REPORT/RECOMMENDATION

To: MAYOR AND COUNCIL Agenda Item IX. A.
DEBRA MANGEN Action
From: CITY CLERK
Discussion

Subject: CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED SINCE LAST COUNCIL MEETING

INFORMATION/BACKGROUND: Attached are copies of e-mails and letters received
since the last Council meeting.



Susan Howl

From: Bergren, Kathy [mailto:Kathy.Bergren@hanesbrands.com]

Sent: Friday, August 03, 2012 8:32 AM

To: Edina Mail; jonibennett12@comcast.net; Mary Brindle; joshsprague@edinarealty.com; swensonannl@gmail.com
Cc: 'scottal69@hotmail.com’

Subject: RE: Tue night Council Meeting

Good Morning!

Thanks again for the opportunity to address my Mother’s situation during your council meeting on 7/17. My Mother is
quite anxious to hear if any decisions have been made on this issue — if someone could please advise status, | would
appreciate. | can be reached via email or cell (336.926.2512). Thanks!

Sincerely,
Katherine Bergren

From: Bergren, Kathy

Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 8:41 AM

To: 'mail@EdinaMN.gov'; 'jonibennett12@comcast.net’; 'mbrindle@EdinaMN.gov'; ‘joshsprague@edinarealty.com’;
'swensonannl@gmail.com’

Cc: 'scottal69@hotmail.com’

Subject: Tue night Council Meeting

Good Morning!

I am writing on behalf of my Mother who lives at 5844 Brookview Ave So (house facing Pamela Park). She has an issue
that was created when her street was recently curbed/repaved that we would like to address during Tuesday night’s
Council Meeting (7/17). Since we only have 3 minutes to present the case, | thought it would be helpful to send you a
brief synopsis of the situation (attached). If anyone has any questions prior to Tuesday evening, please feel free to
contact me. | will look forward to meeting you!

Sincerely,

Katherine Bergren



Susan Howl

From: Jennifer Bennerotte

Sent: Thursday, August 02, 2012 4:22 PM

To: ED Everyone

Cc: Ann Swenson; Jim Hovland; Joni Bennett; Josh Sprague; Mary Brindle (Comcast)
Subject: Website Report -- July

Good afternoon!

We are now using Google Analytics to monitor activity on our website. Activity on the City of Edina website reflected the
following activity during the month of July 2012, the first full month of our new website:

Total visits: 72,677

Number of visitors: 51,548

Average time of each visit: 2 minutes, 35 seconds
Total page views: 267,597

Besides the home page, the most visited page was the Aquatic Center home page with 20,615 page views. Other top pages
included the following (with number of page views):

Centennial Lakes Park — 15,176

Braemar Golf Course — 14,131

Aquatic Center General Information — 11,842
Edinborough Park — 9,193

Aquatic Center Rates — 8,058

Aquatic Center Attractions — 6,775

Aquatic Center Hours — 6,072

Centennial Lakes Park Attractions — 5,084
Centennial Lakes Park Arts & Entertainment — 4,763

The most frequently accessed PDF among visitors was the Centennial Lakes Park summer entertainment calendar. Other
frequently downloaded files included the following:

2. Bike Plan

3. June 17, 2012 Crime Activity Report
4. Park Facilities Map

5. June 10, 2012 Crime Activity Report
6. Feb. 27,2011 Crime Activity Report
7. Richmond Hills City Extra No. 1

8. Edina Country Club Brochure

9. Dan Patch Study

10. June 3, 2012 Crime Activity Report

Along with the new website, we also launched a new civic engagement site, SpeakUpEdina.org. That site had 1,332 visits from
964 unique visitors during the month of July. The most popular area of the site was that of the Name Your Neighborhood
project.

Ecommerce totaled more than $10,525.44 in July. Top sales were Art Center program registrations, $4,214; online invoice
payments, $2,390; and tennis program registrations, $1,177.

We have been streaming video on our website through Granicus for several years. In July, there were 378 views through
Granicus. The most requested videos on Granicus in July were the July 17 City Council meeting, 85 views; Second Quarter
business performance presentation to City employees, 67; June 19 City Council meeting, 28; late June episode of “Agenda:
Edina,” 20; July 11 Planning Commission meeting, 16; July 19 Transportation Commission meeting, 14; April 17 City Council
meeting, 11; 4™ of July parade, 9; early April episode of “Agenda: Edina,” 9; and April 3 City Council meeting, 8.
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We have been streaming all programming on YouTube since January 2011. In July, there were 5,394 views on the City’s
YouTube channel. The most requested videos on YouTube in July were the Aquatic Center’s set of three commercials, 1,125
views; Aquatic Center FlowRider commercial, 1,102; 4" of July parade, 705; 4" of July parade promo, 242; “Agenda: Edina”
segment on the FlowRider, 173; Braemar Golf Dome commercials, 72; 2009 4'" of July parade, 72; “The Peddler” PSA, 63;
Edina Police Department overview video, 53; and “Together We Stand” PSA, 41.

Please continue to review our new website and think about ways to improve it. If you have suggestions or questions, please
contact me. Thanks!

.~ Jennifer Bennerotte, Communications & Technology Services Director
el N 952-833-9520 | Fax 952-826-0389
Al '/~ JBennerotte@EdinaMN.gov | www.EdinaMN.gov

...For Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business




Susan Howl

From: Kitty O'Dea <kodea.mn@gmail.com>

To: Edina City Council
RE: 4524 Bruce Avenuc

[ appealed the HPB's decision on the proposed homes at 4524 Bruce. [ am in Denver this weekend and, in the
event [ don't make it back in time for the meeting, wanted to share my thoughts with you. I will be presenting
pictures of the Country Club Tudors at the meeting. Please take a look at the pictures before the meeting by
clicking on the following link: Country Club Tudors Username: HPB Password: preserveCCD

The Board did not have all the information they needed to make an informed decision. The vote was close (5 to
4 for approval) and | am confident that the decision would have been different if they had more complete
information.

After the 1st review meeting, it was clear to me that the some of the Board members weren't very familiar with
the neighborhood or with the Tudor-style homes in particular. As a result, [ photographed the 95 Tudor-style
homes in the neighborhood that had the same distinguishing characteristics as the proposed home (2-story.,
stucco, wood timbering, gables & brick/stone accents). | was prepared to present the pictures of the Country
Club Tudor homes to the HPB at the 2nd meeting. Unfortunately, we were in Council Chambers instead of the
Community room (laptop) and Joyce didn't know how to run the equipment. I shared the following findings,
but wasn't able to show the pictures. Here's what I learned:
Porticos, Pillars & Porches

>The original Country Club Tudors DID NO'T have front porticos, pillars or porches. 92% still have the
original entries while 8% have been modified to add porticos. These modifications occurred prior to the COA
process.

> None of the 95 Country Club Tudors have porches. In fact, there are only 2 homes in the entire
neighborhood with open front porches and both are remodeled homes on Sunnyside and Edgebrook).
3rd Story Windows

> Many Country Club Tudors have small decorative attic windows in large front facing gable. but only 3
have separate gables in the roof large windows facing the street. The predominant design is to have 3rd floor
windows face the sides or rear of the home.

> The color schematic that the builder presented were not consistent with the detailed plans for the
attic/bonus room windows. The schematic shows one small south facing window and the large front
gable/window. On the actual plans, there will be three south-facing windows. Had the HPB scen this. they may
have felt differently about the front gable/window.

