led by Carlo Cuesta of Creation in Common, a local consulting firm for nonprofit organizations.
For additional information, go to www.slpfriendsofthearts .org.

EXCELSIOR

Kids' Halloween show at Old Log Theater

The comic Medicine Show Music Company will headline a special Halloween show at 2 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 27, at the Old
Log Theater.

The Medicine Show will present nonstop singing, dancing, magic, juggling and comedy. The show will feature juggler Craig
Carlson.

The show is meant for the whole family. Come dressed up in your neatest Halloween costume.
Tickets are $10. For more information and reservations, go to www.oldlog.com or call 952-474-5951.
STAFF REPORTS
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What'’s in a name? Plenty, Edina finds

Article by: MARY JANE SMETANKA
Star Tribune
September 9, 2012 - 5:59 PM

Penny Reed's Edina neighborhood is quiet and leafy. But until now, it never had a name. Reed simply told people who asked
that she lived in the nook of land that is south of the Crosstown and west of Hwy. 100.

So what did she think about a proposal to call the neighborhood "Normandale?"
"Sounds like Bloomington," Reed said last week. "It just doesn't make sense."

As Edina divides the city into neighborhoods, it's finding that it isn't always easy to settle on neighborhood names. City
officials hope that dividing the city into formal neighborhoods will encourage residents to form neighborhood associations,
much as they do in St. Louis Park and Minneapolis. That should make it easier to communicate with residents about intensely
local concerns.

While city officials say setting boundaries for neighborhoods has been the most challenging issue, naming the 42 areas on
the map has perhaps been the more creative part of the job.

The City Council, which is expected to approve a neighborhood plan in January, recognized the emotions connected to the
issue by saying that even after boundaries are set, neighborhoods will have some time to propose a new name if they don't
like the one they have.

Assistant City Manager Karen Kurt, who is leading the project, has a straightforward standard for names: They should
provide a point of reference, and the community should identify with them.

That wasn't a problem in Morningside, which was once a village, Country Club, which is a historic district, and Centennial
Lakes. Other areas had ties to dominant geographic markers such as schools and parks: Highlands, Edinborough, Chowen,
Pamela, Arden, Cornelia and others.

But what about the areas without landmarks? How to describe a place, a feeling, an identity, a neighborhood?

On a city website that invited residents to respond to proposed names, one man wrote that Valley Vista and Edina Valley
Estates sounded "pretentious.” (Both have since been dropped; the area is now called Creek Valley.) Another resident hinted
that she'd like names that had the charm of those in St. Louis Park and Minneapolis.

And then there was Reed, responding to the suggested name "Normandale."

"Seriously?" she wrote. "You have Valleys, Heights, Hills, Knolls, Creeks, etc. but this section is just 'Normandale.' Have you
checked the elevation here?"

Reed is happier with the latest suggestion of Normandale Park, which she said at least has a geographic tie to the local park.
But she is bothered that a defining feature in her neighborhood -- the hills -- aren't acknowledged in the name.

"We are higher up," she said. "We're more than just the 'Normandale."
No more South Harriet Park?

Hope Melton, chair of the city's Neighborhood Identification Steering Committee, said she hoped that names had "a
personality, a character. Once you get that, it's a self-reinforcing thing. Neighborhoods get personalities over time."

Naming was a bit easier in the east half of the city, where neighborhoods such as White Oaks have long histories and others
have major features such as Southdale or the Promenade. Some names were linked to the themes in street names, like
Indian Hills, where streets bear the names of tribes, and Highlands, where many roads have Scottish names.

Bruce Carlson, a Highlands resident who concentrated on defining neighborhoods in the city's northwest corner, said he isn't
sure about Presidents, where the streets bear the names of U.S. leaders.

"We have struggled with that a bit, do people identify with that?" he asked.

Edina East, which one resident criticized for its generic sound, was dropped when the committee decided it didn't want any
neighborhood names to start with the name of the city.

