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Oct. 16, 2012 X 

Fire Department Certificates of Merit 

Present Centennial Lakes Park Manager Tom Shirley and Park Maintenance Supervisor Doug May 

with the certificates of merit from the Edina Fire Department for their life saving actions on Oct. 2, 

2012. 

 

Information / Background: 

On Tuesday, Oct. 2, a small group was dropped off at the entrance of Centennial Lakes Park for a 

morning of walking, chatting and fresh air. A 96-year-old man separated from the group with a fishing 

pole and proceeded toward the lake north just north of Hughes Pavilion.  

The man stepped down onto the lowest step near the lake and lost his balance. He fell into the water. 

Panic set in and the man began flailing and sent himself further out into the lake. 

Park Manager Tom Shirley rushed over to see what the commotion was about as the group gathered 

around. Attempts to direct the man safely back to the side of the lake or to stand were deemed 

hopeless, as neither he nor most of the people in his group smoke any English. 

As the man’s head began sinking under the water, Shirley and Park Maintenance Supervisor Doug May 

both jumped into the lake and quickly brought the man above water and lifted him onto the landing. 9-1-

1 was called and the two stayed with the man until medical personnel took over. 

Thanks to the quick actions of Shirley and May, tragedy was averted. 

Shirley and May are presented with a Certificate of Merit. As defined by the Edina Fire Department 

Directive No. 165.00: “Certificate of Merit may be given to department members or other persons for a 

distinguished administrative project or program that greatly benefits the Edina Fire Department or the 

City of Edina. This award may also be given to some other person for saving a life or property, 

attempting to save a life or property and is the highest award given to non-Fire Department members.” 
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