The Wordelman's raised concern about using cement panels versus stucco on the home at the first meeting. 1've
been to other HPB presentations where materials were presented to the HPB and neighbors to review and
discuss. Given the strong concerns raised at the 1st meeting, the proponent should have presented the proposed
materials at the 2nd meeting. How can the Board approve a material they haven't seen?

In the end, only 2 members of the Board said they liked the house. There was confusion on how to cvaluate the
home and there was concern that the changes didn't go far enough. Please uphold the appeal and give the Board
the opportunity to get all the facts and make an informed decision on this home.

[ hope to see you on Monday. Please check out the photos online. Thanks for your consideration,
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Susan Howl

Subject: Support Wind Energy and the PTC

Dear Council members of Edina,

| am e-mailing to follow up on an e-mail regarding the Production Tax Credit (PTC). We are still trying
connect with mayors in Congressman Paulsen's district to encourage him to support the renewal of
the PTC. More information is below in the original e-mail.

Please let me know whether or not you are interested in signing on!

Thank you for your time,

Sydney Forrester

Sierra Club Intern

spf2107@gmail.com
(612) 659-9124

On Fri, Jul 6, 2012 at 11:03 AM, Sydney Forrester <spf2107/@gmail.com> wrote:

Dear Council members of Edina,

I 'am writing as an intern for the Sierra Club to ask you to support clean energy by signing onto a letter of support that
would encourage Congress to renew the Production Tax Credit (PTC).

The PTC has proven successful in increasing the production of clean energy, especially that of wind. This has helped both
the creation of American jobs as well as reducing the dependence on fossil fuels as the primary source of energy. With
the wind industry growing rapidly, the PTC supports over 75,000 American jobs. Unless Congress acts quickly to renew
the PTC, half of the existing jobs will be lost.

We need to gain support from leaders across the state to convey to our Congressional leaders how important these
added jobs, along with the wind industry, are to Minnesota.

Attached please find both a fact sheet and a sign on letter with more information to support Minnesota's wind industry and
the renewal of the Production Tax Credit. Please contact me with any questions or to sign on to the letter.

Thank you for your time,
Sydney Forrester
Sierra Club Intern

spf2107@gmail.com
(612) 659-9124




The wind industry supports more than 75000 American-made jobs
around the country and is helping to lead the way toward America’s
clean-energy future. With the right policies in place, the wind industry
could support 500,000 jobs by 2030.

Already, states like lowa and South Dakota generate
20 percent of their electricity from wind power, and
the wind industry is on track to produce 20 percent
of America’s electricity by 2030.

Over 400 American manufacturing plants build
wind components, keeping jobs close to home.

EXPIRING POLICIES MEAN AMERICAN JOBS
ARE AT RISK

The Production Tax Credit (PTC). a federal policy
that helps level the playing field and has been a key
driver in wind-industry job growth over the past
decade, is set to expire at the end of 2012.

If the PTC is not renewed, approximately half of
all existing U.S. wind jobs are expected to be
lost. That means as many as 37,000 Americans
could face pink slips thanks to government
inaction —something we can't afford during this
tough economy. Already, Congress’s failure to
extend the PTC has dried up orders for new wind

turbines and created a crisis where thousands of

layoffs are imminent.

CONGRESS SHOULD DEFEND AMERICAN JOBS,
NOT THE INTERESTS OF BIG POLLUTERS

Congress should support Americar wind energy
jobs rather than continue to subsidize big polluters
like the oil industry.

Congress can protect jobs and public health

by supporting the PTC and helping the country
transition away from dirty ensrgy. Elected officials
should vote now to extend the PTC for at least two
vears —and absolutely before they go home to run
for reelection.

JOIN US IN SUPPORTING AMERICAN JOBS

IN THE WIND INDUSTRY BY TELLING YOUR
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS TO RENEW THE PTC
NOW!

To learn more, and to find out how you can get

involved, visit: www.sierraclub.org/windworks

PROTECT THE PRODUCTION TAX CREDIT:

Sierra Club National Slerra Club Legislative 3
85 Second Street, 2nd Floor:
San Francisco, CA 94105 Washington, DC 200013

(202)'547-1141

(415) 977-5500

WIND ENERGY CREATES AMERICAN-MADE JOBS.

50 F Street, NW, Elghth Floor

www.sierraclub.org
facebook.com/SierraCliub
twitter.com/sierra_club

" TOUNDEDI#IZ



Support Minnesota’s Wind Industry Sign On letter

To Minnesota’s Congressional Delegation:

Wind energy is facing a potential crisis that could result in the loss of tens of thousands of
high-quality American jobs. Your active support of renewal of the Production Tax Credit is
critical to avoid the unnecessary disruption to one of our fastest-growing industries.

The Production Tax Credit (PTC) for renewable energy was created in the Energy Policy
Act of 1992 to help level the playing field for clean energy industries such as wind and
geothermal. The Production Tax Credit has been incredibly successful at helping to move
the wind industry forward and enabling it to achieve economies of scale that make it
competitive with other energy sources.

Wind energy is already an important part of our country’s energy mix. Wind now generates
around 20 percent of total electricity needs in states like South Dakota and lowa. In March
2012, wind was responsible for 32 percent of the energy supply in South Dakota, and 29
percent in lowa. Nationally, wind is 3% of our energy mix with opportunity to expand.

Minnesota is a wind energy leader with over 2731 of installed wind energy capacity. The
wind industry supported 2000-3,000 jobs in 2011 in Minnesota, and it provided Minnesota
with 12.7% of its electricity.

Moving America toward a clean energy future will not only create new, high-quality
American jobs, but also has significant public health benefits. Renewable energy like wind
power replaces energy from fossil fuels that cause air pollution, leading to heart attacks,
asthma attacks and more than $100 billion in health costs.

Jobs in the wind industry are not expendable or to be cast off lightly. The American Wind
Energy Association estimates that as many as 37,000 jobs — mostly in the manufacturing
sector — could be lost if no action is taken to renew the Production Tax Credit. Please
speak out and urge your leaders to bring a Production Tax Credit renewal bill up for a vote
immediately. Every day of inaction risks further job losses and uncertainty for thousands of
American families.

Sincerely,

Name:

Organization:
City: State:

Phone: Email:

Any affiliations or titles that we should list:

Please return to: Joshua Low, Sierra Club North Star Chapter, joshua.low(@sierraclub.org or
Mail: Sierra Club, 2327 E Franklin Ave, Suite 1, Minneapolis, MN 55406




Susan Howl

Subject: Edina, compete in the Earth Hour City Challenge
Jul 26, 2012

Mayor James Hovland
4801 West 50th Street
Edina, MN 55424-1330

Dear Mayor Hovland,

As a Edina resident, I'm writing to urge you to help protect my family and our city from the harmful consequences of
increasingly extreme weather by participating in WWF's Earth Hour City Challenge, a competition among cities to
prepare for a changing climate.

More and more, communities in Minnesota are facing heavier precipitation and dangerous flooding. We aren't alone.
Cities throughout our country are on the front lines of increasingly extreme weather, from more intense heat waves and
wildfires to droughts, rainstorms, and floods. As climate change worsens, dangerous weather events are getting more
frequent or severe - or both.

But our city can take practical measures at the local level to prepare for these weather extremes, protecting us from
more costly and dangerous problems in the future. Infrastructure improvements and other proactive actions will save us
money and keep our families and communities safer and healthier.

