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Bike Edina Task Force: News & Meeting Outcomes
May 10, 2012

Purpose: The Bike Edina Task Force (BETF) meets to serve citizens and partner with City staff
and elected officials to promote bicycle improvements in Edina for education, encouragement,
infrastructure, enforcement, and ongoing assessment. We support implementation of the
approved City of Edina Comprehensive Bicycle Transportation Plan that serves all levels of
bicyclists, connects key destinations including safe routes to schools, and integrates with the
Twin Cities’ regional bike network. Our vision is a progressive bicycle-friendly community
where citizens can integrate cycling into their daily lives.

Time & Location: BETF monthly on the 2" Thursday of each month at 8 p.m. in the Mayor's
Conference Room at Edina City Hall. For questions contact Peter Kelley, Chair. Guests are
welcome.

Distribution: BETF, guests, City Manager, City Engineer, Edina Police BETF Liaison Sgt.
Timothy Olson, SHIP contact Robyn Wiesman, and Mayor & City Council. Also Dianne
Plunkett Latham to post for the Edina Energy and Environment Commission.

e Present: Ellen Jones, Peter Kelley, Sally Dunn , Larry Olson, Brad Schaeppi, Kirk
Johnson, Marty Mathis, Don Eyberg, Rob Erickson,

e Absent: Alice Hulbert, Carl Gulbronson, Alex Johnson, , Jennifer Janovy, Carl Follstad,
Tom Randall

e Guests: Kristopher Wilson

e Recorded by: Kirk Johnson & Peter Kelley

1. Project Updates
a. Bike Boulevard — City Council VVote on the 15" (was passed!). All members are
encouraged to attend and write to the council to voice their support for the project.
Peter will write a letter from the BETF stating the group’s support of the project.
Marty discussed conversation with opponent to the plan who came to his door—a
key issue was spending government money. More conversation needs to be had to
understand reasons for opposing biking intrastructure.


http://www.ci.edina.mn.us/PDFs/Edina%2520Bike%2520Plan%2520Final%25202007.pdf

b. Bike Racks ---- Peter reported that Wayne Houle believes delivery of the racks
will happen within a few weeks. He pressed for specific delivery dates, but had
not heard back prior to this meeting. Everything appears to be on track for an
early summer installation, but this project has already taken far longer than
anyone thought, so BETF needs to continue to follow up. Brad stated the need to
publicize the installation of the racks as soon as it happens.

c. Striping Projects (Antrim, Cahill, Valleyview, 70™) — Peter reported that
Wayne said the plans were almost ready and everything was on track for
implementation later this summer. Specific plans have not yet been seen by the
BETF.

d. Tracy Ave. Redevelopment — Project is being put out to bid, construction
should start soon thereafter.

e. Gallagher Drive—Nine mile creek trail segment. Up for Council approval on
May 15. No serious objection identified.

Grandview Project Plan — Ellen talked about her work on the plan. A Framework has
been presented to the city and approved by the council. There are no specific dates or
development timetables attached to the plan at this point. Ellen thought it would be useful
for the BETF to more carefully review the plan and provide any input to city on bike
specific matters. Peter suggested a subcommittee of 2-4 people. Marty and Brad agreed to
work with Ellen to review the current plan.

Bike Rodeo Recap —Larry provided an overview of the event which occurred on April
21 at Cornelia Elementary. It was a great success. 68 kids registered for the event and
participated in a dozen safety stations. Parents were very complimentary and asked about
other similar events. Carl F. took pictures and will forward them to Peter to post on the
Blog. Larry agreed to organize the event again next year. He discussed the possibility of
making the individual stations more exciting, through balloons, music, etc. BETF is
grateful for the participation of the Edina Police, do.town, councilman Sprague, and
Hoigaards.

Bike Safety/Sidewalk Riding — The group discussed Statute 169.222 and clarified that
bicycles can impede traffic when riding legally, single file. Sidewalk riding is not
allowed in business districts, but was thought to be legal in other areas. Follow-up by
Jennifer after the meeting revealed that biking is technically not allowed on any
sidewalks in the city of Edina. More discussion to be held at future meetings.

BETF Status — City manager Scott Neal has stated his opinion that the BETF is
completely independent from the city. As a result the group discussed it’s formal status:
whether to pursue formal nonprofit status or reopen the possibility of becoming a
subcommittee of the Edina Transportation Committee. Ellen offered to ask a lawyer
acquaintance his opinion of that the BETF’s options might be. Further discussion is
necessary.



6. Handicapped Biking initiative — Larry received a request for resources to help
handicapped kids learn to bike. He will work with Kirk to identify possibilities and
forward them to the teacher who made the request.

7. Biking and Aging — Sally discussed a presentation she attended at Midwest
Mountaineering that provided great information about biking for senior citizens. It
provided information on special equipment and techniques to make biking safer and more
comfortable for older riders. All agreed that this would be a great demographic for the
BETF to support in the future.