South Harriet Park, a hot real estate spot in the city's northeast quadrant where teardowns are common, isn't on the map.
Although the name is freely used, especially by real estate agents, no one agrees on exactly where it is, Carlson said. On the
map, the two neighborhoods in the area are called Arden Park and Minnehaha Woods.

One name gets booted

Then there is Richmond Hills. Berge Hansen, who has lived in that area in the center of the city for 44 years, was not
impressed when he saw the name on a draft map on the city's website.

"l don't know where they came up with that," he said. "l never heard of Richmond Hills."

Richmond Hills apparently is the name of the original subdivision. Another reason the name fell flat was because residents
first heard it in connection with unpopular street assessments that originally topped $16,000 per property.

Now the area's proposed name is Melody Lake, which is the name of a pond and park.
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"That is fine," Hansen said. "That was one of my original suggestions."
Mary Jane Smetanka « 612-673-7380 Twitter: @smetan

© 2011 Star Tribune
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Name your Neighborhood
Project PowerPoint
Presentations

Final Report and Recommendation
Neighborhood Identification Steering Committee

The Neighborhood Identification

Steering Committee’s final report and
recommendation. Presented the Edina

City Council work session on

December 4th, 2012. 153
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May 30, 2012
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1. Why Neighborhood Associations?
2. Name Your Neighborhood Project
3. Small Group Exercise

4. Next Steps
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Greater City Objective
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Identify and Name City Interaction with : Y "
: : City-Recognized
Neighborhoods Neighborhood :
D Neighborhood
Associations S
Associations
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Why is the City Interested?

Neighborhoods create a sense
of place and provide a
historical context for the area
and the City at large.

| | CityofEdina.com |
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Why is the City Interested? &

ks

Neighborhood Associations
are residents and property
owners working together to
make the neighborhood a
better place to live, learn, play,
raise a family and do business.

By promoting neighborhood
associations, the City is building

civic infrastructure and
promoting community
engagement.

| | CityofEdina.com |
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Benefits of Neighborhood Associations

Foster Communication

e Distribute information so that residents can make informed
decisions.

* Foster two way communication between neighborhood and
City government

e Create smaller venues for interaction

Neighborhood associations will not be assumed to speak on
behalf of all residents or property owners. Individuals are still

encouraged to present their own viewpoint during the City’s
public input process.

| | CityofEdina.com |
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Two Way Communication Model

Neighborhood association
communicates resident ideas
and concerns to City

City asks neighborhood
association to communicate
need for input or assistance on
an area issue or project

| | CityofEdina.com |
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CITY OF EDINA

Benefits of Neighborhood Associations
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Build Community through Cooperative Action
* Organize voluntary projects based on community interests.

* Support other City programs such as adopt-a-park,
neighborhood watch and night to unite.

* Promote social activities

* Work to ensure neighborhood safety and security

Neighborhood associations are strictly voluntary. Each

neighborhood association will determine its own priorities
and desired level of activity.

| | CityofEdina.com |
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Associations

Neighborhood Associations:

*  Membership is open to all
residents and property owners in
neighborhoods but participation
is voluntary.

* Dues, if any, are voluntary

* No legal authority to enact or
enforce maintenance or design
requirements

*  Democratic process with
established bylaws.

Neighborhood Associations vs. Homeowners
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Homeowners Associations:

*  Membership is mandatory within
a development

¢ Usually mandatory dues are
charged

¢ Have legal authority to enact and
enforce maintenance and design
requirements

*  Formed as corporations with

formal bylaws and governing
board

| | CityofEdina.com |
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2. Name Your Neighborhood Project
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Opportunity to
Voluntarily Form City-
Recognized
Neighborhood
Associations

Identify and Develop Policies for
Name City Interaction with
. Neighborhood
Neighborhoods Associations
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Name Your Neighborhood Project Steps S