How is our city preparing for these climatic changes? And are we doing enough?

With this letter | challenge our city to compete in WWF's Earth Hour City Challenge! | hope you will participate and
protect my family and fellow residents by preparing for the increasingly extreme weather our community is already
facing. Learn more at worldwildlife.org/citychallenge.

Sincerely,

Ms. Susan Spindler
5305 W 60th St

Edina, MN 55436-2651
(952) 922-1943



Susan Howl

From: Lynette Biunno on behalf of Edina Mail

Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 8:48 AM

Cc: Susan Howl

Subject: FW: Edina Medical Plaza Proposal - 6500 France Avenue

Lynette Biunno, Receptionist
952-927-8861 | Fax 952-826-0389
Ibiunno@EdinaMN.gov | www.EdinaMN.gov

...For Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business
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Please make note of my new email address.

We'te a do.town ... working to make the healihy choice the easy choice!

From: Alan Lapinsky [mailto:a.lapinsky@comcast.net]

Sent: Monday, July 23, 2012 5:25 PM

To: jonibennettl2@comcast.net; joshsprague@edinarealty.com; swensonannl@gmail.com; Mary Brindle; Edina Mail
Subject: Edina Medical Plaza Proposal - 6500 France Avenue

Dear City Council members,

My wife and | were very disappointed with your decision to turn down the proposal by Mount
Development, Edward Farr Architects and Aurora Investments to build the new "Edina Medical Plaza
Building" at 6500 France Avenue. We are condo owners at the Point of France (POF) and considered
the proposed building to be a wonderful change to a corner screaming for redevelopment as well as
an outstanding addition and asset to the local neighborhood and the City of Edina in general. Both
the development company and architectural firm have extensive experience in the design and
construction of medical buildings and their portfolio of past projects is quite impressive.

Over the last number of months we have attended meetings with the developer and

architect conducted at the Point of France and have also attended both of their project presentations
to the City of Edina Planning Commission. We have been quite impressed with the vetting process
and the considerable amount of well thought out questions, concerns and feedback between

all stakeholders as to the relative merits of the proposed project. After the first Planning Commission
meeting where the project as then presented was turned down by nearly all commissioners, the
developer and architect went back to the drawing board and came up with a revised building

design that addressed the vast majority of the Planning Commission's previous concerns.

As part of their revised plan and design, commitments to purchase the other adjacent property at
4005 West 65th Street to create a more unified and acceptable design concept as well as bringing the
ratio of land to build-out square footage to a more acceptable measure were incorporated.

In our opinion, the developer, architect and investment company have been responsive to the many
concerns raised during the proposed project, taken action to modify their plans accordingly in order to
satisfy the many parties involved and as a result subsequently received unanimous support from the
Planning Commission to pass this project forward for the City Council's review.

It was therefore very surprising and quite unexpected to us to see the City Council vote down this
important project. The buildings intent appears to be consistent with the City's plan for a medical
services campus with it being in close proximity to Fairview Southdale Hospital and the Southdale

1



Medical Center at 6545 France Avenue (both of which | can see out my window as | write this letter
and are as tall or much taller than the proposed 6500 building).

Would we prefer a 4 story building instead of the 6 stories proposed, probably so, but to stop

and quite likely kill this project with the primary objection being it's height when everything around it,
including the Point of France is of equal or greater height makes little sense to us. Also in light of the
fact that the developer stated during the council meeting there is no intention for the foreseeable
future to build the 5th and 6th floors in a second stage brings into further question the wisdom of the
City Council's decision to turn down the proposed project. This is a project that should go forward
and we hope that some reasonable compromise is currently being considered.

We would also like to call to the City's attention the under- maintained condition of the Milavetz
property at this corner and the safety hazard confronting pedestrians. | walk by there every day trying
to avoid broken glass and portions of small tree branches that are littered on the France

Avenue sidewalk. There are also dead branches from shrubs or trees piled against the building on the
south side which invites rodents and is a likely fire hazard. Very little is being done to maintain this
property and the adjoining surface lot. | realize the owners are looking to sell the property but
something needs to be done by the building owners in the interim to better maintain an acceptable
and safe environment.

Sincerely,
Alan & Ruthanne Lapinsky

6566 France Ave. #1007
Edina, MN 55435



Susan Howl

From: Lynette Biunno on behalf of Edina Mail
Sent: Friday, July 27, 2012 8:24 AM

Cc: Susan Howl

Subject: FW: CRITICAL ISSUE

Lynette Biunno, Receptionist
952-927-8861 | Fax 952-826-0389
Ibiunno@EdinaMN.gov | www.EdinaMN.gov

...For Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business

Please make note of my new email address.

We're a do.town ... working to make the healthy choice the easy choice!
From: Roslye Ultan [mailto:ultan001@umn.edu]
Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2012 11:24 PM

To: Edina Mail

Subject: CRITICAL ISSUE

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS of Edina:

There is a critical issue regarding my property//5249 1.ochloy Dr// that makes it important to meet with you for
a discussion as soon as possible. My neighbor on Skyline drive adjacent to my backyard is in the process of
constructing a wall close to 30 ft high which is positioned to cause land slides and erosion. Your council is
sought on this issue ranging from the environmental to the level of taxes on my property which has now come
into question.

Your prompt address of this matter is appreciated.
Rosly Ultan

ultan001(@umn.edu
952926 3576612 889 1313




Susan Howl

Jul 27,2012

Mayor James Hovland
4801 West 50th Street
Edina, MN 55424-1330

Dear Mayor Hovland,

As a Edina resident, I'm writing to urge you to help protect my family and our city from the harmful consequences of
increasingly extreme weather by participating in WWF's Earth Hour City Challenge, a competition among cities to
prepare for a changing climate.

More and more, communities in Minnesota are facing heavier precipitation and dangerous flooding. We aren't alone.
Cities throughout our country are on the front lines of increasingly extreme weather, from more intense heat waves and
wildfires to droughts, rainstorms, and floods. As climate change worsens, dangerous weather events are getting more
frequent or severe - or both.

But our city can take practical measures at the local level to prepare for these weather extremes, protecting us from
more costly and dangerous problems in the future. Infrastructure improvements and other proactive actions will save us
money and keep our families and communities safer and healthier.

How is our city preparing for these climatic changes? And are we doing enough?

With this letter | challenge our city to compete in WWF's Earth Hour City Challenge! | hope you will participate and
protect my family and fellow residents by preparing for the increasingly extreme weather our community is already
facing. Learn more at worldwildlife.org/citychallenge.

Sincerely,

Ms. Christine Wisch

7601 Stonewood Ct
Edina, MN 55439-2640



Susan Howl

From: Lynette Biunno on behalf of Edina Mail
Sent: Friday, July 27, 2012 10:23 AM

Cc: Susan Howl

Subject: FW: Edinborough pool hours

Good morning,
This message has been forward to the Mayor and Council members, Susan Faus, Ann Kattreh and John Keprios.

Lynette Biunno, Receptionist

952-927-8861 | Fax 952-826-0389
Ibiunno@EdinaMN.gov | www.EdinaMN.gov

...For Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business

From: joan mcmillan [mailto:jmcmillan6@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, July 27, 2012 10:09 AM

To: Edina Mail

Subject: Edinborough pool hours

Hello again,

I am happy to see the pool and track at Edinborough Park will remain open..thank you! But | am disappointed in the
reduced hours. First of all, it has been a puzzel as to when you are open and when is family/lap scheduled. | have gone
to find the pool closed, taken my granchildren to find it is lap time and closing in a half hour. They say it is to save
money, but the pool and water are there, the attendants are there for the play area so what is the cost to have paying
customers turned away--negative costs as | see it.

