REPORT/RECOMMENDATION

To: MAYOR AND COUNCIL Agenda Item [tem No. VIIl.A.
From: Members Bennett & Brindle X Action

[] Discussion
Date: August 6, 2012 [] Information
Subject: Student Appointments To Advisory Boards & Commissions

ACTION REQUESTED:

Make the suggested appointments as outlined below.

INFORMATION/BACKGROUND:

Members Joni Bennett and Mary Brindle interviewed student applicants for appointment to
Edina boards and commissions and make the following recommendations.

Sixteen students (all but one at Edina High School) applied for sixteen positions for 2012-13.
One student was not available foraninterview at any time andopted to withdraw his
application. In this unique circumstance, we are recommending appointment from the 2011-
2012 wait list of a student whom we contacted and who is eager to serve.

For two students, we are recommending reappointment to the commissions on which they
served last year. For both commissions, Planning and Transportation, the issues are complex
and varied. We think that reappointment will allow the students familiar with the work and the
process of the respective commissions to work as a team with and mentor the younger, newly-
appointed students as they review the meeting materials. In response to comments by a couple
of student commissioners, we recommend consideration going forward of mentor relationships
among student commissioners and between student commissioners and regular board and
commission members.

For 2011-2012, the Council appointed two students to the Edina Housing Foundation. After
hearing from both students and the staff liaison to the EHF, we recommend that, going
forward, no student be appointed to the EHF for two reasons. First, the EHF's meetings take
place during the school day and are not able to be rescheduled. This makes student members
choose either regular attendance at school or regular attendance at EHF meetings. Second, the
EHF's work does not provide opportunity for active student participation.




Our recommendations for student appointments to City of Edina boards and commissions for
2012-13 are as follows. For students serving a second year, their 2011-12 appointment is

included.

Edina Art Center Board

Anna Ellingboe (senior, HPB 2011-2012)
Melissa Stefanik (senior, Planning 2010-2011)
Energy & Environment Commission
Andrew Brandt (junior)

Elana Sokol (junior)

Edina Community Health Committee
Kaia Lindquist (senior)

Helen Risser (junior)

Heritage Preservation Board

Sarah Good (junior)

Nathan Johnson (junior)

Human Rights & Relations Commission
Tara Mohtadi (senior, ACB 2011-2012)
Maggie Stang (senior, CHC 2011-2012)
Park Board

Yasmeen Almog (senior, EHF 2011-2012)
John O’Leary (senior)

Planning Commission

Emily Cherkassky (senior, Planning 2011-2012)
Ben Kilberg (junior)

Transportation Commission

Steven Schweiger (senior, ETC 2011-2012)
Caroline Sierks (junior)