Community Meeting : Introduction and Begin May 30, 2012

Brainstorming

Community Meeting : Discuss Options by July 11, 2012
Geographic Area '

Community Meeting: Review Recommended City- JET=TOG 1] o1= gk VAPV P
Wide Map

Report Findings to the City Council November, 2012

Meetings will be held at the Senior Center
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161



ZARA I
=

CITY OF EDINA

1
(@ )
D Py N
Examples =

Wertw o Hills
g Mo il
4 TN

e

g

Lake Furest

B, Fark Fem Hul

St. Louis Park, -
Minnesota i

CityofEdina.com

CITY OF EDINA

Examples

Redwood City,
California

CityofEdina.com

162



CITY OF EDINA (@“‘ﬁ")u

2. Small Group Exercise
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Divide by Quadrant

CityofEdina.com

163



CITY OF EDINA (ﬁ)u

o)

Small Group Assignment

* Break into groups of 3-5

* Outline the neighborhoods you see in your quadrant
— Make sure that everyone has a neighborhood. No gaps!
— Give your neighborhoods names

* Use the flip chart to write any criteria you used in your
decision-making process or other thoughts you want to share

* Map your results to share with larger group!

There are no right or wrong answers...Have fun!

| | CityofEdina.com |
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3. Next Steps
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Ideas from

Today Other Maps

Develop
Options for
Each
Quadrant
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Name Your Neighborhood Project Steps S

Community Meeting : Introduction and Begin May 30, 2012

Brainstorming

Community Meeting : Discuss Options by July 11, 2012
Geographic Area '

Community Meeting: Review Recommended City- JET=TOG 1] o1= gk VAPV P
Wide Map

Report Findings to the City Council November, 2012

Meetings will be held at the Senior Center

| | CityofEdina.com |
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Bring Your Friends!

Please help us to spread the
word about this project!

Watch for more information
and follow our blog at:

www.cityofedina.com

Next meeting is July 11 * 6:30pm * Senior Center

Thanks for Participating!

| | CityofEdina.com |
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Community Meeting
July 11, 2012

CityofEdina.com

’ CITY OF EDINA

Introductions

CityofEdina.com
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Agenda

1. Name Your Neighborhood Project
2. Small Group Exercise
3. Next Steps
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1. Name Your Neighborhood Project
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168



CITY OF EDINA

Name Your Neighborhood Project

Opportunity to
Voluntarily Form City-
Recognized
Neighborhood
Associations

Identify and Develop Policies for
City Interaction with
: Name Neighborhood
Neighborhoods Associations

| | CityofEdina.com |
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Name Your Neighborhood Project Steps

Community Meeting : Introduction and Begin May 30, 2012
Brainstorming

Community Meeting : Discuss Options by July 11, 2012
Geographic Area

Community Meeting: Review Recommended City- September 12, 2012

Wide Map

Report Findings to the City Council November, 2012

Meetings will be held at the Senior Center
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Examples

Friendly
Acres

Redwood City,
California
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Steering Committee Develops Options

Information
Survey Results About Existing
Associations

Ideas From Last
Community
Meeting Develop

Options for
Each
Quadrant

Other Maps

| | CityofEdina.com |

' CITY OF EDINA

Criteria Used by the Steering Committee

* Size/viability

* Natural boundaries

* Roadways

¢ Access

* Current neighborhood associations
* History

¢ Access

* Distinct features

And Your Feedback!

| | CityofEdina.com |
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2. Small Group Exercise

CityofEdina.com

’ CITY OF EDINA

Divide by Quadrant

CityofEdina.com
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Small Group Assignment

* Break into groups of 3-5

¢ Facilitators will view map options

* Note your feedback on comment cards
¢ Share your comments with group

* Facilitators will use flip chart to record themes and
recommendations for the quadrant.

e Facilitators will collect comment cards.