Having families come in the evening to swim is great and you are closing the pool too early for people to get home, eat a
meal and go for a swim--especially nice this very hot summer. Your new schedule has been impossible to find in the first
place so it is especially disappointing for all of us, as it was for my grandaughter when you get turned away. The evening
| took my grandaughter we had 1/2 hour and it was really lap time--so there were other families and lap swimmers
trying to accommodate the confusion.

Another item | have on my mind is the unlocking of the pool and track doors. | feel this is not good for safety--young
people in the locker rooms can easily be victims as well as one can lose their clothes or other items left in the locker
rooms. | went for laps one late afternoon (I think) and there were five young men in their twenties (?) not even
swimming. They admitted they didn't even know how to swim. | was not alone until the other gentleman swimming
laps left. 1did not think of safety until a woman came in and, after the men left, she told me she would not have stayed
if  was not there. | did not observe the standard bracelets on these men and mentioned that to the attendant and she
said they do not use the bracelets anymore. The bracelets may be unpopular, but at least we know the persons sharing
our locker rooms are not persons who just sneaked in while the doors are unlocked.

Thanks again for keeping the pool open, but | feel it is being poorly managed in the excuse of saving money when it is
only turning your paying customers away.

Joan mcMillan



Susan Howl

From: Lynette Biunno on behalf of Edina Mail
Sent: Monday, July 23, 2012 8:36 AM

Cc: Susan Howl

Subject: FW: Hornets Nest

Lynette Biunno, Receptionist
952-927-8861 | Fax 952-826-0389
Ibiunno@EdinaMN.gov | www.EdinaMN.gov

...For Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business

Please make note of my new email address.
We're a do.town ... working to make the healthy

From: Eric Anderson [mailto:Eric@ccrpllc.com]

Sent: Saturday, July 21, 2012 8:23 AM

To: joshsprague@edinarealty.com; swensonannl@gmail.com; jonibennett12@comcast.net; Mary Brindle; Edina Mail
Cc: Scott Neal; John Keprios; Susie Miller

Subject: Hornets Nest

Mr. Mayor and City Council Members,

I wanted to advise you that we have received the full amount of the required $795,707 from our donors. On Friday, $747,000
was wire transferred to the City of Edina's bank account per the instructions provided by John Wallin. The remaining $48,707
was provided to us by donors in the form of check and was not yet authorized for release from US Bank to the City's

account. The remaining transfer will occur on Monday. With that, the final contingency for this project is satisfied and we
have begun to make preparations for ground breaking on August 1st.

Thanks again for your support of this project.

Eric J. Anderson, CCIM

City Center Realty Partners
800 Washington Avenue North
Suite 690

Minneapolis, MN 55401
612-339-6400

eric@ccrpllc.com
www.ccrpllc.com




Susan Howl

From: Lynette Biunno on behalf of Edina Mail

Sent: Friday, July 20, 2012 2:46 PM

Cc: Susan Howl

Subject: FW: Edina Medical Plaza application Jim Hovland

Lynette Biunno, Receptionist
952-927-8861 | Fax 952-826-0389
Ibiunno@EdinaMN.gov | www.EdinaMN.gov

...For Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business
t=d ta} B> ¢

Please make note of my new email address.

We're a do.town ... working to make the healthy choice the easy choice!
From: Stephen Michals [mailto:smichals@mountdev.com]
Sent: Friday, July 20, 2012 2:36 PM

To: Edina Malil

Subject: Edina Medical Plaza application Jim Hovland

Dear Mr. Hovland, lappreciate your thoughtful words in support of our proposed building. We would like to discuss
an alternate design with several members of the Council to see if we can obtain some direction. There are several
changes we could make to achieve our size but reduce green space.

We have obtained approximately 10 resident calls in disbelief the plan was denied.
Could we meet with several Council members and you to discuss an alternate plan with the architect at City Hall?

Steve Michals

Mount Development Co.
10400 Viking Dr. Suite 160
Eden Prairie, MN. 55344
952-941-1383
smichals@mountdev.com




Susan Howl

From: Lynette Biunno on behalf of Edina Mail
Sent: Monday, July 23, 2012 8:35 AM

Cc: Susan Howl

Subject: FW: Equality

Lynette Biunno, Receptionist
952-927-8861 | Fax 952-826-0389
Ibiunno@EdinaMN.gov | www.EdinaMN.gov

...For Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business

Please make note of my new emall address

From Joan Anderson [mallto 1canderson560@qmall com]
Sent: Saturday, July 21, 2012 7:58 AM

To: Edina Mail
Subject: Equality

Dear Mr. Hovland,

[ saw the list of the Mayors for the Freedom to marry

http://www.google.fr/url ?sa=t&rct=j&g=mayors+for+freedom-+marry&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCsQFjA A
&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.reedomtomarry.org%2 Fpages%2Fmavors-for-the-freedom-to-
marry&ei=Hgs2T466JgGm0QXXitCqgAg&usg=AFQiCNFZEz-caUf04ulxSk-JATunekOQe (dircet link).
There are 265 Mayors on the list now, like Minneapolis, Saint Paul, Rochester, Duluth, Eagan. Shakopee.
Golden Valley, IFalcon Heights.

Same gender marriage is not allowed in Minnesota and you may know that even married same gender couples
are unequal because of a law called DOMA. This is downright discrimination and this means real hardship for
many families like mine.

Maybe you do not know of this bipartisan initiative. Equal opportunities for all citizens regardless their
differences is consistent with the true spirit of our Nation, enshrined in our Constitution (liberty and justice for
all...). I hope that you will take a stand for justice and join these mayors. like our President did and countless
civil rights associations.

Thank you.

Joan Anderson

jcanderson560(@email.com




Susan Howl

From: Lynette Biunno on behalf of Edina Mail
Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2012 2:25 PM

Cc: Susan Howl

Subject: FW: Pinstripes

Lynette Biunno, Receptionist

952-927-8861 | Fax 952-826-0389

Ibiunno@EdinaMN.gov | www.EdinaMN.gov

...For Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business ----- Original Message-----
From: kerrykisling@aol.com [mailto:kerrykisling@aol.com]

Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2012 2:13 PM

To: Edina Mail

Cc: dalel@att.blackberry.net

Subject: Pinstripes

Dear Council members,

I was reflecting today on the previous discussions before you regarding the opening of Pinstripes in Edina. lam a
resident at the Coventry town-homes and spoke in favor of Pinstripes. I'm writing to you to thank you for supporting
this business and voting "yes". Pinstripes has been a fabulous neighbor and is an asset to Edina. Dale and his staff run
their business with the quality and professionalism equal to what was represented at the Council meetings. | appreciate
the work you do.

Sincerely,

Kerry Kisling.

Sent from my iPad



Susan Howl

From: Lynette Biunno on behalf of Edina Mail
Sent: Friday, July 20, 2012 10:26 AM

To: Susan Faus

Cc: Susan Howl; Ann Kattreh; John Keprios
Subject: FW: Edinborough Park Pool

Good morning,

This message has been forwarded to the Mayor and Council members, Susan Faus, Ann Kattreh and John Keprios.