There are no right or wrong answers...Have fun!

| | CityofEdina.com |
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3. Next Steps
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Name Your Neighborhood Project Steps

Community Meeting : Introduction and Begin May 30, 2012
Brainstorming

Community Meeting : Discuss Options by July 11,2012
Geographic Area

Community Meeting: Review Recommended City- September 12, 2012
Wide Map

Report Findings to the City Council November, 2012

Meetings will be held at the Senior Center

| | CityofEdina.com |

CITY OF EDINA

Stay for the Open House!

Interested in a looking at
options for other areas of the

city?

Tour the maps posted along
the walls and share your
additional ideas before you
leave!

Name of Neighborhoods SE Option 1

o

| | CityofEdina.com |
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Bring Your Friends!

Please help us to spread the
word about this project!

Watch for more information
and follow our blog at:

www.cityofedina.com

Next meeting is September 12 * 6:30pm * Senior Center

Thanks for Participating!

CityofEdina.com
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Community Meeting
September 12, 2012
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Introductions

CityofEdina.com
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Greater City Objective

o Opportunity to
Identify and Name Qevelop POI.'C'eS f.or Voluntarily Form
. City Interaction with : : o
Neighborhood o : City-Recognized Civic
o Civic Neighborhood :
Communities e Neighborhood
Associations S
Associations
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Agenda

1. Why Define Neighborhood Communities?
2. Why Civic Neighborhood Associations?
3. Name Your Neighborhood Input Process

4. City Neighborhood Community Map Review and Comment
5. Next Steps

| | CityofEdina.com |
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1. Why Define Neighborhood Communities?
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’ CITY OF EDINA

Why Define Neighborhood Communities?

Neighborhoods create a sense
of place and provide a
historical context for the area
and the City at large.

Defining neighborhood
communities adds value with
or without civic neighborhood
associations

| | CityofEdina.com |
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Why Define Neighborhood Communities?

What is a neighborhood....

* Your street?

* Your subdivision?

* Your network of friends or social contacts?

* A homeowners or improvement association?

* An elementary school attendance area?

Everyone in this room would probably define their neighborhood

differently!

| | CityofEdina.com |

’ CITY OF EDINA

Why Define Neighborhood Communities?

A neighborhood community is But generally smaller
generally larger than: than...

* A few streets or blocks * An elementary

« A subdivision school attendance

arca

* A homeowners or improvement
association A precinct

* A historic area A walking shed

e A condo association

* A person’s network of neighborhood friends or contacts

* Some existing neighborhood associations

| | CityofEdina.com |
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Think larger than who
you invite to a
backyard BBQ ...

A neighborhood community should
cover the geographic area where you
(and your neighbors) want to have
input due to shared interests.

| | CityofEdina.com |

’ CITY OF EDINA

General Criteria for Neighborhood Communities s

* Common interests in a geographic area
* Size/viability

* Natural boundaries

* Roadways

¢ Access

* Current neighborhood associations

* History

* Distinct features

* No orphan areas

A key goal was to be inclusive versus exclusive.

| | CityofEdina.com |
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General Criteria for Neighborhood Communities

Bloomington, IN St. Louis Park, MN

g, [ A BT i ‘
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Everyone is part of a neighborhood community!

CityofEdina.com

’ CITY OF EDINA

Why Define Neighborhood Communities

Another important reason to define neighborhood communities

is to support the voluntary formation of Civic Neighborhood
Associations.

| | CityofEdina.com |
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2. Why Civic Neighborhood Associations?
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Why Civic Neighborhood Associations?

Civic Neighborhood
Associations are residents and
property owners working
together to make the
neighborhood a better place to
live, learn, play, raise a family
and do business.

By promoting civic
neighborhood associations, the

City is building civic
infrastructure and promoting
community engagement.

| | CityofEdina.com |
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Why Form or Join a Civic Neighborhood
Association?

Civic Neighborhood Associations
Foster Communication by...

ayorEdna

2011 Citizen

¢ Distributing information so that
residents can make informed
decisions.

+ Allowing two way
communication between
neighborhood and City
government

* Creating smaller venues for
interaction

What Can Civic Neighborhood Associations Do?ki =

In addition to the traditional public
input process, the City will look to
civic neighborhood associations to
provide input on:

* Long term area plans

* Requests for zoning changes

* Street redesign or reconstruction
¢ Park design or reconstruction

| | CityofEdina.com |
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Why Form or Join a Civic Neighborhood
Association?

Civic neighborhood association
communicates resident ideas
and concerns to City

City asks civic neighborhood
association to communicate
need for input or assistance on
an area issue or project

CityofEdina.com

CITY OF EDINA

Why Form or Join a Civic Neighborhood
Association?

Civic Neighborhood Associations Build Community
through Cooperative Action by...

¢ Organizing volunteer projects
based on community interests.

* Supporting other City programs
such as adopt-a-park,
neighborhood watch and night to
unite.

* Promoting social activities

*  Working to ensure neighborhood
safety and security

| | CityofEdina.com |
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What Would be Required to Form an Civic
Neighborhood Association?

Likely requirements include:

* Organizing meeting(s) to vote on formation, officers and
bylaws

* Bylaws that include:

— Membership is open to residents and businesses in the neighborhood
Officer roles

Voting procedures

Publicly-noticed annual meetings
— Non-discrimination clause

Specific requirements will be defined when the recognition
program launches in early 2013

| | CityofEdina.com |
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What Won’t Happen with Civic Neighborhood \\ =
Associations?
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’ CITY OF EDINA QE@ )

* No one will be forced to form or join a civic neighborhood
association

* No one will be forced to pay dues to belong to an association

* Civic neighborhood associations will not be delegated tasks by
the City
— Each association will determine its own agenda and priorities

— The City will offer the opportunity to provide input on neighborhood
projects

| | CityofEdina.com |
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What Won’t Happen with Civic Neighborhood
Associations?

Civic neighborhood associations
will not take the place of the
public input process for City
decisions

* Civic neighborhood
associations will not be assumed
to speak on behalf of all
residents or property owners.

* Individuals are still encouraged
to present their own viewpoint

CityofEdina.com
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What Won’t Happen with Civic Neighborhood \\“

GREUY

Associations? Civic
Neighborhood
Civic Neighborhood Associations
Associations won’t
take the place of Homeowners Lake
. L. Associations Associations
existing groups.

Civic associations can
successfully coexist
with other groups or
designations within
the geographic area

Neighborhood
Watch

Business
Associations

CityofEdina.com
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What Won’t Happen with Civic Neighborhood
Associations?

Match Boundaries

to Neighborhood
Become a Civic Community Map
Neighbor
Association Meet City’s
Existing Recognition

Neighborhood

Standards

Associations

No change

Continue as is :
required

Existing neighborhood associations have the option of becoming

a civic association or remaining as they are today.

CityofEdina.com

CITY OF EDINA

What Won’t Happen with Civic Neighborhood
Associations?

Civic Neighborhood Associations will not have the legal
standing of a Homeowners Association

Neighborhood Associations: Homeowners Associations:

*  Membership is open to all residents ~ © Membership is mandatory within a
and property owners in development
neighborhoods but participation is *  Usually mandatory dues are
voluntary. charged

* Dues, if any, are voluntary * Have legal authority to enact and

* No legal authority to enact or enforce enforce maintenance and design
maintenance or design requirements requirements

* Democratic process with established ¢ Formed as corporations with
bylaws. formal bylaws and governing board.
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3. Name Your Neighborhood Project
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Name Your Neighborhood Project

Opportunity to
Voluntarily Form City-
Recognized Civic

Identlfy and Develop Policies for
Name City Interaction with

Neighborhood Civic Neighborhood Neighborhood
Associations

Communities Associations
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CITY OF EDINA

Mission

With regard to neighborhood community boundaries and names:

* Design citizen input process for review by City Council
¢ Facilitate citizen input process