Lynette Biunno, Receptionist
' 952-927-8861 | Fax 952-826-0389
;- Ibiunno@EdinaMN.qgov | www.EdinaMN.gov

..For Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business

Please make note of my new email address.

s

We' > the healthy choice the easy c¢hoice

re a do.town ... working to ma hoi
From: Zuccaro, Kay [mailto:KayZuccaro@edina.k12.mn.us]
Sent: Friday, July 20, 2012 10:16 AM

To: Edina Mail

Subject: Edinborough Park Pool

Dear Edina City Council Members:

I wanted to Thank You all for voting to keep the Edinborough Park Pool open. We are so happy to be able to use the
pool for our water exercise classes and parent/toddler swim lessons. The Seniors are especially grateful. We do
appreciate all the time and effort you have put into this important issue in our community.

Sincerely,

Kay Zuccaro

Aquatics Supervisor

Edina Community Education
952-848-3965
Edinacommunityed.org




Susan Howl

Good Morning Mayor,

It was kind of fun to be at the council meeting last night. The city website has changed so | don’t know
how to email the correct person in regards to the 6500 France project. | would ask that you please
forward to others as you feel it is appropriate. | would like to share my thoughts on how we can work
thru the issues. It is a great project and | think we all want it to go thru.

One issue is the 2" phase, the additional floors, how about if they keep the 4 floors but make the
building foot print bigger? Have the building go over to the parking ramp the drop off could still be
there and honestly if it was in the ramp or under cover it would suit us 9 months of the year with rain
and snow, even shade with the weather we've had lately. The ‘grand entrance’ look everyone likes
could be on 65" street side and maybe loose the south side exit, because that will be an issue for
cars using it as a cut thru, trust me | drive a lot and if there is a way, there is a will to short cut.
Another idea for compromise is...5 stories and plant trees that will grow tall, white pines or others on
the south/west property borders. There are ash trees but are they are not young and we do have ash
borers here so they could be gone quickly?? There are varieties of trees that grow to 80 feet. Yes it
would take time but they will grow!

The next area of concern is the top of the parking ramp, but honestly the POF residents look at
parking lot now but it would be up higher and the tennis court is there in front of the parking structure
so | don't think that is so bad, however | had an idea. What about a pergola type structure for the top
that would afford some screening? maybe just on the south side?? Cornelia doesn'’t really look down
on it like POF.

The real problem | have with the plan that wasn’t discussed at all last night is how close they are to
the property line on the south side. Did you see the drainage pipe? The water would be coming out in
our property it is so close. Why do they automatically get to go over what the rules are there? Having
the building tall and in your face (right on the property line) is a double whammy, can’t they use what
the standard set back is on the south side?

| left my notes at home so | may have forgotten a couple good ideas but at least | can cover these for
now. We all want the project, the city and the residents to do well by this.

Sincerely,

Teresa Wedin

NCS

952-941-4464
952-941-0396 fax
twedin@ncscor.com




Susan Howl

TO: Edina Planning Commission & Mayor Hovland and the Edina City Council Members
RE: Architectural Design Standards of New Construction

[ am writing because | am cognizant of pleasing architectural design. My background experience has been with
Ellerbe Architects and more recently with Edina Public Art.

I encourage the Planning Commission as well as the City Council to be very diligent in scrutinizing the
architectural design of the upcoming new projects proposed for Edina. To name two - the proposal for
apartments adjacent to Southdale and the Byerly's project along the Edina Promenade. These projects will be
milestones in the formulation of Edina. Architectural works, in the material form of buildings, are often
perceived as cultural symbols and as works of art.

There have been many negative discussions regarding the architectural design and details of some of the recent
construction. The project that has received the most criticism is York Gardens. The original building 7500
York is much more attractive and pleasing to the public than the new building. Comments are that the new
addition looks like the building is not finished.

A project without character or pleasing design is the apartment/condo building along Highway 100 and 77th.

Another example of poor design is the addition to the Y on York. [ am referring to facade or curb appeal.

An example of good design is the building now leased by Pinstripes. The louvers in the parking ramp

skin made a significant improvement to the overall appearance of the building. I am aware that resident input
led my John Bohan requesting improvements to the original design of this ramp was acted upon by the
developer and the council and it resulted in an attractive building.

Thank you for your dedication and hard work for our community. I hope that my comments will impact your
future decisions.

Sincerely,

Lois Ring

7440 Edinborough Way
Edina,MN 55435
952-806-9966



Susan Howl

From: Lynette Biunno on behalf of Edina Mail
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 3:21 PM
Cc: Susan Howl

Subject: FW:

Lynette Biunno, Receptionist
952-927-8861 | Fax 952-826-0389
Ibiunno@EdinaMN.qov | www.EdinaMN.gov

...For Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business

Please make note of my new emall address
! vorking te make the healthy choice the easy choice!

From: O'Connell, Sam [malIto:sam.oconnell@metrotransit.orq]
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 2:58 PM

To: Edina Malil

Cc: Caufman, Robin

Subject:

Good Afternoon Mayor Hovland:

At last week’s Southwest LRT Corridor Management Committee, you asked us to share with you the name of the person
replacing Arrie Larsen Manti at the Edina Chamber. We spoke with Arrie last week and she indicated that her last day
with the Chamber will be at the end of this month and she will notify us of her replacement. Arrie contacted us today
and informed us that her replacement is Lori Syverson. In addition, the Edina Chamber has named Wendie Graczyk,
Comcast Business Development, as their representative to the SWLRT Business Advisory Committee.

Please feel free to call me if you have further questions.

Thank you.

Sam O'Connell, AICP

Public Involvement Manager
Southwest Light Rail Project Office
6465 Wayzata Boulevard, Suite 500

St. Louis Park, MIN 55426

E-mail: sam.oconnell@metrotransit.org
Phone: 612.373.3815

www.swirt.org

{"u_.-,“ u



Susan Howl

From: Lynette Biunno on behalf of Edina Mail
Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2012 8:24 AM

Ce: Susan Howl

Subject: FW: Hornets Nest

Lynette Biunno, Receptionist
952-927-8861 | Fax 952-826-0389
Ibiunno@EdinaMN.gov | www.EdinaMN.gov

...For Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business

Please make note of my new email addres

Ne're a do.town working to make the 1y choice the easy choice!
From: Eric Anderson [mailto:Eric@ccrplic.com]

Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 6:36 PM

To: Edina Mail

Subject: Hornets Nest

Mayor Hovland,

Thank you for your leadership and support of the Hornets Nest project. You should be proud of the group you lead. The City
has been a pleasure to work with throughout the process.

I'm looking forward to getting a shovel in the ground soon and watching young Edina players honing their hockey skills for
years to come.

Thanks,

EricJ. Anderson, CCIM

City Center Realty Partners
800 Washington Avenue North
Suite 690

Minneapolis, MN 55401
612-339-6400

eric@ccrpllc.com
www.ccrpllc.com




Susan Howl

From: Lynette Biunno on behalf of Edina Mail
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 10:14 AM
To: Jeff Long

Cc: Susan Howl

Subject: FW: Coyote

Good morning,

| have forwarded this message to the Mayor and Council members and Jeff Long.

Lynette Biunno, Receptionist
952-927-8861 | Fax 952-826-0389
Ibiunno@EdinaMN.gov | www.EdinaMN.gov

.WFor Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business

Please make note of my new email address.

We're a do.town ... working to make the healthy choice the easy choice!
From: Kathy Dahlheimer [mailto:kdahlheimer@comcast.net]
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:40 AM

To: swensonannl@gmail.com; Edina Mail

Subject: Coyote

Hello...I just watched some of the marathon meeting of July 17th and heard the comments at the end of the meeting
about the coyote problem. About one week ago | was driving east on 60th St. (I live at 4801 West 60th St.) and at the
corner of Concord and 60th | saw an animal coming out from the northwest corner house there and | thought at first it
was a dog. Then it went back in the backyard of the house and | went around the block a couple of times but it was
gone. At closer range it was not a dog and | confirmed with photos online it was a coyote...| am sure. | left a message
with the animal control but never got a call. This is not too far from Pamela Park where | know there have been
sightings. As a dog owner | am very concerned about this trend. | also noted just this past week at least three signs for
missing cats in the area. Probably not related but who knows? | felt like this subject has not been taken as seriously as it
should and frankly “hazing” does not give me much hope for eliminating this problem. | hope after the latest reports
more serious action is taken. Thank you in advance for your attention to this issue. Also thanks for all your work...|
noticed all of you asking great questions about Edinbourgh Park even at 1am.! ~Kathleen Dahlheimer



Susan Howl

From: Lynette Biunno on behalf of Edina Mail
Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 4:28 PM

Cc: Susan Howl

Subject: FW: Edina City Council

: Lynette Biunno, Receptionist
Al 952-927-8861 | Fax 952-826-0389

1=/ Ibiunno@EdinaMN.gov | www.EdinaMN.gov

-~ LFor Living, Learning, Raising Families & Doing Business

Please make note of my new email address.
We're a do.town ... working to make the healihy choic

the easy choice!

From: Jane.Borden [mailto:Jane.Borden@target.com]
Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 4:21 PM

To: Edina Malil

Subject: Edina City Council

Mayor Hovland,

It was nice meeting you at the recent “Oasis for Youth” event.

My husband and | have owned our home in Edina for 26 years (and | lived in it when my parents owned it beginning in
1969) and | have never contacted the City with any complaints, until today. We are selling our home and learned that
about $25,000 is going to be withheld from our payout to cover the cost of the pending special assessment for road
work that was completed one year ago (estimated cost $16,300). | was told that until the City Council approves the
work as being completed and agrees to the amount to be paid, the special assessment cannot be levied, and therefore
can’t be billed to, and paid by, the homeowner. | didn’t complain about the outrageous amount homeowners are
expected to pay, nor about categorizing this as a special assessment so, as is custom in MN, home sellers pay it even
though the home buyer will reap the benefits of this work for years to come. We would like to pay the bill and move on,
not have our money tied up until who knows when. Please let me know if there is some way to resolve this in a manner
that is satisfactory to the City and us.

Thank you.

Jane Borden
5440 Woodcrest Drive
Edina, MN 55424
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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

EMPLOYER SUPPORT OF THE GUARD AND RESERVE (ESGR)
4800 MARK CENTER DRIVE, SUITE 03E25
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

RESERVE AFFAIRS

24 July 2012

Mr. James Hovland

Mayor

City of Edina (Police Dept)
4801 W. 50th Street

Edina, Minnesota 55424-1394

Dear Mr. Hovland:

As previously announced, City of Edina (Police Dept) was nominated by Petty Officer
First Class Kevin Rofidal for the prestigious 2012 Secretary of Defense Employer Support
Freedom Award and was selected as a finalist. The Freedom Award is the highest recognition the
Department of Defense gives to employers for their outstanding support of employees serving in
the Guard and Reserve. With 3,236 nominations, the strong competition this year showcased the
superior and selfless initiatives in support of our Guard and Reserve.

America continues to rely heavily on the Guard and Reserve. Our military could not
perform the duties of protecting the Nation, conducting combat operations or providing
humanitarian aid around the globe without your continued support. America’s employers are
inextricably linked to our national security. Unfortunately, only a limited number of Freedom
Award recipients are selected each year from the many great employers providing outstanding
support.

Even though your organization was not selected as a 2012 Freedom Award recipient, your
selection as one of only 30 finalists is a great honor. Thank you for the exceptional leadership,
support and personal devotion you provide. The DoD sincerely appreciates your support of
Guard and Reserve service members, and in turn, this great country of ours.

Members of ESGR’s Employer Outreach Program look forward to continuing to work
with you in the future. Please contact us at 1-800-336-4590 with your questions or concerns and
visit our website at www.esgr.mil.

el

Ronald G. Yo
Executive Dir¢étor




North Shore Animal League America
saves abandoned dogs and cats,
and finds them new homes.

ﬁ\bQ«&r‘J M\m
u/ZZi Cl-/ﬂ-—(‘:&.- ‘{:O‘iﬁ_‘&k Bk
hfg_,u a2 awy
Q(—UC/Q_@_,L‘L{'ELL g d/é
,\__(_/ (,\:f; gﬁ[/u/‘jfﬂ"bmu
(Bf”‘

szo

FIRST CI.A§$+ ¢

a

o ga @l
'_// Aﬂ’l{/‘/fl/-l/ 7 o
Jortes

&:7 P 5(7&%’”‘/( K0 -
= A A ExX¢ o
W&@MD Edina, v
SENIORDOGSm&%gf.mﬁg%ﬁ@ﬁ@mm(?HQWl1]111‘111»]1‘1]1%!'

1..'
P(—\—R\C f Rec "Bo e
MANO & Rav/) aAw o

49 - SuthsT

www.animal-league.org

NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA ¢ PORT {VASHINGTON, N

PC-236

DIWA_ Ci(1TY Copne: L

i
i

i



A ) LEbs FeriLortes

C, A v—\ Q/WVL(.)L R 2k

Al

3 /k/W{’l/ U/.,.»uu ,JI/ /7/0_,44,1/ /—)\J—C—A//’
7 3 {/ 2
S /;\,(,JZ(]WJ MM\L g c,LM,\/{/W\_/




July 25, 2012

Mayor James Hovland and
Edina City Council Members
4801 W. 50™ Street

Edina MN 55424

Dear Mayor Hovland and Council Members,

We are writing to express our concern over flooding in the natural area located on
Townes Road just south of Sunnyside Road in the White Oaks neighborhood, and to ask
for your help in addressing this situation.

One of the signature natural areas in White Oaks has always been the wooded area on
Townes Road. Many Edina residents, including those from the surrounding Country
Club and Morningside areas, enjoy walking past this area, making Townes Road a
popular walking route.

Historically, this natural area was densely wooded with one small wetland area in the
center. In recent years, however, this woodland has been inundated with storm water,
resulting in the loss of almost all its trees. Because the area has no outlet, there is
stagnant standing water within a few feet of the roadway for much of the year. Please see
the attached photos, which were taken while standing on Townes Road.

This woodland was once an attractive asset in our neighborhood and was the reason so
many Edina residents enjoyed walking through White Oaks. We are concerned that the
water levels that have been allowed to accumulate have killed the majority of the trees,
have created health and safety concerns, and are rapidly turning this natural area into a
detriment rather than an asset.

We are especially concerned because Edina residents have long worked to save this
natural area from development and to ensure that it remained in its natural state.