* Based on input, make city-wide recommendations with respect
to boundaries and names

Recommendations to be completed by the end of 2012 for

City Council consideration in early 2013.

| | CityofEdina.com |
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Name Your Neighborhood Project Steps

Community Meeting : Introduction and Begin May 30, 2012
Brainstorming

Community Meeting : Discuss Options by July 11, 2012
Geographic Area

Community Meeting: Review Recommended City- September 12, 2012

Wide Map

Report Findings to the City Council December, 2012
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Data Sources

Information

Survey Results About Existing
Associations

Speak Up, Edina!
Blogs and

Comment Cards Other Maps

Community Recommended
Meetings Neighborhood
Community
Map

Canvassing
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4. City Neighborhood Community Map Review
and Comment
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Quadrant Map Overviews

Committee Quadrant
Representatives will give a brief
overview of each proposed
quadrant map

Please hold questions and
comments until the
presentations are complete.

CITY OF EDINA

Southeast

Please hold questions and
comments until the
presentations are complete.

| | CityofEdina.com |
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Northeast

Please hold questions and
comments until the
presentations are complete.

CITY OF EDINA

Southwest

Please hold questions and
comments until the

presentations are complete.
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Northwest

Please hold questions and
comments until the
presentations are complete.

’ CITY OF EDINA

Review and Comments for this evening-

Purpose: Gather feedback on proposed city-wide neighborhood
map for review by the committee for final report

Audience comments:

* State name and address

¢ Identify quadrant you live in (if applicable)

* Identify quadrant you are commenting on

* 1 minute maximum; everyone needs a chance to comment!

* If you are unable or uncomfortable making a verbal comment
this evening, please complete a comment card and turn in prior
to leaving. All verbal, written and online comments will be part
of the report to the Council.

| | CityofEdina.com |
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’ CITY OF EDINA

Quadrant Map Summary

We are listening!

Committee Quadrant
Representatives will briefly
summarize themes from the
evenings comments.

’ CITY OF EDINA

5. Next Steps

| | CityofEdina.com |
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' CITY OF EDINA

Name Your Neighborhood Project Steps

Community Meeting : Introduction and Begin May 30, 2012
Brainstorming

Community Meeting : Discuss Options by July 11,2012
Geographic Area

Community Meeting: Review Recommended City- September 12, 2012
Wide Map

Report Findings to the City Council + December 4. 2012
Post on City Website '

City Council Consideration of Recommendations January 2013

| | CityofEdina.com |

CITY OF EDINA

196



Final Report and Recommendation
Neighborhood Identification Steering Committee

Survey Results

The Neighborhood Identification
Steering Committee’s final report and
recommendation. Presented the Edina
City Council work session on
December 4th, 2012.
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Neighborhood Identification and Naming Survey

As a first step toward identifying neighborhood names and boundaries, the Neighborhood
Identification Steering Committee developed a survey, which was published in the Spring 2012
edition of About Town and made available online. The survey asked:

Where do you live?

Does your neighborhood have a name? If yes, what is it?

What are the boundaries?

Avre there any neighborhood groups that should be made aware of our efforts?
What do you consider the be the central gathering place in your neighborhood?

194 residents completed the survey, providing 62 neighborhood names, 113 combinations of
neighborhood boundaries, and identifying 22 neighborhood groups.
A copy of the survey and accompanying article is attached.
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" FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Neighborhood identification process begins with survey

Edina, Minn., April 9, 2012 — The City of Edina is seeking input from residents on the identification and
naming of the community’s neighborhoods.

Through April 30, the City is conducting a survey, asking residents to share their thoughts about their
neighborhood’s boundaries, name and central gathering spot. The survey and information on the
neighborhood identification project can be found online at www.EdinaMN.gov or in the final pages of the
spring issue of City’s magazine, About Town.