In the late 1980s, the lot that comprises the southern portion of the woodland was sold to
a developer who listed it as a residential building site. Because the lot was viewed as part
of one of the signature natural areas in White Oaks, over ninety residents from White
Oaks and surrounding neighborhoods signed a petition to the City Council opposing the
development.

Throughout 1988 and 1989, the White Oaks neighborhood association worked with the
City to negotiate a purchase of the lot from the developer. White Oaks neighbors raised
$20,000 in private donations for the purchase, the city contributed a matching amount,
and the developer agreed to sell the lot at a bargain price.



In exchange for its $20,000 contribution, the neighborhood received assurances from the
City that the lot would remain in its natural state. It was understood that the area would
receive some storm water runoff as it always had, but that the character of the area as a
wooded natural area would remain the same.

Aerial photos from the 1990s confirm that the area was largely wooded at this time.
Neighbors recall that it was possible to walk through most of the area. In addition, the
City’s 1999 Wetland Inventory identified the area as a Class 7 wooded wetland,
indicating that trees were the dominant vegetation.

In 2000, the City approved a storm water project that was designed to address a water
level problem on Arden Avenue in the Country Club neighborhood. Unbeknownst to
residents of White Oaks, part of the project involved redirecting storm water from
Sunnyside Road between Grimes and Casco into the Townes Road natural area.

Within a few years, higher water levels had killed all the trees in the center of the area.
Cattails moved in and took over the former woodland, and as the cattails pushed out from
the center, the water that accumulated after significant rain events collected in the
remaining areas on the perimeter. As the attached photos show, the few remaining trees
now frequently stand in significant amounts of water and it is only a matter of time until
they are also lost.

White Oaks neighbors who expressed concern over the loss of trees in the natural area
were told that the higher water levels were simply due to higher levels of rain. It was not
until recently that White Oaks residents finally learned about the actual change in the
direction of storm water from the Country Club neighborhood.

We are troubled by the City’s decisions regarding the management of this natural area for
several reasons:

e The City’s Comprehensive Water Resources Management Plan states that Class 7
wooded wetlands are “highly susceptible” to degradation from storm water
impacts and that inundation should be avoided. This management guideline
obviously has not been followed.

* As the marshy area fills in with cattails, the higher water levels are forcing water
on to the property of adjacent homeowners. It is not acceptable for the City to use
these residents’ property for storm water containment.

e The alternating condition between stagnant water and mud in the area is smelly
and extremely unattractive and amounts to a nuisance for the entire neighborhood
because it is so close to the roadway. The standing water is an insect breeding
ground, and is undoubtedly highly polluted, raising both health and safety
concerns.



Because the city created this nuisance by choosing to direct run-off from other
neighborhoods into the area, we believe it is the City’s responsibility to find a way to
manage this natural area in a way acceptable to the nearby residents. We have met with
the City’s new Environmental Engineer, Ross Bintner, and have been impressed with his
knowledge and interest in the matter. However, we believe that this issue needs
immediate attention and we are requesting that the Council direct staff to prioritize
finding a solution and to take immediate steps to improve the appearance and health of
this natural area.

We think these steps should include consideration of the following measures:

o re-directing the storm water from Sunnyside Road to a different location and
returning the area to former water levels;

e developing a plan to ensure that storm water does not accumulate on private
property;

° ensuring that future storm water projects do not add to, and, if possible, work to
reduce the amount of run-off into the area;

e clearing of dead trees by the City;

o planting or seeding of a healthy and attractive buffer area along the roadway and
possibly periodic mowing of this buffer; and

o consulting with adjacent property owners and White Oaks residents regarding all
plans for the management of this area.

Most importantly, we believe a plan must be developed and action taken in the near
future. The City’s forester has confirmed that most trees cannot withstand being
submerged for more than a couple of weeks, and it is highly likely that the remaining
trees in the area will be lost if something is not changed.

Thank you in advance for your attention to this important concern — we look forward to
working with you to find a solution.

Sincerely,

O P B D>

Dr.\Jéhn and Bette DeMars

4600"Townes Road

& { i
r. Ed and Cheryle Clafisamn

4544 Meadow Road

Cheryl Appeldorn and Tom Schnettler
4611 Townes Circle



Dr. Chnstle Rhodes Dekko and Jef?'f)
4704 White Oaks Road

Yatt, ¢ Braks Oret
Patty angf Brooks O’Neill
8 Bridge Lane

Kot fotite. <Teha Sthockle

Heather Wallace and John Schutzle
4701 Townes Road

3U1(f7 (,//L/ /6/‘//0/ 6/ //Zc (] /1//6f 4 ’776’
Susan and David Graham
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Gary and Susan ‘Wahman "~
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Dr. Diane Feldman and Mike Feldman, M.D.
4083 Sunnyside Road
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Connor and Kathy Schmid v
4711 Meadow Road
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Dr Tom and Arlene Wilson
4707 Townes Road

Dy. Harry and/Judy Jol'vor{ U
08 Townes Road







“rom: Susan Graham <sgraham@blakeschool.org>
Subject: Re: White Oaks Marsh - Letter
Date: July 31,2012 1:57:16 PM CDT
0. Cheryl Appeldorn <appeldornc@aol.com>

Perfect.
Thanks!
Susan

On Mon, Jul 30, 2012 at 11:09 AM, Cheryl Appeldorn <appeldornc@aol.com> wrote:
Hi Susan -

If its ok with you I'm going to send the letter with a note that you have signed via email, and attach your email to me -

Have a great vacation!

Cheryl

On Jul 26, 2012, at 3:27 PM, Susan Graham wrote:

Cheryl,
| should have mentioned when we spoke on the phone that David and | are out of town until 8/8. If you send the letter without our

signatures, we'd be happy to go into City Hall and add them once we get home.

Thanks again for all of your hard work!
Susan

On Wed, Jul 25, 2012 at 7:47 PM, Cheryl Appeldorn <appeldornc@aol.com> wrote:
HI all -

out - we are just having one member of each couple sign.

Tomorrow evening we have company - so I'd love to get the signatures before then if 1 could -

Thanks!

Cheryl

appeldornc@aol.com

appeldornc@aal.com

I've got most of the signatures, but need to connect with all of you. Unfortunately | have to go out tonight - I wanted to let you know
that the letter is on my front stoop in a plastic folder - you can stop by any time tonight or tomorrow during the day if that could work
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A DRAINING WAR WITH BLAINE

WHISTLEBLOWER
JANE FRIEDMANN

Gerry and Mar-
gie Richels have
| been fighting an
uphill battle with
Blaine City Hall
for almost two years.

Their property used to be at
ahigher elevation than the land
next to them. But since the city
allowed adeveloper to raise the
elevation 6 feet and build hous-
es on it, water and silt washes
down into the Richels’ yard.

Richels, a retired engineer,
had warned that such a thing
might happen when he caught
wind of the project, but the city
promised him it wouldn't. His
frequent complaints to City
Hall since then have prompted
numerous attempts to stop the
erosion and drainage trouble,
but he’s still not satisfied — es-
pecially since the city allowed
the berm to be built right up to
Richels’ property line, despite
a standard calling for a 3-foot
setback.

City officials, for their part,
are exasperated with Richels.
One council member calls it
the “project from hell.”

Mayor Tom Ryan acknowl-
edges that since the townhouses
werebuilt, “it’s a 6-foot drop right
onto his property. It's steep.” But
he indicated Richels is in good
company. “Drainage problems in
this city are pretty typical.”