The survey is the first step in a community engagement process that will include three city-wide meetings, to
be held May 30, July 11 and Sept. 12.The information gathered through the survey and community meetings
will be used to help map Edina’s neighborhoods with the eventual goal being the promotion of neighborhood
associations within the community. Neighborhood associations represent residents and property owners
working together to make the neighborhood a better place to live, learn, raise a family and do business. By
promoting neighborhood associations, the City hopes to build civic infrastructure and promote community
engagement. For more information on the neighborhood identification process, visit www.EdinaMN.gov or
call Assistant City Manager Karen Kurt, staff liaison to the City Council-appointed Neighborhood Identification
Steering Committee, at 952-826-0415. Correspondence to the committee can be sent to mail@EdinaMN.gov.

-30-
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Neighborhood Identification

And Naming Survey

Please complete each question in the space provided below. Your responses will be used by the Neighborhood
Identification Steering Committee to help identify neighborhood boundaries and names. You can also complete the
survey at www.EdinaMN.gov. Responses are due April 30, 2012.

What is your address or block number and street?
(For example, if you live at 4761 Terrace Drive, your block number and street would be “47XX Terrace Drive.”)

Does your neighborhood have a name? (Check one.)

O Yes. What is the name?

O No or Unsure. What should the name be?

How would you describe the boundaries of your neighborhood? (List street names or other boundary.)
North:

South:

East:

West:

Are there any neighborhood groups that should be made aware of our efforts? Please provide the name of the group and
contact information.

What do you consider to be the central gathering place for your neighborhood?

If you are interested in learning more about opportunities to participate in the neighborhood identification and naming
process for your area, share your contact information below. (Optional.)

Name:

Email Address (preferred):

Phone:

Return the survey by April 30 to: Neighborhood Committee, City of Edina, 4801 W. 50th St., Edina, MN 55424 or complete
online at www.EdinaMN.gov.
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Photo by Michael Braun

Committee Begins Work
To Identity And Name

Neighborhoods

Twelve residents
are leading

the way to
create an even
stronger sense
of community in
Edina.

The City Council
appointed Dick
Brozik, Bruce
Carlson, Bright

Hope Melton is chair of the
Neighborhood Identification Steering

Committee, working to identify and Dornblaser,
name Edina’s neighborhoods. Laura Ericksen,
Rob Erickson,

Jennifer Janovy, Hope Melton, Bob Miller, Bob Moore,
Bob Pacieznik, Paula Harter and Gene Persha to a
Neighborhood Identification Steering Committee late last
year.

The committee, led by Melton, will work with residents
in each quadrant of the City to identify neighborhood
boundaries and names. A resident survey is the first step
in that process. The survey can be found on the preceding
page in this issue of About Town or completed online at
www.EdinaMN.gov.

“Edina residents have a wealth of knowledge about this
community,” said Melton. “We thought asking residents
about where they live, what they call their neighborhood
and whether they are aware of any existing neighborhood
organizations would be a great place to start.”

This summer and fall, residents will have the opportunity
to attend at least one meeting in their quadrant or

neighborhood to discuss neighborhood names and
boundaries. “Our goal is to reach out to and hear from as
many residents as possible and involve people each step
of the way,” Melton said.

Once neighborhood names and boundaries have been
defined, the committee will make a recommendation to
the City Council.

Identifying neighborhood names and boundaries is the
first step of a greater City initiative to foster and support
neighborhood associations to:

* Enhance and preserve a strong sense community;

e Assist neighbors in pursuing projects of common
interest;

¢ Promote effective communication between residents,
businesses and local government;

e Increase awareness of decisions that impact
neighborhoods; and

e Provide a greater sense of security as neighbors get to
know each other.

When the initiative is complete, all Edina residents will
have the opportunity to voluntarily form and join a
neighborhood association recognized by the City.

A similar neighborhood program has existed successfully
in St. Louis Park for several years.

For more information, contact Assistant City Manager
Karen Kurt, 952-826-0415 or kkurt@EdinaMN.gov.
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