They're also a frequent
source of conflict among
neighbors.

“Property owners have the
right to drain water from their
property onto their neighbor’s,
as long as it doesn’t unreason-
ably damage their neighbors’,”
said Adam A. Ripple, a lawyer
at Rinke Noonan, a St. Cloud
firm that specializes in these
kinds of disputes. “That, as you
can imagine, does nothing but
breed litigation and arguments.
There’s usually not a clear-cut
way to resolve issues if you
have folks that don't want to
work together toward a com-
mon solution.”

At this point, the city and the
Richelses seem far apart.

RICHARD SENNOTT » rsennoﬂ@stamﬂ:\me com
Gerry and Margie Richels stood at the edge of their property next to a housing development built sev-
eral feet above their land. Runoff has caused silt and other debris to accumulate in their yard.

@ Fortwo years, a Blaine couple have been fighting City
Hall over a drainage problem caused by an adjoining
development. The city’s attempts to control the runoff
have helped, but the homeowners remain unsatisfied.

When Richels bought his
property in 1998, his next-door
neighbor was a farm. There's dis-
agreement about which way the
water used to flow — the mayor
says that the farmland drained
onto Richels’ property, but a hy-
drologist hired by Richels con-
cluded the water used to drain
in the other direction.

In 2006, when Merit De-
velopment- Go: Incr went-he-
fore the planning comrmaission
for zoning approval to build on
the site, Richels expressed his
concerns about runoff. Com-
mission meeting minutes show
that the city’s project coordina-
tor, Tom Scott, said “that it will
be looked at with the grading
plan to be sure there will be no
runoff water running into Mr.
Richels property.”

Minks Custom Homes Inc.
later became the develop-
er. When nearby houses were
built and dirt was graded two
years ago, the yards for two

‘houses abutting Richels’ land

were graded to slope down to
the property line. While city
engineering standards rec-
ommend a 3-foot setback for

retaining walls from proper-
ty lines, city manager Clark
Arneson said those rules are
“standards, not ordmances or
statutes.”

One home’s downspouts di-
rected water down the slope.
With silt accumulated in his
yard, Richels contacted the
city with his objections.

The city directed the builder
to-undertake a series of reme-
dial efforts. A swaled berm that
slanted at 45 degrees, ending at
the property line. A new gutter.
Redirected downspouts. A dou-
ble row of rocks on the hillside.

The measures helped, but
the runoff continued.

Richels dogged city staff and
council members with e-mails
and phone calls as the berm’s
sod sagged and failed to take
hold. Contractors repeatedly
entered his property to collect
debris or add another layer of
dirt and sod to the berm.

This year, when the city
sought permission to enter
his property to plant seed for
native plants, which they said
would solve the problem once
and for all, Richels said no.

A city engineer said the
work could only safely be done
from the bottom of the steep
slope, but Richels told the en-
gineer to ask the person who
approved the project how to
maintain the berm from the
owner’s property.

“Like any organization,
you're going to have situa-
tions where mistakes hap-
pen,” David Clark, a city coun-
cilman, said. If a project “can’t
be brought into compliance
reasonably, then some other
accommodation is generally
worked out.”

But Ryan, the mayor, feels
the city has done everything
it can to try to fix the problem,
short of tearing down a house
or building “the .foolishest-
looking [retaining wall] you've
ever seen.”

“Idon’t think he wants that 3
he said.

But Richels does want that.

In July 2011, he proposed a
solution based on his reading
of city rules: A 3-foot setback, a
4-foot-high retaining wall and
a swale leading to a city sew-
er nearby. The idea gained no
traction.

“I've lost over 200 hours in
this. I've lost sleep over this be-
cause I wake up at night won-
dering how to get this fixed,”
Richels said.
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July 28, 2012

Edina City Council
4801 West 50th Street
Edina, MN 55424-1394

Re: Save the Trees
Dear Honorable Mayor Hovland and Council Members:

This letter is submitted by the undersigned to petition the City of Edina to stop all actions against the
Benner family of 7025 Sally Lane to further trim, de-limb, or remove any of the 28 trees (22 Arborvitaes

and 6 evergreens) that stand between their yard and Valley View Road.

During the last year the Benners have been continuously contacted with respect to these trees:

- First, they were required to remove them all at their own expense.

- Then, when the Benners appealed this they were required to trim the six evergreens back slightly.
(They did this, and the City Engineer pronounced the matter closed.)

- Then, the City Council changed its mind and required them to be de-limbed to a height of eight feet.

- The family appealed this, and the City determined that formal mediation should ensue.

- The Benners agreed, entered into mediation with the City, and offered the removal of the two corner
evergreens as a means to begin a mediated compromise. However, the mediation was terminated by
the professional mediator when he determined the City was not mediating in good faith.

- Now the City has resumed it’s determination that the 6 evergreens should be de-limbed up eight feet.

We ask that all actions against these trees be stopped for the following reasons:

- These trees were planted by the previous homeowner in 1992 at the suggestion of the City of Edina
itself as a means to grow a natural, green, safety, sight, and noise barrier for the protection of children

playing in the yard and for the quiet enjoyment of their home for the family. One of the reasons the
Benners purchased the property in 2001 was the beauty and utility of the trees. The City Council is
aware that it was the City itself who suggested the trees be planted in the first place.

- There is no violation of any section of the City Code. The Benners have hired their own attorney in

order to defend the trees, and a review of the City Code by the law firm concluded there is no violation.

- De-limbing the trees up 8 feet will endanger their health and create an eyesore. The trees stand
approximately 16 feet. Removing the bottom half of the branches will remove 7/8 of the foliage, which

may kill the trees. If they do live, they will look strange, with only 1/8 of their foliage in a cone at the top.

- The City will violate its own code if the de-limbing occurs. Section 830 of the Code indicates that the
City will take all steps possible to NOT destroy or injure trees.

- There is no official safety concern at the intersection. A traffic study conducted by engineering firm RLK

Incorporated concludes this. Also, residents in the neighborhood have indicated the same in writing to
the City. According to the Edina Police Department, there are no recorded accidents at the intersection.

- The City has never once clearly identified a valid, legal reason to either trim, de-limb, or remove these
beautiful trees. Legal counsel believes this is because there is no valid, legal reason.

- A petition, which started all this, is not legitimate. It was represented to signers to have the aim of

trimming back (not up) the two corner trees to be compliant with a Clear View requirement in the City
Code (the two corner trees are compliant according to the Edina Police Department). However, the
written petition was for the complete removal of all 28 trees. This misrepresentation by the organizers
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of the petition (whether deliberate or not), once discovered, caused multiple signers to formally revoke
their signatures in writing to the City. The petition is, at a minimum, of questionable legitimacy. The City
Council is aware of this issue.

- The City is failing to sincerely work with the homeowners. One example is its refusal to mediate in
good faith (causing the mediator to terminate mediation), when it was the City itself that suggested it.

Each time the City attempts to force action against the trees, the Benner family has responded with logic
and facts to support a request for the City to desist, either by appearing at City Council meetings to
present their case, by their legal counsel contacting the City in writing, or by entering into mediation.

Each time the City has taken the matter under advisement, and followed up with a different requirement to
take action on the trees (and each time not citing a specific reason). This is looking like harassment.

We respectfully petition the City of Edina to cease and desist all actions related to this matter, and leave
the trees, and the Benner family, at peace.

Sincerely,

(Please see attached signature pages)
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